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WINTER IN LONDON. 



CHAPTER I. 

AK EXPRESS. 



Edward Montagu was the general fa- 
vourite at Roseville Park :— his manners, his 
accomplishments, and his disposition won the 
admiration of the whole circle, and excited 
in almost every heart a partiality for their 
•possessor. Yet, as among the number, one 
heart felt a warmer glow of admiration, 
and a stronger partiality than the rest ; so, 
one there was which envy had so steeped in 
her rank poison, that it repelled all overtures 
of kindness knd tegard, and was susceptible 
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2 A WINTER 

alone of a malign and ruthless enmity against 
this hated object of others* praise and love. 

Lady Emily, in her open and warm ex- 
pressions q£ tb^k^ to .the preserver of her 
life, betrayed ndlhing more than that most 
noble feeling of human nature^— gratitude : 
but when, as day^ a f ter tfayimfolded to h^r 
observation some new trait of nobleness -of 
heart, or broughfe tq vif Yf. spipe new beauty 
of an elegant mind 'in this graceful youth, — 
she, who at firsj- ha4;beefi sso prodigal of 
thanks and praise, closed with reserve her 
lips, and gr^\s[. cautious, ia the very expres-i 
Slop of her eyes, at thosej proofs of excel-, 
lepce aod worth which made others cla-.. 
ipprpus in. their ajppjause^— th^ ^as.it,th?t. 
the peiiQtr?tiQi>,of a judicic^u^. ao4 £;s:(;eUenjt : 
in^Qjih^r discovered the. imj^oiita^ cb^nge itL 
the h^ajt. . of- her daughter^ and . felt . tk^i 
^convictiOiP th^t, gji^titud^. wa3:,Sf0^wg . mio- 

Ipva. ' ■ "*j ' 

^ Xhe coijntess tren^ble^ ^ ^l4if ?P WY-- " 
y^^^^sqarceiy. gf^ oVia^o-^llg:i>a|n::of:hei:-, 
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benignant mind on this account, than on that 
\<rhich yjfrzjs the efffect of a very opposite' 
cause ; since, to her discerniilg eye, the in- 
treasing hatred of her son towards Edward' 
\ra8f>a!8 visible asr her daughter's love. 

To- act judiciously and benevolently un- 
der tht infhience of stich circumstance^ as 
these, 'was no meat' trial of her heart and • 
ulld^rstat^ing. Had' lady Roseville been 
biesded ^th a fnendr^and' counsellor in a 
busbasd, heif task- would have been greatly 
li^^eited ' by acting in concert with his 
views <ttld wishes ; but, unfortunately, the 
eori Was not that friend. He willed, and 
die obeyed ; and though the understanding 
of the wife was as much superior to that of 
th^ ' husbafid^ as the benevolence of her 
hetffwas opposke to the selfishness of his^ 
yet pQfide,' Yiis '{^edominant failings so blind* ^ 
ed A^ dupe^ that he disdained all counsel } 
nay^ so strangely infatuated was his mind, 
thqr^ idid Hady < Rbse^ll^^ propose pefcb&nce 
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the very measures which he had previously 
resolved to pursue, he invariably took ail 
opposite course, from the mere instinct of. 
perverseness. 

To have hinted therefore to. this lord ai!id 
master her opinion, would have been mere- 
ly to challtoge his contempt. — ^To unfold 
her apprehensions to lady Emily herselfy-and 
to vfarn her of the danger of her situation, 

m 

she felt would be attended with this hazard, — 
that it might open to her mind a possibility, 
which at present the great disparity between 
the rank and fortune of Edward and herj- - 
self made appear impossible;, and it woiild 
also carry with it a tacit avowal that the 
intended union with the marquis of Ar*- 
herry was as yet not indissolub^le/ Yet, not to ' 
check the growth of her mind's diseai8e,:9iie- 
felt was criminal. What though; the pow- 
erful passion was but in its biirth, she knew 
the nature of that passion, and the co&stitu- 
tion of the human heart, too well t6 hop^f - 
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for its decay, ^hile daily nourished by the 
presence of its object : and she already saw 
and dreaded, in perspective, the fatal effects 
of its indulgence. These apprehensions 
were not awakened by any doubts 'of the 
propriety of her daughter's futwe conduct, 
whose established principles forbade such 
'fears ; but they were 'the oflfepring of her 
own experience, which taught her, that 
^ient sorrow and untold regrets would 
be the portion of her life, however much 
ithe force of virtue might combat and resist 
die impresttons of the heart, if, with a roo^ 
Isd preference for one object, she approached 
the altar with another. 

While these thoughts and feelings induced 
in the mind of the countess a strong wish 
for the immediate removal of Edward, her 
benevolence was hourly shocked at th* 
means by which lord Barton evidently dis- 
covered the very same desire. His spleen 
at the intrU$ion of this "Nobody *' into the 



:6 A VflKTBMU 

4Wy bosom ofjiia' family, iie ceuldnot witfc 
.^U his cunning h^io.; though he aimed wkh 
^o common pain$ to ^disguii^ it from .<be 
.earl; ' • . . ' :• ' , 

Ixn-d Barton saw that Edward was ihie 
ragning fa^vouritey the present pet of hiip 
father ; and he well knew, that to tbw^ his 
humour, or to appeaor to disapprove fiis^ois^ 
•duct, would tend tp n>akc himiYedoiibl^i^i^ 
ifavQura Mpon the object . af h^ wiay.f JS^ 
iherefore pretended to a^rove <^ |4a fa^ 
:Cber*^ magnificent designs for Sdw^mlj uti 
irusted to the kiiowa fiqklepeas iof Ws-Jtonfc 

* 

chip's mind, that some Qew .riyal.^GFQuldrs^to 
supersed e the present subject of 1^ .O^t^rtfeti^lll 
' It 'happened, iiQwever, that tlie r^emoval 
which both mother and son . ^ . ap^ck)|isjly 
desired, tho«gi>^fr<?m su^h different ^mquvee, 
4;hus §uddeuly took pla^e :— Tb^ Rq^eYiJUt 
fai^ily and their ^oest^ \)r^e!Qpe']|ioi!M»g 
assembled in the ^rei^fa^trJ-oon^,., whd9 
a splendid equipage wi|ii*Ji^4 . by ;the vrift* 



dofw, and in a few liumit^s ca|)t^n It^ 
"^ille was announced. Ed^vard instantly ^fe^ 
collected the voluble gentleman %(4x>m he 
had encountered at BeaucHanip Abbey; 
The captain, with his everfafifing smUe, trai 
ogKng arid bbwing to ev€#y body in 'the 
ioom, anid addressing himself in the same 
fcreath to lord Ro^eviile, lord Batton> th« 
duke of Delaware, the marquis of Aiterry, 
and all ^e ht^ies^ without liistening to the. 
fnquiri^ whkh were made as to itie caii^ 
of his unexpected appearance ; when> $ttd<^ 
denly perceiving the refected figure tsi Ed- 
lirard in i iAtor, ife iitt^ed ^quickly rotihd, 
aiiKd elev&tihjg his ^e-gl&s^ starl^ ba^k 4 
paice or two, an4 thied^ stkudib^ (m tipeoej 
teclaiAied — . ■ j 

'^ I beg a tniitton p&rdon^ for bciing* sbi^ 
prised ; but you miist expect to be utuversab 
ly scared at^ inyddar fellow. It'$ the ctim- 
mon penalty inflicted on every h^itb of ^ 
Tafe of Wonder !" . ' 

• " You most incorrigible of all JScdi^trid^'^ 
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sl^ 4iJtit marquis i ^' if it will pot absolutely 
x)cca$ion the loss of your reputation, for once 
be serious, and tell us what mighty errand 
of M^ or Venus brings you to this part of 
the world so unea^pectedly." 

** My dear marqui?, don't be uneasy^ — I 
see you wish to change the subtject-— but, 
upon my honour, you have nothing to fear 
from me/' . 

"What is the drift of this nonsense, Ne- 
ville?" 5aid lord Roseville fretfully' } « Vm 
sufoMr. J^{ontagu and you must be perfect 
strangers to^^ach other/'. / . 
^ ** You *re put, my lord-r-you Ve puti*' re- 
plied t|ie.^captain^ seating himself with, eosy 
^uraii^e. at the breakfast-tabl^, and taking 
up the tea which had been handed to lady 
Selina, wbo^e thnidity prevented her from 
noticing what she deemed a mistake. 

Why, NeYille,*' said lord Barton, 

you, have taken Jady Selina's tea/* 

Pray don't mention it," $aid the cap* 
tain with perfect, noiichalance^ " it's of -n« 
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sort of consequence. But, as I was remark- 
ing about this Mr.r Montthingummee and 
the tale of wonder--- — *^ 

•f. What tale ?— what is the meaning of 

this?** said lord Roseville; "Pray, Mr. 

Moikagu,' are captain Neville and you ac- 
quainted ?'' i 

" I have had the honour of seeing captain 
NieviUe ohce before, my lord," 8^d«£d ward ; • 
" I hapqpened to be at the Abbey when the 

captain ^* 

*• Noprosmg, my good sir/' in^teirupted 
Neville. ^* We met, as you were going to 
observe, at the repository of the Beauchatnp 
antiquities yonder ; but who th^ deuce could 
have conjecture, at that time, when yot^ 
know I quizzed you so deservedly upon your 
cpieer conc^tion of a London newspaper '^-^ 
who touid have ^tidp^ited, tliat within the 
q)aceof a little month. you should yourself n 
b^ome the hero of a tale of bonder ; and 
should fbriudh, in your ■- o^ happy person, 
the ^xnost deficious tt«ats which have been 
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served up tQ i>^^i<^ appetite mce tiia nsci*^ 
tutipn of those (t^UgUi^loriclefi of taste and 
truth ! What a luAy ludty dog thou* art t 
Wh^i tbejTQ ari^ in4n of mmt* *and meit'of 
fortune top, ia JLoiicloii» vfto. have been &r 
ye%r$ sighing iq y«ij) for notoriety, who iiave 
spared no pams, no expense^ to obtain it,* 
\FhUe you have tiwhled froin the c)(»ic&, as 
ijtwere, on pui^pb^e to prevem all tbe. WTdd 
^oin m^tioniBg any oth^.name thanTrdur'^ 
aiKl lady Emily's through the whole winter. Vi 
I To no purpose did lewp^ Roseville frotifn 
^h1 ^^t hi6 brow ; of jxq avail were the 
tuirtiing blushei^ qC E4ward smd lajiy £anly> 
^ gavrulity of :tj^i$ c^ptikin.Wda only. ex€ain 
1^4 t^y.^^i^^P^^e^c^i Hd procetjdoA— l 
.. " There wa^ colonel Jiverton .wlh iM 
hawks— they^ ^d for 4 d^y w two- — Capbm 
i^fies with hi^^:ltt:bjgc9s :a luiH wtu9 
tpflked of for a; week-^rYorkriQes: and a 
l^r jockey led tbe c«ii{et^ti«ii2ttheif:loi^« 
— th^ bl^ek aind y^Uon; hwen of. two-htodft 
ii9r)ets jbpjmaUy^gM^iedjQine &» 



mere pips of pd^axfiy-^^^nefe dbib c>f dash*- 
H^ : — \m to be tiie hero of i Qie so won- 
ierivi, so itzdaniic, §& d%htffiUy^'^i 
#B*-HJtt, iWjiiJy ha|J^ Mofttagii r ' •''':-■' 

"Neville— Neville,, there art boiifia^Ki'' 
Ituman padtii^^.~mve some ihercyon us, 
I beSefedh you!*' sjfidthe earl . • ' ''••' 

« Pardoi nie, niy lord.—trftt fdr thfe s6ti^ 
of me I Cannot W!f> ettv^Kig fe^ yo&%' 
ia^. G6 ^h^e I Wcri!dd,th6ugh'thetdt(fhl^as 
yet ^^taHy a tingle tottl-itt if, I waaf 2{ec(^<- 
^ >»it»^'« I^y,- captaihj who is thfe Afdtt-- 
tigu thit' p$&^ the JlosevHIe out of the 
<«ter ?**--J«' iDfeir NfenFR,*' says anothfef,^ 
•* ytfu Knetr flife faMiSy,*t«W uS, is thfe young 
KifeF6 io v#y haridsothfe; -so very learned, s5F 
M-y fevery tKng?"—^' Can th^ri be aiiy 
truth in the story/' cri« a- ^rd^ ** that lady* 
E«% w<Ki shifl^ir a« first s^ht^ith {he 
fira^i4g ^ a]ldf that §h6 was ehidki^ <life 
l^dHftift of tift! m'arqufis, and. determined 
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Montagu spread out his arms to prevent her, 
and tjbey both fell in together?'' 
.' ^^ Captadn Neville," said the countess of 
!^pseviUe, unabie to restram her indigaationy 
*^ you bring blushes into my £a^e and ps^ 
into my heart/* 
.."i]^9w so, dearest lady JloGeville?" said; 
the captain* ** Of alljthe world, your, la-: 
4y;^p.is the last I would pain or offend<< — 
How have I now done either ?*' • ^ 

"By bringing to my recollection/', said 
the coimtess, " how often I have encou- 
raged your scandal, by laughing at your^ 
eccentric levity. What you l^ve now. re^ 
tailed respecting my own,child «nakes m» 
feel how thoughtlessly I have acted in smil<^ 
ing at your tattle, wb^n the laugh has per- 
haps been purchased by the pain inflicted igU 
the feelings of others/* . 

•* Mercy on us ! " said- the earl, ** where 
axe we wandering? What is there iji 
the rattle of captain Neville to require such 
^ seatiaieittal remark? For my part, I always 
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enjoy his itigeiuous inventions. The people 
must be very weak, or very silly, who expect 
historical paintings from such a well-known 
caricaturist!'* 

The counte^sl^ as' was her usual pr^cticeV 
silently submitt^ to a reproof, which only 
served to elevate her in the respect of every 
judicious and feeling heso'er. 

Not so doctor Hoare. ' . 

^' I cannot help differing from your lord-j 
ship,*' said the doctor. 
' " Then, if you please,*' replied the earl; 
^^ we'll adjourn the debate to another sitting. 
Neville, if you want me, you'll' find me. in 
the library.** ' ; 

, The captain instantly followed, his lordship 
put of the room. » 

^ , ^^ Notwith^anding the sp^er has left the 
chair,** said doctor Hoare, ^^ I cannot help 
going on with my speech. X agrcse ♦ith lady 
RosevUle, ih^t these' male gossips, these prU 
yileged prattlers, ;often inflict more pain by 
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y 

their caricaitures^ ad the earl calte thetti^ tlufh 
die most Tenomqas propagators &f down*- 
light £aklBehoods« For, -as a caricature ex« 
cites risibility only by its distortion oi soihe-^ 
thing that we haveiseen atid known, 66 these 
mental caricaturisti! oidy claJm dtteAtion by 
boilding dieir scandalouft ot ridiculous tate 
upon some base of truth and fact, howerer 
slender; and are therefore more mi^hierous 
tbani a . saidm • slanderer, inasmuch ^ an 
innuendo is less easily* ifefuted than an asser- 
tio&" ■ '• * .^' 

. 1^ I coin^kte iM» eofifialfy; doctor, in 
ysftur ^cellent /en^Hes,'^ s^ the duke oi^ 
Delaware, who always spoke in avpompotfd 
tone* "The (dtfortimate accitfent of the 
horses taking fright in themirquis^ of Ar-^ 
bei^'fii ph^£tdn, ybii^see, ha^ reached the 
town i smd tUis mati^ who do^ hot bludhtd 
be called x c^aioy can iiiid- ho better ei^ 
f4oy, evto in ^ tirtte of danfger fo chiar cotnii 
try, tkam ta iMi- ibo^t at lady's drdwing^ 



shapes, till it at length becomes the disti3rt«4 
ed caricature yqu have described it.** 

"And yet to takeserioa&iiotici& of.sui^ 
tattlers is givii^ itn{iortacice to feathers^" said 
the mor^eis. ' " WUatt for instance, vnH 
lady Emily say to the story of Idapfeg 'into 
die arms of Mr. Montagu ?" 

Edward's heart beat strong aad qtdck at 
tins qaffidti0n^**^-every.eyq[ wa& turned towatds 
lady Enliiy; when the dbor opened^ abd a 
sdnnaiik summoned, lord Bartom <and doctor 
Hoare to lord Roseville's libraiiy* /i 

This interruption relieved both* Edwaril 
and :l£|dy lEmilyr whose cheebs weiss^ alike 
sqfiEased .'wieh bloshtts;: The ctsobtsss ob^ 
sanrjedthekr.dtafianoii/'withpain^ and endea4 
VQur^ ia divert die - attention ^ of the poirty 
by saying, 

" What can have brought captain Neville 

intQiCiniifte^land ag^kt?''- ^ > ' 

' *^ Pe^iieq)^ .inadani,'! nid: t^e maripiis 
with :a stoile^ ii hd ha& heanl some'gmi 
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man express a Wish to send a message' to mf 
lord Roseville, and he has ofil^ed his ser* 
vices. You know they tell a story of his 
travelling more than fifty-six miles without 
$tbppi|ig, merely to deliver a glove at 
Brighton, which had been dropped in Pail- 
Mall- — :'' ' 

The captain rerentered the room as the 
marquis was speaking^:— 

'^ Oh iie— fie, my lord ms^^uis, honf cast 
you lend yourself to such scandal?" 
. ** What, Jealous, captain !" said lady 
Emily. ** Ah, the vulgar proverb. is .true, I 
see^ Twoof a trade can nqyer agree." 

•' Don't wonder, lady.Emily, if I pimi^ 
you for that wicked remiark,^'. said the cap- 
tain. ^^ I dare say how, you have no curl* 
osity in the world to know what brings me 
here?" . i 

• . " Not ia ispark." 

"No — I dare say not« — Though I 
shouldn't wonder if a certain .ev^t, which 
every body Jmows is to tjtke place in the 
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course of the winter, was to be a little 
hastened in consequence of my journey 
hither. If^ for in^ance, lord Barton should 
be, or is, or is about to be appointed succes- 
sor to a certain person, at a certsdn court, 
which may occasion his speedy return to the 
continent——" . , 

" What do you allude to, captain ?*• 
eagerly inquired the countess. 
. " Nothing, madam— nothing worth know- 
ing. Ladies have no curiosity, you know*-* 
not a sparkl-HQOt a spark !'* 
. After .some time, doctor -Hbare. re-ap- 
peared, and, leading the countess iiito a cor- 
ner of dihe footn,' beckoned Edwaj-d.to jofn 
theih apart from the rest of the company. [ 

** You and I, youi^ gentleman,'* said the 
dodior, " are new acquaintances, — ^yet I 
flatter myself you have seen enough of me 
to . bdieve me ydur disinterested friend; 
Here^ however, is one,'' continued he, 
bowing to the countess, ^^ who has known 
me longeir, who has honoured me with her 
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confidence from her youth; aad she teilF 
confirm to you, how much your merit and 
your ^kuation hare interested me in your 
favour. Had I a fortune, - old bachelor as 
I am, and without a relation that l^lcndWin 
to me, i verily believe 1 shduld adopt you 
as my heir. As it is, I can oiriy offer yoa 
that, which, young mea of your age are too 
apt to consider of no viKlue-r-my advice. 
Yet, &ti the fruit of a king and busy life's 
^cperience is not to be despised as valtele^ 
and that iruit I dSear yoa,. offideudy perhaps^ 
but certainlj^ with jdne cDO/victkm. of its ii&e^ 
ftilness.'^ 

« I hope,^*^ isaSd Edward, **tiiSwt k 9 so^^ 
perfluous to say,, that my gratitude to lady 
RoseviUe would alone make me obedient to 
the oounsels of one who has die honouV- 6$ 
her confidence; but suffer me to add, sir^ 
i*itb sincerity, that I am so sensfcle of ther 
effects of my own kiexperieiice, that," what* 
ever you may have tbe^goodnete'foajfl^ me^ 
in the ^ape of either coadeniiiatioft or of 






'Caution^ I shall receive iab.t xtestimdxrsr ctf 
yom kind regard." 

::'^>I ti)$3i act, sir/^ repfied. the doctor., 
" upon )the .persuisioa trf your smcerity . To 
the. point then :-r-Captam Nevitie, who has a 
seoood time travelled here at the request ctf 
the dowager "lady Bcauchatnp, respecting the 
4xansfer of .fiemidKimp lAbbey to. the earl^ 
ajEid tQ:^ia&sahae fosdidr orders about pacfcmg 
up the. old £ioiily:|fateand pictures, mrhij^ 
axe to foe isold by. auirtkm in London, Idts 
faroMght letters for myJord, from gDvemi- 
ment^rwhichr 0sttaiatbe appointment helots 
foee^tsoidesiroiis'of obtmniag f or ford.Bar^ 
toa^M dkiXtr^t des f^fimexwtkder lord-r 
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«t Li^n. The ^ate of ;the ^liticai iworld 
at the ' pr^brat i^ouient renders it.xmcertai^ 
Whe^ftif vneahaUbeable to xeiain a minister 
tbi9reH)9:OOt$.7and the time of lovd.fiartan'i 
departure is consequently uncertain j-^it 
mvf' take place in one inonth, in mx months, 
pruot at alL He is, however, to repair in# 
ftBOlSytotoyrni and I, who had, itluacttotlf 
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I confess, sgn^to accompany lord Barton 
as his secretary, was summoned to attend 
him. Whenj however, I consented to ac- 
cept this appointment, I knew no one {les- 
son whom my sense of obligation to lord 
•Roseville*6 fahiily allowed me tarecbitimend 
as a substitute, or my own age would have 
prevented ihe* fl-om ^gain undertaking a si- 
tiiation of fatigue.. Since I have ^had the 
.pl^snre of Mr. Mo&tagii's acqisaintancey 
that obstacle to the indulgence T)f my own 
inclination is completely and satisfac(<drily 
removed* L have ventunsd, withoat'^c^^H?^ 
suiting you, torecoitiinend y^u, sir^ t6the 
ear 1, as in every respect quali£[^d ' for t^ 
situadoii; and I now. put to the* test ybte 
itssertbn of regarding my counsel, : l>y atlvis^ 
ing, hay urging, and, if lady Rose^le wiH 

s 

join me, commanding you to acc^t Ahii 

appointment.'* 

/ "Gcnepoos, excellent man!'"* excl^itmd 

die countess, ^^ I see the nobleness, tb^ 

wisdom,, nf . vdut conduct, and my Iwftit 
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apiproyes it inore warmly than my tongue is 
able to ap|:^aud it. Nay, I cannot but ret: 
gard the cotnctdemie of circumstances tWhich 
has brought about such an arrangement, as; 
an act of Providence in favour of my excel- 
lent young friend. It is a .situation, andL 
predsdy the only situation^ adapted to his; 
peculiar dnrumitaneest'^-^for h&eAhoxt^ we; 
altvie^ and justly vie, with each' other, in 
showing ev^ respaect t^Jifae. Joidiyidual inedt 
of Mr. Montagu,, as well as evincing our 
gratitude to,t&e presertveF ci our dear child} i 
yet I am^sum^ jdoctor, that his own .good> 
sense, and his own.r^ght feelings, render it. 
unnecessary for us* to ^y one wond. u^on- 
what nmy be the diffisiient conduct of others,^ 
to .wiiom his introduction, in his preSsent am- 
biguous, situa^n, woiuld be. painful to htmr 
self -axid .to our. funily. And . if a profes- 
sion were decided on, whitther it be the. 
chuodi or the bar,^-rfor. the aimy I am sura 
wondd .never be his chGdce^**r4lMMig^ I grant > 
that ttteinfiueiice and posse i^flonl Rose^e^. 
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auldkl TO the wdgbt of fais o wn talents, co^d: 
noi fsiil tb p^ocvire "bird an uliimate - iaAeH^ 
pendmcey y&tiy How/ vastij^ hnmifiadiig) 
• «:enre^ itiust'ha^^e been passedthroughiirittei 
jostling 'Wd etbo^ng a crowd of ilobie mdz 
MiBeaJthy Go^mpedfor^ m wh<>m the mystery* of! 
Im^on^iik would be: a^ subject of sporit^ iamb 
di[«r dependency c^! hkiotra:tfaeiiis:af -scontl 
Now, bli>the contrary^ iiitiodocedaBatni^ 
of tatebtiahdMoariikigi ^j^^itgrefgazcmfyorL: 
tixe iiiiDst honoasable. stadon to winch'! nlere) 
Intent can in the fivst iBstasrce €fevate)hiih^i.it? 
dbof'isiOpenedito tbe exerdbe ofiliisrpoxdeift^' 
andthis first hooonit: of: the stated ^the higb^ 
eet prdks of nobility kseU^ may*/pn3vs:;tfa&j 
jtf8t:t«waid :of taten]s^thi»ibeneikiaily «:ce^^ 
ed^ for thr; ihtems^st ofi diei cooiitflyc andi 
ewii!i0Ufae> IsaftciddcBSsfubvSMMittatnoascl 
foijow 'suctt' an.s^pointnieat, .ar'OomJMfteiUe'. 
fotiifejisjceftaiiiu''.v ' ■; i. ;.••)'•> j-^'. •/ .. ..: 

: £dwsa:dljstsiiedl:widi-^dti attcMbirta^ 
tlrift> speedy,3nA"A^pmcgdiDijg:> i Tfafineiwas,/ 
as- 'lady c HosBg&lte ccipnebiad its ac(i:iadiqxa 
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tion of thfa o&af ,to. Bis. apparent aVcum- 
sfiances sojslrikii^ that a moment's hesiiaV. 
tiQa.Qn».Iiis'paKt €:QSild>be iconstrue^ into no-*; 
tWng bytmAckbe^idf perversmesst' Ytty 
while ^duralrd fidt: the farce of i tWs ^.trntfe^ 
ijie«cent receipt of theJhtle bilkt^of hi4 
^iqipdwit ^ther made him not oni jr i^use;' 
but almost at once refuse /if; Tl|e* i^eaop 
q\S^S Sloghiidi ,widiou4:itkat ineesvie^* to 
^ ^<tH:J3& Ipdkcid 'witb.sp'^miiqh.^sinad^y, he' 

could not for a moment entertain.^ ' 

^^ Doe? aicp obstacle or c^etio^^ to this 
aita^ement^ ; trhidi may . ha»e esca^^ us, 
suggest itfidfto; you?'* saidtb^ countess, 
yHihia, looH that expressed, her soipriW at 
hiSiisiknce;. > 

^ i^'Far^ me^i madaifl," said he. « N<v 
do^ymi, &ir orldfhbrof.yQUylbeg, oeaistrue* 
my silence into an insensibality of ^such^ un^ 
Gommoiv mich unprecedented generosity. 
If . fehaye .faes^ated i to - ^xpt^ss^ my thanks, 
believe me, it is not because my heart-does 
iKitHi^E|ily;fedItte ^nktitude~-~'' ^^ 
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^^ We are not talkaig about thanks, or 
gratitude," said Dr. Hoare ; *^ we only a&k' 
your: acceptance of a certam ^ree Jiimdred 
a year for life, with -the probability of be« 
<;oming a mmister of 8tate» But periiaps 
you .l^ate better. prospedB of y<>ur own, 
which you do not choose to relinquiriifor 
such paltry overtures." 

:^VOh, sir/' said Edward with a sight 
^' there is only one possibility that c<Hild m*^ 
duce me to. wav^*." 

** Whafc is thkt ?" said the. do<^or« 

^' Pardon me,'* saidEdward ; ^ k is vi^eak*- 
ness, I own, to cheri^ such a thought.*' 

^^ Name it, and let us jctfige," liejoined 
the doctor ; while the countess, associating. 
the idea of her daiightier's love with thete* 
mark of Edward, turned pale with appre^ 
hension of his aioswer. 

^^ It is the hope~-the possibility at least — 
of discovering who were my parents,'* said 
Edward. 

Lady Roseville revived at lus reply ; and 

7 
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;£ that instant the earl entered the room 
with lord Barton. He immeduitely /ap^i 
proached the group in the comer, and after 
a few complimentary remarks to Dr. Hoare 
and Edward, he beckoned his son to join 
them, and very formally entered upon the 
subject which had occasioned Edward so 
much perplexity. His consent to the mea- 
sure was not. even asked by the earl or lord 
Barton ; but the latter displayed an unusual 
.air of respect and attention to his . new se- 
cretary, and studied so much to appear con- 
descending, that Edward felt already the 
superiority which his lordship so awkwardly 
endeavoured to throw off. 

This unexpected event occasioned the 
Roseville femily to repair, unfeshionably early 
as it was, to London. The earl and the rest 
of the party were to stop a few days at the 
seat of the ' duke of Delaware, in Derby- 
shire ; but Edward and captSn Neville wei:e 
to set off in three days, in the carriage of 
the latter, to the metropolis. 

The suddenness of this arrangement^ to 

VQL. n. c 
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kirlfich Edward ^buld oppoise no avowed ob- 
jection, allowed him only - a ^bort time to 
take teave of his old. friends. 

Mrs. Newton, the old housekeeper, had 

'gone to reside "with her relations at Durhanu 
Adalri Osbom retired to a cottage near Mrs. 
Enfield*s, to whom Edward introduced him, 
and in whose kind attentioi^ the old do- 
mestic found some consolation for the heart- 

'rending gtijgf occasibned by his removal from' 

"his old' abode. 

Having taken a most affectionate and ten- 
der farewell of his fond foster-mother and 
bf his sister Eliza, as he called the Enfields, 
Edward now prepared, with a heavy heart, for 

• his journey to London. The knowledge, 
however, that the mysterious stranger had 

'repaired there before him, and the hope 
tliat his vigilance would soon learn his n^w 

■"dtstinadon, and that he would consequently 
see and advise with him, considerably lessen- 

' ed the regret with which hequitted the scenes 
of his youth. S 
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CHAPTER lib 



A SURFI^ISE. 



Never v^eretm> perscois imprisoned tc 
gether in ^ post-chaise who were so ill adapt* 
ed to aiFord each other amusemait, as were 
Edward Montagu and captain Neville. The 
latter, "graced with a sword, but worthier 
of. a fiki," was ^o totally unused to radbna! 
converse, that, being excluded by Edward-s 
ignorance of the fashionable world from the 
only ^tdfficB on which he could expatiate, he 
became a sullen, yawning, sleeping partner ; 
only occasnmaliy qpening his mouth to 
curse tlie tardmess of the posdllions, who 
drove at the rate of eight miles an bour^ or 
to bewail the batbiees and the stupid dull* 
ness of the roads, though the roads wwe in 
most excdlent order, and ^e &ce cf die 

c 2 
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country through which they travdiled smiled 
with a thousand charms. 

Edward, thus compelled to silence, passed 
the greater part of the journey in a retro- 
spection of his past life and feelings. The 
rapid and brilliant changes of the last few 
weeks had left him little or no leisure 
for contemplation. He bad no other employ- 
ment than to think ; and the more he recol- 
lected, the more he was amazed. The 
form and words of his supposed father now 

' with increased force tortured his memory. 

' Next in point of force and interest^ if tlipt 
equal, to this master-feeUng of his 60ul was 

' that impression which the lovely lady 
Emily had wrought upon his mind. He 

• experienced a pleasure in recoUecting the 
delight which in infancy she gave him, 
when her beautiful lips kissed from his hand 

- the tear which sympathy had caused her 
fo shed;* and he made it the dangerous 
occupation of his tho\%ht$ to image h^ in 

-all ' the various situations inr which He had 
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txtote recently beheld her — ^to repeat inter*' 
hally her observations, fraught .with wit, 
taste, and feeling — ^to enumerate to himself 
the arts in which she excelled, and the nu- 

9 

merous instances of her generosity and be- 
nevolence, which even in so short a space of 
time had fallen within his knowledge. . 

It was now the evening of their last day's 
j6umey ; and Edward's mind was thus oc 
cUpiedy when the captain, suddenly stardsg 
from a long ^leoce, esclainied, . 
^ *^- 1 "wond^ vflfBt sort, of figure the mari^ 
diicincss elect wSi cat:-^no(w I recollect, shd 
1^ never been ki London since she was a 
babe. Tes, tins poskively may be called 
her first winter in London. , Curse me if 
she won'tbe^uizzed most .horridly, in spite 
of her mopuses, unless I take her under 
rty wingr* 

^'Mopuaes! and marchioness! and quiz- 
zing P' said Edward. " Of whom do jou 
speak ? — ^What marchioness ? '* 

Why, man, thy rustic stupidity is ii- 
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corrigible— I m^n lady Emily. Roseville—r' 
that is, the marchioness of Arberry that is- 
to be" 

A tremcn: seized the whole frame of Ed- 
wai!d; So wonderftiUy constituted is the 
Buman ^BLcfaine, that the same plaia truths 
which he had>oite& heard befcnre^ coming at! 
that^ nsomenii iii sudden clomactr v4tlr (fie 
thoughts he wsts. inddfKtsg, struck htm nmhr 
sridolenceaiepowerjRilasif theist feff the firab 
moment he h^ heardibj aadUhie^iMtt ftltA 
ptng painftdf beydDditecsi{MtoQ« He I cen* 
tinued^sifenr^i andrthe^^talti^iagMPl* £^< jstt^ 
a:stote of apailr^. » : • v .1 ..1 

^wanl was a^ioiBCibat l& owA seMH 
dons*' . •! ; . •:,:., A 

" What isthis.?^ inqluired: he of himsel^^ 
** Why doe^ Ae recurrbnce of a< former jjjdeSy 
the marriage of. lady Emily, create thfe-.per- 
turbation i Surely I am in the possession of 
my reason ?— Yet these feelihgs seem tfraid 
of reason. Good God! — ^what ihoughte^ 
what delusions of the* heart are these ?- Ed- 
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ward, beware ! — ^Honour warns thee that thy^ 
peage is in danger ! — Oh, imschievqus 
4reamof what might have been my blis$, 
^hy do you thus tantaCze a poor 4ependent? 
Why, in the candid aiid unmasked counte*, 
nance of .the loveliest, the most amiable of. 
^ sfZy do I. s^ th^ flatter^g a^ prpy^ 
^5^.8iv« l#th to. the wild^ J»Bes,^ only, 
tp,lje.disq?la<^,,by the most dire tsgtmh 
4h^ tlioa my^eripi^ mortal,, iiyho, ^pWijig^ 

*ouW:.^l»is,^au^ jnfjjrtBiig, aj^supe^Q/j 

»lWft.a? a bc5)e.le^.distanpe.the,9bject,o^ 
mv heart's Ayor;^ip, I am entitled, to stand 
forth ^ccM^peer with conapftitor^ for 'the 
ipchest £riz6 that ever made men rivalsfc-^^ 
Why does he delay the revelation of the aU^ 
important truths which, must fix. my fate for 
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^vcr? Wherefore should he thus shun me? 
Why should he fly thus suddenly to London? 
F/en at the moment I am indulging this vain 
hope,' he may be. no more, — ^He talked of 
dai>ger to his life — of enemies. Scarcely is 
there more of mystery than of phrensy in his 
words «nd conduct.*^May he not then be 
some unfortunate, whom insanity has driven 
from his fiiehds ?— May not his deranged 
iniaginatipn have received a false impression 
of some £uicied resemblance of my face or 
story to another's? — ^May not his frieiias 
have discovered his retreat, and a^ain con- 
fined him ?— ^Confixtmest, Vitkn^^ mad-' 
ness^ or death, aie aH probable causes of 
sufficient force to.ooake me dreatd his fu* 
ture absence and his sQence. What, if 
it be cmly sickness? — ^If his recovery be^ 
fayed till I have left the country, and dU die 

marquis^ of Arberry has led to the alta r * * 

The thought was like a shaft of fire shot 
through his brain ; and, totally forgetful 
of his companion, he raised his hand with 
violence tohis forehead, and^xclaimedaloud. 
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« God forbid !" . 

The exclamation aroiised the captain, 
who sbtrted from a nap with some degree 
(^ terror ; and £dward> thus brought to 
recollection, inquired, 

" Where are we now, sir?'* 
- ** In London, thank Heaven !'* said the 
captain, letting down the glass of the car* 
riage ; ^^ and alter such a four days' purga- 
tory, even the sight of .thy muddy kennels, 
O Oxford-street, and the sound of your 
rattfing chains, ye rumUing drays, appear^ to 
my senses like the water- works of Versailies, 
and the melody of Fiottrs violin ! Uponmy 
honour, I don't mean ta offend you, my 
dear fellow ; but if you should be at your 
wit's end for a dinner, never advertise your- 
self ' as an agreeable comi^nion in a post- 
chaise ; for, by all that's horrible, my lord 
RosevSle might as well have packed one 
of the British Museum brown mmnmies in 
' the caitiage as your dumb worship/' 

" We have wanted subjects for conversa- 
tion, to be sure/' said- Edward} ^^butnow, 

c j5 
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sir, I shall torment yoa ^rith questiotid^— 
WhM Square is this vfe are now crossing ?^' 

^* Ponman Square: and that comer housei 
tlaud.we the gods,' is the end of ouj& 
journey," -; 

" That is your house, then ?'* 

**No, it is not— I am not moumbered 
with the cares of a household. That man^ 
ston^ is at present in the occupation of sir 
Everard Beauchamp* 

V " Sir Everard Beauchamp ! — Sir Everard 
©eaucljamp, did you say, captain Nevilk ?*! 
- " Yea, verily-^ did say sir Everard 
^eauchamp, who, together with his mother . 
the dowager, has there taken up a tempos 
Tary residence, and there at present I am an 



inmate^" 



- Thecarifege drew up to the. door, and 
the kjnocker thundered tinder the handfi .of 
the captain's footrtanf. The. (}oors wel^ 
thrown back, the step of th^ carriage. was 
let down, and the captain wasalready.in tht 
iiall, ^te Edward tduW find worcte to tsx- 
^r€^ tah astDnishmetti -^-^ .'.' ...: --5 . - r 



^fie then les^pedl out of the carriage, and^ 
ealled aft^r him, 

• ** Captain Neville !•— Captain Neville ! — ^ 
Ton will permit one of your servants to 
show me lord Roseville's." 

The captain turned round, came back, 
and, mistaking the reluctance of Edward to 
erit^ for rustic timidity, placed hi^ arm un- 
der his own, and almost by force led him 
up stairs, exclaiming aloud, 

" Help! — ^Help there,'la(iies! In pity, your 
help — or here is a rural swain will faint with 
bashful fears !" 

Fortunately lady Beauchamp had some 
music that evening ; and the concert having 
already begim, the instruments overpowered 
thq capt£n*s voice. 

" No--no— ^no !" said Edward ; " you 
misconceive me, (:aptain Ne\'ille— I ^disUke 
the— that is, you know • the Beauchamp^ 
are— — '• . , - , ^ '» 

*^ Very good a9rt of fol^s,, I 4§suref ypu^ 

So no more pdiculpus jqjuiples. ,Why,^wh2tf 
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the devU would you do by yourself at lord 
Roseville's ? Come along, man — This is 
your home till lord Barton arrives." 
" Then, turning to a servant on the landing- 
place, 

^^ Announce captain Neville and Mr. 
Montagu." 

Captain Neville and Mr. Montagu was 
echoed as they ascended, and again as the 
doors 6i a superb apartment were thrown 
x>pen, and discovered a smair but brilliant 
assembly. 

" Montagu ! — ^Montagu !— Which is he ? 
which is he ?*' was buzzed rounAthe room, 
as the captain conducted Edward to the mis- 
tress of the house, who stood reclining her 
elbow on a harp at the upper end of the 
apartment. 

Lady Beauchamp, formerly signora Bel- 
joni, W9S now in her fortieth year. She was 
still extremely beautiful, though her hce 
hiad jiq^ aome of those dazzling charms 
which.^farst csqptivated the £tther of sir Eve- 
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fSivd. Her person was considefably above 
the middle statute, of a' majestic and com- 
maading form, perfectly in unison with- 
^hich were the grace of her attitudes and 
the dignified expression of her countenance. 
Her eyes, which were large, were black, 
and her forehead was shaded by luxuriant 
locks of the same coloured hair ; her nose 
was aquiline, dxid her lips full. The gene- 
ral effect of her whole appearance was an 
irresistible impression of her great mental 
superiority ; and the beholder could not resist 
the feeling of admiration which her presence 
inspired. 

She received Edward with marked resp^ct^ 
inquired after the health of the Rose- 
villes with great seeming kindness; and 
complimented him in the most delicate 
strain upon the gallantry he had displayed 
in the rescue of lady Emily. 

The entrance of the travellers, and apo* 
logics for their dress, having occasioned a 
short interruption to the concert, a tall thin 
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figure no'vr approached this hostess, who-m% 
troduced him to Edward as her unde^ under 
the name of signor Belioni. 

The signor was apparently not more thaa. 
ten years older than his niece ; his face was 
a long oral, of a very sallow complexion, 
and was strongly marked with the charac- 
ters of profound hypocrisy. 

** London should be congratulated," sai4 
Belloni, addressing Edward, " on the pos- 
session of a prodigy today/' 

Edward was at a loss how to answer this 

V 

address, which seemed to imply that the 
signor knew' his history, — a circumstance 
which amazed him. He bowed in silence. 

Lady Beauchamp marked his surprise ;: 
find letting fall the train of her robe, which 
had been gracefully folded with a studie4 
elegance over her arm as he entered, she 
held out to him her hand, and with a look 
of .captivating tenderness said, 

*^ Come, sir, ypi^ piust be conscious that a 
story at once so jmarvellous and mysterious 
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as IS yoKorsj^ mtdst become public^ But Ifsid i% 
beea otherwlje^ ypur superior accomplish* 
meats would not have remained unkQO^tri), 
to my uxide, in whose correspondency 
with- the signor Palmoretti^ Mr« Montagu 
has made no inconsiderable figure* Let 
me therefore have the happiness of uniting 
the hands of two persons ia a friaidst^p 
diat I am sure will he attended with thfc best 
eflfects to both." 

Edward was stiU. more than erer astonisht 
ed. She thus continued — i 

." For my own part, Mr. Montagu, y w 
were niaster of my affections from the vn6^ 
nient I was informted of your attachment t<^ 
the venerable. sym()o}s of the mitiquity. of 
my poor AMred*8 family. The sentimenia 
which you delivered on these subjjects are SQ^ 
perfectly in unison with my .own, that my 
heart was penetrated with them, and my 
memory will ever retain them. Ymir kind 
attentions to the old deim^stk itoO:;. your 
nioble defence of hhn against the rud^ ridir 
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cule of yonder ca^tain^ who^ had the inge** 
unity to tell his own cfisgrace ; in short, all 
that I have heard of Mr. Montagu has served 
to increase my admiration of his conduct, and 
to excite my wish to behold him. The favour 
which -Neville ' has thus bestowed on me in 
bringing you to Portman Square so early, 
will be his redemption for many offences/' 
" I will only add, sir," said Belloni, *' to 
what my niece has said, that if, peradven* 
lure, the counsel or opinions of a man long 
conversant with society, as it exists in most 
of the European states, may prove of the 
slightest service to one so much younger in 
the ways^ of men, and he will condescend 
to receive such as I can offer, I shall feel a 
very great pleasure in the fiiendiy inter* 
change of thoughts with a young gemle>- 
man of so much intellectual worth, as I 
have the best authority for believing Mr. 
Montagu to be." 

' ^^ Tshall be proud, sir, of your friendly 
notice,*' said Edward : ^^ novice, indeed, as I 
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am, I shall, I fear, no less need the exer- 
cise of your patience and indulgence than of 
your judgment. But,*' continued ne, turn- 
ing to lady Beauchamp, " grateful as I am, 
madam, for these unexpected marks of 
kindness, I canftot resiit the impulse of sur- 
prise, which prompts me to inquire how it 
is that I heai' from your ladyshipi such senti- 
ments respecting Beauchamp Abbey andthe 
ivofthy Adam. Osbom, while, at the same 
time, I understand that the one is to l)e 
Brought to ptiblic sale^ and the other has 
been rudely discarded;** - - ^ 'i 
' Lady Beauchamp blushed, and could hot 
Hide her confusion. Recorering her case 
quickly, she observed — 

** That the old steward has been discarded 
IS true ; — ^that he should have been rudely 
dismissed is a contradiction to our orders, 
which shall be inquired into. Respecting 
the Abbey — ^thereare some particulars which 
I am de^ous, for many reasons, you should 
know,-=-'UncIe, wHJ you — . — ** 
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Belloni bowed assent, and, taking the 
arm of Edwardy drew him to a comer of the 
room ; while the lady of the mansion, with a, 
recollectiop of her situation, turned towards 
the company, and^ with grace, apologized 
for the interrupticMi of the concert^ which 
wa$.r^umed wijth a, full piece. of Haydn's« . . 

Aj»xtf fix>m the obsoryation of the com<>. 
Ixm\]F, a copyer^KUioa tpok plape betWi^eo^ 

" Obsenre^ ^r>" saj[d; the- latter, " thal^ 
ly^ejaqchQ^/ ligitre Iea|ung oh t|i^ piano, ^-r?; 
that is sir Evaard Beauci^am^^ Enydiq^ei^ 
ia ap: .impeneti]fjbjte r^nre, scarcely, jpiy 
thing beycNnud. s^ m(mosyjilab|e e^ap^ his 
lips, and it is as easy, to mi^ure space aS: tOf 
f robe his. thoughts or wishes*. With, ^n.un* 
accountable indifference to every thing ^ouniil 
him, the young stoic seems tq have neitixer , 
the passions npr affections of humaiiily : the 
pleasur&s, of Paris and of London, to all apt 
pearance, impress him no. more than they do. 
the figure that- supports ^ese^ candles-.' ' 
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^ ^*, This must be disease," said Edward. 

^^ It is a syniptom of disease, beyond all 
doubt; but. ^m have in vain explored the 
cause.*' 
** How long has he beai ^thus ?'*^ ( 

• *^ From hia boyish days: it fir^t became 
r/&n>afl^ble when, he wa$ about twelv^e-^yearsr 
old-^the period when youth. beigins to enter; 
(Wi;t])i9 j^yf^I GQ^nes offife^asidirdic i^ 
filiry* finds' pf hop^:; 'twas at that ags, he. 
ftnst elH^^^d: tlj^as syq^ptcpa:^ oi£ a d^@{> aaid: 

' ^^k.ia^ i^anchoJf--<T^ot:a(Si^exx.^mt,^ 
tbea, ppQryoBtf^!;* > 

. *^ SooQtetiines the one, son^^imestljieoth^;^ 
fis^r^iw^uice, in this affair of thfit 4]^^yj>. 'u^ 
sbmilp^effs^ai^«. Ijetreiiiblesattl^i^e^ 
fictfi-of vi$iliitg the se^t of his ^pcestqrsj ^f^^ 
whw. a reason of his te^nror is d^mand^. ^% 
ijB suUenne$$ itself*. . WheA his opin^ as to. 
breaking up the establishn^t, and selling^ 
his life interest in the estate, was asked, hi^^ 
c^UAt^nance glesuoied'with thei only smile; of 
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joy I ever saw there, and he exclaimed-^-* 
** O, yes, yes, yes; that will make me 
happy!" And since we havfe determined 
to do so, I think his general demeanour has 
been rather more cheerful.** 

• ** Tis strange, *tis very strange !"• said 
Edward in an under tone of voice, with a 
look of surprise* ' 

* ^^ Tis lamentable,'' said Belloni widi an^ 
dir of pity. *^- If tfae meftns we are ncyw- 
adopting,*'" Mfttmued be, ^ do not sacc^* 
in rousmg his mind from- this state, the al* 
lemative must be an application, ^ccofdihg 
fo yoiur laws,' to obtain authority Amt conti* 
maiog his perscm and estates under the gu^- 
Aan^p of his mother. Th^se means are 
Ae dii^rsioiis and amusements which Lon* 
4otk s^rds : we intend to try the effects of 
a resdence here for the ensuing winter, and 
ih such anr undertaking lady Beauchamp and 
myself anxiously solicit the aid of every , 
friend to the family," 

' Edward bowed in silence : his eyes natu^ 



IK LONDON. 45 

raUy directed themselves upon this new ob- 
ject of his pity and surprise, sir Everard. 
The young man stood with his arms folded 
in a posture of deep meditation ; his eyes, 
'with an unmeaning steadiness, were fixed 
upon a chandelier suspended hota the deling 
of the apartment, and he seemed perfectly 
insensible to every thing around him. 

When the mpsic ceased, he started as from 
a reverie, and his mothei', who was con- 
stantly at his elbow, led him towards Ed- 
ward and introduced him. His counte- 
nance was an interesting picture of melaa- 
choly ; but it was rather the melancholy of 
• heartfelt grief than of a disordered imagkia- 
tion« His complexion was a pale olive i he 
was tall and thin ; and the negligence of his 
drete and person evinced how little his 
mind regarded the impr^sion of his appear- 
ance upon others* ^ 

^^ Sir Everard Beauchamp,'" said his mo- 
ther, ^' will not take much pains to^wia 
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y(Sm edteetn, Mr* Montagu ; but your judg- 
ement will not be ^ow in discovering how 
much he merits it.^' - 

Sir Everard was silent ; but the smile of 
contempt, accompanied with an expi:essive 
glance of his eye, plainly said, ^' What hy- 
pocrisy!** 

** Come, come, my Everard," continued 
she, ** shake oflF this gloom. Here is a gen- 
tleman of your own age, in every re$pe^t 
worthy of your friendship, and who is de- 
'^ous of rendering you service/' 

"Nonsense! nonsense!'* said sir Eve- 
rard. ' " Why am I to be thus perpetually 
torment^? What is it that you would haVe 
**noreof me?" 

** How strangely you talk, my son T* said 
lady Beauchamp with a frown. 

** How strangely you act, my mother !'* 
replied he with a sigh. " Let me retire— * 
1 am drowsy— My head aches with the fioise 
©f these fiddles." 



• "** You are not partial to instrumental mii- 
^ic then, I presume, sir?" said Edward, 

with a Tiew to challenge his attenfion. 

** You are at liberty to presume just what 

« 

you please, sir," «aid the baronet. " Come, - 
1^ me retire — my^ my — mother.*' ^ 

Edward was not to be so easily repulsed ; 
he attributed to disease, and not to rudeness, 
this reply, and would have rejoined ; but in 
an instant sir Everard quitted the room, fol- 
lowed by Bdtloni, while lady' Beauchamp de-. 
tained Edward in conversadon, till she was 
summoned by the conductor of the concert, 
who was a profesaonal artist, to take the 
part allotted her m the pef formances of the 
evening. She immediately placed her now 
guest in a situation where he could not fail 
to observe the charms of her person, as she 
displayed them in unison with those of her 
voice and musical science, in an Italian afr, 

• accompanied by herself on the harp. The 

• strain was amorous, and the masterly exe- 
cution of her finger was only equalled by the 
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enchanting melody of her vocal tones; while 
the efiects of both were excelled by the ex- 
' pression of her syren smiles and gestures. 
Edward for a moment was entranced. ' 
The whole ifos^aoy were clamorous ia 
the indication of their ap^use ; and cries 
of " Bravo !" " Bravissimo !*' overpowered 
the more rustic exclamations, of '^ Good 
Heaven!" "WonderM!" and "Delight- 
ful!" which burst from the fips of Edward. 
For the moment, his father j lady Emily, sir 
Everard, all the world, and every creature 
was forgotten, save the Circe of the scene 
before him. After the conclusion of the air, 
Edward remained en(^}ianted ; his wondering 
ears still echoed the sweet notes ; his wpn« 
dering eyes still gazed upon the bewitching 
. fair one, as with a studied air of dignity she 
rose . from the crimson velvet stool on which 
she had been seated. 

The concert was now over, and the party 
began to retire. From a dream so new, so 
intoxicating, Edward was aroused by a smart 



Hoiw iSk idle shoiddctis^ Bhi tvmlfg foUnd^ 
he beheld captsak Nentte Unmg ok' tte ftinl 
«f a^eblkaoifiBi ind teothermg a ioHdkiflgR 
iKth boA hq luiads. . • 

/VWk^^ my yoyngfiind/' ^bfi^NevtU^ 
^^ what viill beo)me of 'ycntf T6iieM|oi> fof 
^' daddy wfaiacft'^InMiaiiie^ at thib AbUy; 
aad aH the dd qtoaas' a ta|>i8iiy cOr €^j> 
Tass ;. tf yoamiflfer ]^oitfsdf 4;o be eharmed 
wdi the |>leaswes of thi^ mdted town at 4ha 
yevy firsi ntanni of otoeritag. iti** 
. Srei Edward could va% suffidem coofagb 
to answer this risbrujpt attacky lady Bezu^ 
ihaoip jotA^ them. . 

<^ Hs^i aidcBBa&pe9i>ksupwiAi mey ^fH 
vil^*': ttid .dhe^ ^' yoti ted Mr« Jtfoiitagtt 
viH faoabur i»e of cduraef P' . 
L ^'I'nitt8£bc;gipiye3oeiisefbrdgDa^e 
sad NeviMe^ ^^ mMftddtti to iKemtar it 
win be) but Izm under a^ ponthr^ pi^oiam 
16 ^vd EBiaMi }»re las rtvwge for«bni# 
utriobcsof gi3odfoffty]fe last veeky aad mtHi 
iberdfore tear myself Awtfy.. But 1 1m€ 

VOL. lU ]> 
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$bnt(Mie,of my feilowsto Grosvenor Squan?^ 
to let. Roseville's people Jcnow that Mn 
Montagu is arrived, and makas dm place his 
home ; of course, he, a iuippy' ddg, untt 
fningle: with the oivtable set at ypuf' lady* 
^l&p-s peiU ^niperS\ .' / 

. Liuly Beauchamp Qonr took the hahdof 
Edward, and led hkn< tfatougb^twD^or three 
rooms to an elegant .saloon, where a repast 
consisting of all the delicades of t^e season 
was spread ; . and where, instead of half a 
dozen, at least a score of petaonsof both 
sexes wei'e'akeady assembled.* ' 

Tib^ough the experience of Edward could. 
not afford £im much infioirmation of the state 
of manners^.amdng the/gneat, heiiad never- 
theless both heird and^^een enough^of the 
fa^hionahle world hot tp^ expect thos^ si arch 
formalities, and .that ceranoniotis behaviour 
amon^ the pi^sent rac^ of fashionables, 
wUcfa dbtinguisbed the polite front the • vi^-^^ 
gar a -ocntuiry ago* - Eatse aitd freedcAn, he 
Wfi» iMj2irSf were the fundamental principleaof 
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fhepreiefit cod€ of fs^hiMalJle fegidbit^ : 
but, eveninrfth this i>revibus know!edge,lus waaf 
hot prepared t6 vnoicts such ease, or fijten 
to«sch frttdom, as chamdoizsd this siipi^^ 
Vfrithoiit betraying a liash&d astonishmfflt 
^syt formed no small part of the evetmg^s 
entertainment to his more acconiplished but 
less refined conipaslkm 
• In iact the psfcrty, of ^)^hich Edwwd Mm 
made one, consisted, not of the most i^ 
spectable persons in high life, but pf some 
ladies of disdhction whose fmnes were ix:^ 
eastpnally recruited at tbe canf-tables i»f 
the hostess ; of others, who not having maf« 
ried till after their children ware of age^ 
cou!d not easily gain admission into better 
company ; of men of wit without fortune, 
and nieatjf fortune without wit. Her? the 
glass circulated as freely as the jest, and' 
delicacy seemed a restraint that was laid 
aside for the evening. 
' Such' was die situation of Edward, when 
the servwt of captain Neville, who- bad' 

d2 
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boeft $1^ ft> Oro^^ixir Square^ eittcml, &o 
^akK»i« add dedirered to him a fetten ^ ! 
,\ ^< Fca^xQ^r' easd^medlie. ^^ Impo^ble!'* 
, *^ Y«^ df, it » fer youi vAAitt geado^ 
ma wbo lecotek deaircd 1 vwdid ti'tsmiil 

«< It must be a misaJUwr^Irdo «i3t km)^ i( 
wg)Q cf«ttwe in I/mdo&iTi^aiid yft Ae feik- 
p^rscrqitton ivarraitts ^tiqr uiedodiqg it^^ 
Hwe I penoid^n/' 

^^ Qh^ by aU ooeans^'^ sud lacfy Beau^ 
cbamp*^ . ^ Son» dansel ux diagiiSae^ pecn 
chance^ baa foHowed yM from ywx ifunA 
ba^imts^ and new ixopatieattly waits t^ thiow 
b^ii?^ ^fcyour "i^^iipua feet. For 

Edifiitd bawed> broke du wax; an 
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. : ^* Tht B^glb^m: wfaoniLyQiB »tebksttnt- 
^ lit t«ie. yqw^tf iwajc, 1^ ibe inwdrnwlli 



■ » 

^faoirdE, has soisgkt j6b k the S^endUl 
^ Kiansbnof yoiir p^tftm ; hd& 5?raked ^k4A 
"^ a palfMiaking httit for yoiir wAt^i \ ttfid 
** now with sorrow hears that the charms^ of 
^ a syr^ or the aft$ of d tndfiky ^ttto yoa 
** thdr prisoner; Beware J— You ctere kl 
f < dagger l^~l wsltcb you»«HContill!ie W6rtiiy 
'*^t>f tny tove» and whai you least expM kn€ 
** ybu fhaU see me t IVu«w«ll.-i>-fi€wflrd 4i€ 
^^ l^in . BeMchinip-:^^ dl« ln<$nk 
^BeUbnir 

'As he read thew few inrord^^ the ]p^p^t 
\thith eoMained thein tremfiled in his ha»dt^. 
Htt stoses, whfch th* moment: fcefer^'Wei^ 
tismg into a state of nor, were instantly soi 
bered. He becatne pate, a lafmness sei2e(! 
Km, and he suddenly left the apartment. 
• ' Belloni msisted tipoh cotfdircfittg him id 
I& chamber; 'and EJdwafdj evading ^s much ' 
as posable ihe SSscoverf of th^ hue cause 
of 'h& cmotibh,' begged Eirh id apologize 
fcir hnk' abfupt retiring on the plea oKsudden 
ttness^/tasirf^ from thij. effects of his joW 
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tiey ; and net « the least degree ccmnectcfd 
3fftth tb^ contcmtB of the. letter, which v^ 
merely (^ hmness relating to lord Rose* 
viUe. . ' 

With tbia exe«$e Belloxu j^tiinied to the 
fiatooa, though hk^ penetiatioii prevent* 
ed la9i'frQi& believiiig it to. be true ^ and 
£dw>rd^ left fcr; lumsdf^ again and agatti 
ne&idovtictheliionb ^rBeinreBeUdiul''v " 
: •VWkj!^ vijmht^e I to fair: from Bd- 
lomr' thought Edward. ^< What is. Bel* 
loni to me i ot what -c^a such an ..qnejgis I 
avni be to the siigBor , Belloni ? Monk l^^Ko w 
IS that again ?r-^How, jcan he e^i the signor 
BeUW« the monk BeHQni?*\. What my. 
itery hangs over this unknown^ ^interest* 
ing stranger ! He seetns to posses^ 8upema# 
tural powers*— How else ^ should he thus 
know every step I take? If he be bdeed 
the author of my eadstene^ why does; he 
assume this veil ?r—wl^y does he delay th^ 
transport of our mutual embrace? Such cold 
caution makes me almost dojibt*— Oh| co\i)^ 
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« ibtfaer £br an hour delay tacall me bis bis- 
fore the asseinbled world ?' He pleads his 
danger, and my interest Heaven is my 
judee, that no sd&danger could deter, no 
future infek'ebC dould seduce me irom his 
arms:-^how then can he thus avoid tne ) 
Yet it would be wocse. than death to part 
^|th tbejs^eet hope tliat be k mf fiuher t*^ 
Cfb^Tnoil alo !«^tflllthe bst Iiiigei|ng/drt^ of 
|»fi|)lhai{^<|uit:my hnit^int &i}6j thedrsam; 
e^en thougb iit.be nothing but a dream ^^ ^* 

Sjofb va»,ibe ttarn 6f tbemg^t inso which 
4^mil4o| ]^<^ard sws^^ after I^IIofif ifsr<^ 
retired. Abont iialf an hour had elap^ 
.when b^ wa« startled fron% these^^ii/dditations 
by a very gentle tap at the ishao^ber dooiH? 
so gentle, that he distrusted at the fitst »his 
sense of hearing, ymil the knocking was 
again repeated. I i» 

Opening the door, he started <back: with 
surprise, , and something like terror, at the 
appearance of sir Everard Beauchamp> in 
hjia n^ht-gown^ barefooted, with his long 
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bldck h^r hangmg loiosely over Us shouts 
derst The fore finger . of faia left hand 
iffw placed upon his Ups^ and his ng|^ h^nd 
vas ifaised as a cautipn of silence.. Hi^ ^ye^ 
vere cast wiidly fearful bebidd iam, as he 
crept softly en the carpet of Edwaid- s tcom^ 
md g0n% dbasd the doer : then turntng to 
him wiA ^ look of aorrawibat plerted hii 
h^y ii^ phifed kotii his 4idadi iipdn th^ 
^uldeia ff £d«afd^ ihuifd a i^eg^^ Itfgh^ 
ind ton rolkd dbi^npi his ciit^s, ^ ^ 

Zdmir^ pveiented itiMil >peaferiig bjr his^ 
pMiJres^ femaineil sBent^ "wkh a degreer of 
tionror avtftirig iheiisueo^ "libe^EH^ 

•« Ton arc hmAane,'* at fchgtb, in a teii^ 
der viii^ring tone^ said sir Ev^ard« 

«• J trust so,** said Edward. 
• •* I am miserable f~mc« miserable 5:* 

•* Can I serve you, sir J** 

••Tep." 

«How?" 

•* Hush i— Hush f— -ITie keeper s!eep»^ 
If be wake — oh God 1*' strildng his fbre-^ 
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mrnkms 8trit>ed--^Hiifih i^l niiisl be biief^*-r 
I spoke harsbly to you toifiight-^FcH'gHe iite 
-^Turas a trido-^Mark me--^]^ vfovM hw6 
tJiem. think I hate you ; for, should-'they 
mspect a dagoi'heiti^ ki9[^*to irie^' br^ gf 
being beloTedbyme, Aef ^ncftild-^heisM 
-•-they would poison ir*/^ - . ..- i i , '^^ 
« jy mighty powers t-*sdJ^RlW*^^ ^Tbr 
H^vea's sake, sir, ^y ho^I Ga& do y6vi. 
service? * . 

** Hush ! — We mmi comrive & I sm 
Aeyer left alone with any human cr^ture— 
butrilcontrireit^ Ohly assure me that they 
AaSk not makeyo^hate me— that they shafll 
not persuade you? to believe me-^^ad ; — at 
least doitot think I am so yet— ^whait they may 
make me— «-I shudder to-i—Aut be careful— i 
fbn*t bdray me by any signs of pit/6r regard 
— ^be careful, and you may ^roTe my saviour. 
Don't speak — ^Hush! — Good night — ^good 
night !*' 

Edwardi without speaking, implied his 

d5 
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hevrt's wkh^atid mttoAms by gestures f 
aQ4 followed the 4nhappy youth to his cham« 
ber, where he listeoed a moment^ or two^ 
a&d bad the;8aia8facf]0a to observe ail was 



^ Lai^e, how9^> as was the hour, the rude 
sintbiof the party below ascended in a hor^ 
rid contrast with the scene he' had just wit«^ 
wssed ; aind as he again closed the door of 
^ own apartment^ he exclaimed to himself^ 

*^ Can I be in London? Surely such 
things c^yanott be in Lcmdon i I am dream^ 
ing of events more likety to happen in some 
lone castle on the snow-covered Alps, than 
m a mansion 4n the very heart of the Bridsh 
metropoIisP' ' 

What £dw^ however had ae&i and 
heard, was not idelusion ; , and he was com^ 
pelled to admit, that the uno 
neverthielc^ tlie posfiible* 
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CHAPTER in. 



THS'PARAORAl^H, 



* 



EoWARiyS first waking thoughts virem 
of the mysterious letter and the no less inys« 
terknis visit which lie had. rtceivied on the 
preceding evening. Combining th^ caution 
contained in the former~w!th^tte impre^ons 
which the latter had occasioned, Jiecould not^ 
with eH- the' charity of his liberal nature, re- 
«st the conwction that in the character of 
Belteni^ thtT& must be something' wrong : 
and'if'8o*-^-€auM Bellcmi'g^ niece be innocent ? 
Into what society, theh, "had. captain Ne* 
vilfe Mtroduced him ? He recollected, at 
the sametime^ all the insinuations of his old 
friend Adam, relative to the foreignL' coii^ 
nexions of sir Everard Beaucfaainp and his 
parents } and the result of these reflections' 



was a determination to- take leave that monv 
ing of the family in Pbrtman Square^ and to 
fix himself at lopd Roseville's. 

With this iatentionr he defended to the 
breakfast-room. The only person yet there 
was a servant in Jwery^ whq, .ipwis lolling on 
the sofa and reading a newspaper : he started 
ffcw his reposing position as Edward eoteredl 
thft raom^^d began tp apply z,wfikin wKcb 
lie hdd biibtend to tte bacl^ ctf the ch^> 
lifiiKli.w^e set nnrfid the table. At .th« 
9nm ume, id: a sor^ of balf-addr^ to !&dr 
ward, hc'obterY«<J>^ - 

^ I zm awe it was «pett right-^ beg 

jKirdeOy ar» btit don*t you ^peU: your xmsi^ 

wiihoitt the ef? le's moastr^us fioyi)kmgl 

l>ttt they Ve alwa^fii making f^ucH xnoniitrQiw 

shockiag blunders^" , , 

£dwsaid, who had walked! to ^ w^lndcKw 
without noticing ihii g^tl^m^ cftt^^.^^o^jif 
4er4qu>t^ turned round with soeqc^ fivit{^4$^ 
dasd iBf^M have inquired the meaiUiig of tbf 
qitesUda^ biMr Ja^r prev^ntec) h»n* 
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. «. Bppe m ofcice^ sir,; • my natte is Jas- 
per, silr f-^iierhapstbe;cs^>tdiabjU»meai^^ 
ladper to yoii» w f ^ 

" No, iwteed, J^iwr,** swdrEdward ji: 
? this i3 th^ fifstitim^.I-i — ''\ • . . 

" 4^ in^lpiK^ dm€,.w j hope rto offence;;. 
shall ftlwjStys be ha{^t to serve yoii, awr, or 
mj of ihiQ tapt^slM Jkkwisir tidoa^imhto 
kiag» sus but I hav^ a Uttfe ihtereat in that 
!vay to be(8tti!ed and lipniiitsay the c^tain*$ 
vioilstDCKM gweroQs for xtw . Qfa Ibrd, sir, 
m that pic^n^e, business I^v^s bis right-hand ; 
I fought him through the business; and, 
^ugh I $ay k, npt anQtber soul Kving be^ 
« sides Jasper Whiff con^k) hivQ got that there 
pMfa^^pafdi in $0^ h^e as it was last night«^ 

Hexela^^er pres^modj Ediirsird with the 
neWflfiBper, vubA pointed to thie foHowiQg pa«> 

«9igiapbi 

.^' y Q^trday evening arrived at the do w- 
^^ag^r lady Beauchftnip's, in Portman 
>^ StqiM^» ftrOm the $ea« of the earl of Rose- 
^^ vHle^ in CuJia^b^liUMl, captain NeviUe and 



^^ Mr. Itiontt^e, the gentkfBad w&o sa 
^^ miraculously prcserred the V(e of lady 
*' Emily Roseville at such an immisent risk 
** of his own. The* extraordinary story of 
** Mr. Montague is. already before the ^ub- 
^ lie, and we have the most undoubted au« 
^^ thority for saying, that hisp figui^'and ac^ 
*^ compB^intots hx exceed all the fepc^s 
*^ 'which bad readied the metropolis before 
<^ him. It is undei^ood thast lord RosevJUe 
has alrea5ly settled on him an annuity fully 
ja^e^uate to the l^gb and feshionable 

9 

^ Sphere into which he has been introduced^ 
^^ and of which he promises to become so 
** great and enviable an omame^t/^ 

Edward read the pamgraph, and looked at 
Jasper ; and **read suid looiied — and -looked 
and read again,*' His astonishtnent ^d his 
anger were predominant by turns i bpt he 
gave vent to neither, by words. He- turned 
the paper over and over again : he r^ad tlt^ 
title and the date ; still he <^ould not belieVe 
in that which h|s eyes convinced him to b6 
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true. At lengdi, in a tone of angry sur^ 
prise* he exctaioied — x 

« It it pousibie r ' 

. Jasper, who lipas not a little terrified at the 
dumb expression of Edward's countenance, 
was rejoiced to hear him speak, and now 
vainly imaginnig that it was joyful wbnde? 
that had so affected him, exclaimed-~ 

** Why, sir, to Jasper it was possible, you 
see i but if I bad not been monstrous indus« 
trious, and monstrous lucky into the bargain^ 
we should have been flung ; for the moment 
the captain h^d finished it, off I flew to th^ 
Strand, and who should I meet at the door 
but Mttle Grubby, as we call hkn, the com* 
positor ! — ** You re too late, Jasper,— (for 
they all know me, sir)— you *re too late," 
says he; '^ alTs composed, and 4he devils 
" are gone to call up the pressmen." You 
iiee, your honour, I know the nature of 
these things, having once been a devil my^^ 
self. So I shows him a shiner, and with a 
t>ribe of bread and cheese and b^er, to the 
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office^ I succeeded with the ovtrseer; and' 
by taking out a coupl<» of sudden deaths,' a; 
fire in Oxford-marker, i lottery puff, and« 
tik text of - the sermon, preached at Su^ 
Jasnes's, we made room fev the paragiapjh j 
lut I don't tlibnk another man in al( Londoa' 
fould hare done the thing at any, price.*' 

*' And if you had beien tumbled to th^ 
bottoni of VesuTiiK^ ere yb\i had done this B 
diould not have known theishame andvexdi^ 
don of this mosneent,'' criedEdwaid. ^Wfaiat 
will brd RoseVilie's family^ think? Whatin* 
dignation^ what contempt must they alt feel^ 
for me when this acairsed foolery reaches 
their sight ! — Man \ msoLl yoU^know not 1^ 
extent of the eril you: hare, done ine T* 

Jasper gaped— Jasper trembled, and in all^ 
probability would have fainted* with ftight 
and astonishment, had not the appearance 
of Dr. Hoare, who w^s abruptly * introduced, 
enabled him to xtaake a {Mrectpitate retreat. 

" You are nasttnrally surprised to see me 
tn[ London>" said d^te; doctor to Hdward, 



^ wiiea you supposed me m Berfay shire: you 
must, however^: ejipect a hundred such sur<» 
piises firom the capriciousness of your patron* 
Scarcely vms capt^ Neviile^s carriage out of 
sights when the eari resohred that, k was ab- 
solutely expedient tha^ lord Barton* sfaldiiid 
tisit instantly three .or four of the q^>iQet 
imoistQrs in towi), asid thit j&erefbre his 
krdship ^aad myself must iba[t hxmr 4^part 
lor the loietropOii^ : We reached Cpiosvenar** 
square ^bout tW hours after nudoigiit. I 
was sonry 'to leam you had tslk^ v|> your re» 
aidence with this fau^ly, and have horned 
tiere withqfut my breakfest to tajke youaWay. 
But, pray, what has rvMed your temper ^ 
early ? You were scolding when 1 entoa:^ 
Ihe room.** . ' 

Edward, with real concern in hid ^otift^ 
tenance, related the cause of his i^^«aiidil^ 
and pointed out the paragra^- to th6 doctor ^ 
who, smiKng at his simplicity/ att^pted 16 
convince him that lord Rosevilte and hfe 
ikwHy were too well aware of the naiute oi 
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a London newi^paper to pay any serious af^ 
tention to such a* paragraph ;, and tbat^ even 
if they shoidd nodce it, it would be w easy 
task to explain the offidousnesa of Neville^ i 
' «< Why should the captaki do thisf — what 
end 18 it to sdiswer?--7is it merely the love o£ 
mischief?^ said £d^ard. 

>^ No> no^ my jyouQg, philosopher/' s^d 
tfaedbctor ; :^' you wUl soon discover tSxi iX\xi 
to these mysK^eeof'f^iQi^:: itie^nbtfoVeql 
lnisohief> but love x>{ notdriety;'* :. i 

« 

. ^^^ I dQ not CQfnprehaad/' said Edward^i / 
: Dr» '.Hoare sn»l^ agaia. :. 1 . . - 
. /* you don't appear to> be thoroughly ac^ 
i|uamted with your fj^^nd. Neville's (iharact. 
teii" paid he. . . , \. : s 

** My friend, sir f I never sawhkn till by 
acci4^nl«'W€f met at B^Ucbfimp' Abbey. Why 
jij^q^pdia/there I know not ; the cs^use of his 
yi^t atRoseviilePark I am as little acquainte4 
^thj, afid) V^ facf^ his attention to me is alto* 
i;ether a my^ery." 
/ i^^.tpprcsivq It isjj' s^d tlje dpctpr^^ wi^ 



another expressive smile. •• Do you know 
what forhinie he has ?** * 

*« No." 

^ Do you knew how Ke contrives to sport 
such a splendid appearance ?^^ 

•^No." 

^ If you did) you would not be surprised 
s^ what you have! Juat Mad with S6 much 
«n6d6n: the hoaburaMe caj^taki Nevtile; 
mtf lives upon pamgraphs/* ' ^ ^ 

•*.Lfv« upon pan^raphti'V ' 

-^ Yes i and that very paragraphj: for ini 
stsocey whkh has given you> so much..un4 
easiness) will, in all {^robal^ilityi furnish bis 
ways and means for the winter^" ^ S 

•* £2q>Iain; pray, explahi/' : . i .1 

f^ Listen then : — in this metropolis,. Mn 
Montagu, you will soon discover, to use the 
words of cme of our most elegant. poets, that 
^Fashionin every thing bears sovereignsway :! 
in arts, in science, in manners, in morals, nay4 
even in religion, fashion is in all and over 
all supreme ! , Thus, sir, you shall see m^ 
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ikot 6n]y'\^tho«t xRoral or r^tous pira*- 
ciples, but destitute of conuncm koowiadge^ 
and devoid of common honesty, vfbo are 
l»>ufitepwced by ttie^gveai^od'aQbie of their 
own sex, and courted^ foltowed^ mid Bad* 
tered by the most lovely and accomplished 
females of the nsitioiu .Ask^^wkf is diis to i 
tnd joyk wfllbe told by ihk duke or duiSiesi^ 
fbat^tichjtml ench emHher^uke or dudxss 
recaves the msOX): Ant iie mskcB hihscif 
iMcSisdbly agif^tetNe) ths^ he kiwwa'e?%ry 
Wdjr> ^ ewrjr bodjr kbonra ^im ( ^^ 
such tnieii are Ofiscssne^ appeiidel^ to psap]^ 
«f fiobsoil ^ aod^ Ja shbit^ a .forty h boi 
deemed cottip^fate iniQiaiit x Hmritte or ft 

# • - 

$hufl|etoa > tHeff dcnx't jaUom how it is, but 
11 1& this £9shiom Thit passporo, m^ to the 
ttd^les of prmce^ to the drgvmg-rooms of 
liobiUty aad gmty,. is hMao^ vriikh is sy*. 
honynoous witb- Botari^y , and mtorittty is xd. 
be purchascad throtigh the medium of a venal 
press. This art no man 4)etter undeistands 
liil^ Qi^tain ^viUe^, aor is there i^ tlilb 
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^ok faslu<»ial>le wofrkl asi bdrndual wba 
cofiveit» his kaowledge to . more advan^ 

*^ He. dppeans to beloog to a species of 
wibidi till tim moaneoz I was a strangier,' • 
^ziod £dwaard» 

^^ His history is shoft, and it may be use- 
ia\ to you to know it/' continued I>r« Hoafew 
*^ His htkcx was a Yorksfake squire, who 
iaroke lus ueck iaa. fbx-chase, and left his 
^on very litde Baore i^an the price o£a pair of 
•colaiirs in the Guards By his talent of 
Bumkkry and rhynxing Neviile rendered 
hiAiself agreeable to a circle of yontmg men 
<i£ rank, who had been bis scbooliellows at 
ftpn^and partly by their interest^ and paitly 
byJdieir mosey,, which he peshaps could no6 
Ifglp ymmm§^ be gisadnatt^ rose to the 
tank of captain; and^ diougfa^ on the 
{iioflpect of a wsur hs obtakied ieanre tsi seit 
hit ciQi&niiMOii^ he is: stiH q4>taiaNentfew 
<^kod(knt threw Um ia ilie way of a lady oi 
Ifui^efOf who hadwntteo^^play^ lo \^cl^ 



TO 



A WXK tBR 



Neville tagged -an efnloguet that became 
extremely popular. His forttme was esta« 
blished from that moment. He dressed io 
tbe most eccentric manner possibfe^that^he 
iiVght attract public notice j . and when k vtm 
inquired *^ Who is he ?** the answer was^ 
<^ The author of tl^ celebrated Ej^c^ue.'* 
Among others to whom this ^vast £uxie b« 
troduced him was the proprietor of a news* 
paper, then recently established, and parti* 
cularly adchr^^ed to the fashionable world* 
NeviUe,andajewotherinincNr poets, wroteson^ 
nets to theoaaelves, and answered themseliies 
in sonnets again, which were printed in tlus 
oews|]^per, and which it became &shion* 
able to read, or rather spout, in the iifst 
circtes. . The newspaper-num was of course 
gratified by the profits of his increased sfle^ 
and Nevil]e> in ret\im,. had the privilege of 
puffing and praising himself and his friends, 
and of sneering, at and scandiidiaang his rivaU 
iind foes». From nonsensiaLl veises . tbe rage 
turned to a jargon of prose paragraphs^ 



'irtikh hzid the novelty of being constructed 
ef mKJSt unfiitelligible words and sentences ; 
they became, however, universally read, and 
wer^ at first smiled at for-ihar quainmesS) 
then tolerated for their absurdity, ^nd hdw 
must be for ^ver execrated as the £ounda« 
lion^f an^buse of the Ube^ty of the English 
pres^}^^4hkh rendei« ^ it ^ doubtful >;i^hethet 
ignoMblte itself he not preferable to intelli-* 
genc^ through such prokifUtMl sburces T* ' 
** You have opaied my ^^s'^r," said 
Edwardi ** to the perv^siOfPofsirtie of the 
dearest privileges of >>M EngiiAinan : but 
whilst I lafliiene fmnK my «ouI €0 gre^t a 
public evil, I cannot' help recurring to^m^ 
individual case, and asking again, what ptxt^ 
pc^ 6^ captain -"NeviUe's can be answisred by 
this j^ragrapb ?'f- : 

-'- ^* rU tell yob* :J^Neville*s debts have com* 
pcjHed him to some years absence from Engt 
landr In that period many p<>wepfui rivals 
haf$ started in ihe ^ oi para^rapkmgj and 
the mystery itself has considerably aink in 



its credit aad ks tadue by a grebt in<!r6ise of 
}^ofe8sors< Thd rewkb^ that Neville set$ 
the neceasity of seeking new a6uix:e8» and ib 
you he imagiMcti that he hda ^ntnig a min^ 
whicb^ by pitopeii^ woflistg, he caii makd 
£ir mcu^e (ifoductive tbaa his paragraphs . I 
know this* to be £»ci; bot have not Idsure sit 
present to' detafl partSciilars." 

Ed^irard was adxmt to itiaki 90B^ in^ 
4}uiries ceftcemiflg BeUooi, wh^ ihe ItaUaa 
himself entered tii^ apartment^ H$ was 
soon foUowed by lady Beauchsmip sfnd h^ 
soflU As diie doctor wais known to the £a^ 
mily> and as. her lady^p pressed his Stay 
with' earnestness, |>dtitenes8 ccHnpeUed hk^a 
to sic down to the br^ak£aafrrtsA>le« 

Hier coBvetsatioa w&is tiddy formll^ an4 
uninteresting. Sir Everard . (hrew bieisetf 
soUenijr ob a sb&V ^d>^ Cs^Iung up the liews- 
paper,i seeuied tofaliy umnind&iA oS any <Aio 
ptesent^ except Aaft ndw ^ tbte h^ stok/ii 
pity-askiDig glanee at Edward^ ^rirhd ast optpo^ 
aiie tO'hiiiL 
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The gfooth of thdmomtot wasi howfever, 
quickly c&pelied by' &e appeamtice of Ne^ 
vQIe, in a morning gown, his hair half 
(Kressed, a sfipper on on^ fbot, ahd'a Hessian 
boot upon the other, v^th three open letters, 
ih hk hand. Ast he rtidHed with a theatrical^ 
air into die room, without regarding the 
presmce of doctor Hoard, he e^oclainied to 
jasper, who fclfow^d timJ — 

' ** O you divine creature! you omnipotent* 
little fellow !" Then addressing himself to 
lady Bfeaucliaiwp^ **What an immense 
treasure have I parted witti m your' ladyship 
ih that ittdefetigable Mercury ! Do pray 
excuse me; my dear sir fiverard, but I am 
ail perturbation t6 seie my annmincey 
' As He^oke; he stTmost silatched the pa- 
per from the bstronfet, wtio^ after a smile of 
contempt, siuik into the same image of 
miietanthdy' wMdi Edv^ard bad at first be« 
held him. 

' iJevilk, having read the paragrapli, ep 
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«* It n\ do I—It 'II do !— It '11 do !" and 

« 

danced about the room as if frantic with 

joy. 

'> Whstt will do, captain ?" said doctor 

Hoare. " Perhaps when you have done 
dancing the hays you will condescend to* 
fexplain?" 

Neville pretended Surprise at the appear- 
ance of the doctor, and bagged a million of 
pardons for being astonished at seeing him 
in LondcMi — 

" But, oh my good. old doctor, congra- 
tulate me," con^tinued he, " for this is the 
most fortunate moment of my life. My 
paragraph is stiU reeking from the press, 
and yet its magical operation has been suc- 
cessful already. See these trpphies of vic- 
tory," holding up the three letters. 
. " This is some new hoax, as ypu term it, 
I suppose, capt^ .?'* said la4y Beau- 
champ. 

" No,, positively, jio — ^aU matter of f^ct— 
You shall hear-^This is from one of the 
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richest and closest 6ogs on tjhe tifrfr-^he hto 

shied me IatelyT-«Now mark his style — 

^ Dear Newlle^ 

^ I know you took it tjueer that I did not 

stand it» iKrhen you wanted a replenish last 

week ; but, I swear, I was as low myself as 

a horse-pond in summer. Luck has looked 

in upon me since: so, if you are sot supplied, 

you know the rest. Yours, ^ 

Ashmoue/' 

•* Thank you kindly, my wSble lord Ash- 
more \ Now mark again — ^This is from the 
lady of a ri€h city merchant, who gives 
more stylish fiStes at the west end o£ 
the town than any of our nobility. Hear 
her. 

^ Mrs. George Torrington prints com^ 
pliments to captain Ne^iUe^ and (perceiving 
by the newspapers that heis in.town) takes 
the earliest opportunity to explain the cause, 
of her not sending capt^ Neville a ticket ' 
for her last little fft^ jn' Portman Place. 
Mrs. T. understood from a friend that cap« 

E 2 
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lam Neville; aiid^ Mr. P^obert Toningioit 
had unfertuDfttely had a» misundtistanding 
respecting the subscripdbn. concertsr last 
year^ anil tttat it wDidd< be die* most nn- 
frieadant' thkxg in die wodd fiir captaia N;: 
to* meet Mf* R^obert Totrington; and: ask 
#oaM haro eitcited emtj body '^^ surprise, if 
Mr. Robert? Tonrington h&di been adssent 
from his brother's^ £ete, Mnr* George* Toor^ 
rington was under the very painful necessity 
ef onntdng tiM t^ame of captain Neville on 
diat ocaaaoii* * Mrs; Crecn;ge^ Torrihgton 
kas $ince leamt tilat she vra^^pdeed^ upba 
by tHe friend^: who reported the fvacas, and; 
dlaio no • ^h'^ misandiisttaidii^ ever «odb 
place ; and she therefore hopes, as she means^ 
tO' stay in Portmaii Place till sA& the 
Ij^Udays, thatcaptain Nevdlle, with his^knovm; 
good: natuiie,' viiU- fiivour her vritb st caU^ 
t)otiiBoei»e her siaeeci^ vcme-of penitencer and) 
ooDbitien £m having' been so dsaped intOi 
evsenitfae appeairanse of a sligflt.^ 
. «^ Saniudt ht Man^ HGcnJDgtkm^" coiiti« 
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mii9d(Amxatftiam'i ^ ksr iijmtiDii is at I^ast 
^^aal 9to ^Icmi \^kdiBiDm^ iii^denQe:! fiu^ 
lidtisc&xd. them k^hT^lxsit ibeasti; for .^evei; 
Here is zof idcfl. ;(:pi3wing die/tUvd letter ^ 
bk : Up») ; ,9sa» thi^ ilittle hiVutt js mcoe ibf 
liudrie thlm apifnai lof ;mdi ktttts^ jfrqm 
wcIwsnBitunes as^^hsioires asd theToiii^ 
aaqgpiii k . ; {Then^ F^^K l^r^^s^^^-^miil.Mwe 
liKi^tejtticqai|kjp9i^ pcxMiiiaittnmi^ 

, :12kycjira0 i«i ponfaiiity .'oFi 

iog :tt^ ijbe ^^em; of lilis ; Mctotrib '»*|KtNlk 

it w^'atteKeif jl IUii{k:.3Qi)vfa-^. (;f9ttliwil!g. % 
' ' ** 'iRie duchess ot fieliraVeatftoinei***'* 

- 1 • ... •- . . i.i.i o J ; 

^ Wbf^. captsia,'* saidfi^w^-d^ holding 
Hbe card letfier l^et weea Jais ikiger aiid .^vniib^ 
^ift^iifi a triiaman^ that the posseesiaia of^ 
ir JB4of SQ nmdt GCBseaasoice to vouf'* . j 
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/Ht is^-it is a talisman^-a charm zs nsz^ 
gical in my possession as the finger of cU 
Midas ! : Conie^ ask no qiiesiiions : ' FU anj» 
stver^all you yxaald aslc:^ and thus saVe half 
the time* The: duchess of fietgrave^ peri 
haps, yoiuneyerrcad of in your cdd*£aahioi}r 
ediCpiintry papers; but 70U "wtU sow'sst 
tk«'de%htfttl cKiMre'flr mme 16paddiiig:iii 
«i(a7 cohunn of every ps^ Yetfs 

have not decreased the magic ihfiueMtt ol 
ll»t* nime.' Noting can tfmt iu chistftai. 
ihe ^ByMpn of -.OW' iileMt poltHc^rasy the yrik 
bf ourbrigfalest geniutesi the pivseaof ow 
weatdnest cftfakeiiBy aie all at hipr cosioiaiici* 
But Her Grace shall unfold hmdUF^ to y^m 
iusticKaaey and her glories vitt. stxike you 
the more, k i^ howevar^ neeesKuy thairi 
should esfilain to you> that about four j^^ars 
ago her grace and yoiu: humble servant de-- 
dared war aggmst each other; It's no mat-^ 
ter now who. was to blame ; we had till tbcte 
beai the mqst confidential allies, we instantly 
became the most desperate enemies*^ lAJfeir 



months ago,' as doctor Hoare \^1 tell you, 
ve met at Madrid^ where the duchess with 
ker &mily were waiting to join the British 
ambassador on their return to England. The 
same opporfionity being embraced by lady 
Besbchaxn^ and her party, of which I was 
•ne, and by lord Rooeville and his family^ 
jMLtray^lkd ill compaiiy through Splua to 
l^iKtagal,* aad one packet brought us all 
0fdt nagethe^ from Lisbon to ^Faknoudll 
The incident of this journey tetf opj^oi^ 
iuni^Iy brought k>id Ro^eville aikjuaonteA 
mA his ineighbbuss. in Cuttiberlahd^ the 
>Beabciiam{is,'!and'advanced several sti^ps a 
recohdfiatRon betvieen the duchess and m& 
-T^ when Roseviile juid lady BeaUcbamp 
here jointly commissioned me to view thfe 
eid abbey with a priofessicoiaf man, I had 
BOt an idea of fincEng in that old mausoleum 
the means of au complete triumph over bar 
grace.*' / 

*♦ What did you find there ?'* said Edward, 



visit to th# 4ii^J!lttW* ITiiQM iiiMt iM9r iusmisk 

jBltS|x ^g^^eipw Mmte^tb^ boars to ^m. 

|[m>f 3^Xi^t jdQctPe» JOB imust di po» 
4iv^)r Jbn^ pf mj pwtyi .audi thenrfove piiS- 
|«re, •-■••I 

^HpQi^y wbo had listeiiecl «aentw^^ di& 
^^twi^ ^ said with ^ 4einf>Iiask, - 

** Well, sir, what say y&u ? ought i tp 
tru^ this Meotor ?— tis h^ a oxmsellor. 
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think ycm, oa ^hom { 'Aovld fdfi ist » be 
cne of vfaom I should ^beware?' '* . . ^ 

^^ My expaience of mankjod makes $04 
slbw in trusting," said the doctor '..^^ buC <)|^ 
^ /^2> occasion,'" continued he, witha&:ftc«!> 
tent which Edward understood,. ^' I' sb^ld- 
advise you to obey him/' 

'' Only guard your heart, Mr. Moftttk^ 
against the fasdnaticms .that may assail it; 
and I amsur&ypur judgment i^ in no daxig^ 
of erring,'* said lady Beauchamp^ 

Edward bowed ; and as he looked, toi^ 
words^ thetlowager^ his eye caught sir.Eve- 
rard's^ No one but Edward sa^ his comr 
tenance ; for the captain, and : Belloni, and ^ 
the doctor, stood with < their backs to him, 
•and lady Beauchamp ^ behind him. 

" WiU sir Ererard,'*^ said he,. "Join our 
party?'* 

The baronet smiled, and looked his thanks 

to Edward, but at the same mom<^t an- 
4iveie4in a^^pssembled tone of. cont^mpfy 

E 5- 
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^ Sn* Everard feete ho such incUnatig^.r . 

^^ Sir Everard then must bend* fab inclina* 
tion to his duty/' said lady Beauchamp 
witft sm air of haughty anger}. ^^ I $ay be 
ivill join us, Mr^ Montagu/* 

l^r Everard made no reply ^ and shortly 
after doctor Hoare took his leavs, .having 
fngag^d Edward to dine in Grosvenor 
Square.^ Captain Neville and his pupil of 
feshion then set out on their morning tour; 
In the space of a few hours Neville had 
taken Edward to a score of d'adesmen. 
When he stopped at a tailor's in Bond 
Stfeet, expecting to be measured for a suit 
^ clothes, what was his^ surprise to learn 
that Mr. LaroIIe made only costs ; and that 
they had a dozen doors further to drive be^ 
fore they reached * the first hand in the 
world at waistcoats, braces, and inexpres- 
sibles!" The same ^ artist' who excelled 
ii) fitting a dress shoe, would have been in- 
tolerable as* the manufacturer of a pair of 
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boots ; and thdugh. Mr. Jliat^ the hatter^ 
assured them, that for round walking hats, 
and hunt&tg baits, there was hot a superior 
shop in London; yet he would 'confess that 
for an opera hat Mr. Breach did certainly 
^^ cut a-1 the trade.* 

They had arrived near home, when the 
captain pulled the checkstring suddenly, and 
exclaimed— 

** L had almost forgotten. Here is an 
optician! You must have a quizzer." 
" What is that ?'* said Edward. 
♦* Oh, an eye-glass." 
" I can see extremely well, captain ; an 
eye-glass dangling at niy button Jiole will 
be perfectly useless." 

*' Very true, native — very true— and 
pray of what use is a hat under your arm ? 
And yet you would look as naked as a 
Hottentot without it. Don't be so philoso- 
phical, my dear fellow ; do as the rest of 
the world do ; and leave it to such quizzes 
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9B doctor Hoaare to investigate wbytbeweifl 
4o so:'* 



&itshed ^ importanl buiifies^^ 
mi which they set oat, the captain set £d^ 
inrard down at the earl of Roseville'e, where 
lord Barton and doctor Hoaiae awaited hi& 
wriYaL ' 
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CHAPTER IV;" 



A METAMORPHOSIS. 



** JPR. AY did' you see the person w&j? 
waited here so* long for me bust nighty and' 
ifaen sent a< Idler fiy captain Neville*;$ serr 
^ant ?'^ ssud Edward, as he enter^, to tb^ 
jdomeatic who attended tbe hall ido^r o£ 
Roseville House». 

« Yes, su:.;" 

^^ Has lie been here thiiB momingl'' 

« No, sir.'^ 

'* Did he say that he would! (!all ag^i^ ?" 

^< No, sir. He did not apeak at all when 
lie went away ; but he gave a great sigh, ainl 
Memed in» distr^s* I take it he wants relief 
of the family, poor old genttemam ; for it 
stems he has known bettor days fsmnerly, 
when he used to visit my lady." 
- ^ What makes yott think so ?*V ,, l 
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^^ Why, sir, x^rhen he came and said Ke 
must wait to see you, sir, I. showed him in- 
to that little room to the right ; so he staid 
there a few nlihutes, whfeir otit he bounces- 
in a terrible agitation,, and taking hold of 
my hand (his own was all of a cold sweat), 
Ke'says) • ibeg yout pardon, my good^fel- 
Ibw, but I could nor remain in that room if 
my life depended on it.' There '^is a picture 
hangs in* that' robm^ which so stron^ly^ re^ 
minds^ me* df the days when' I* was ha^y^ 
that I cannot bear to see it i* '* 

^* WhatpicturedidhemeanT' said Edwstrd. 

" There istfetaohein the room, sir: itis a- 
picture of my lady, as I am told, before^he 
was married/^ • " 

Edward 'hurried into the apartment;' It 
was lady RiDiseville's portrait. The reseni- 
blance was sufiSciently strong to supersede 
all doubts ; y«t the^e were in the. pictured 
face an ang^l smile, and r a tranrqiiil ejFe, 
which time and care had stolen away: from 
the original; Edward ^un^ed up<tai . the * ^ic- 



fure } he repeated to himself die words of 
his supposed father — ^ That picture reminds 
me of die days when I was happy/ : A 
hundred ideas struggled for the possession 
of his mind. The enmhy of the strmiger 
to lord Roseville, and his esteem for the 
countess ; — ^hls extraordinary behaviour and- 
espressbns at his first interview^ when tbld 
of the demolidoix of Dariingtofi Hail ;• — thi& 
danger which his £ufaer seemed to fear ;--H;he 
more than beneiK>lent kindness of lady Roset 
irille ;*-^e strange manner in which his 
firsfe introducdon to her family, was accountw 
ed forr — these and similar sug^esdons of 
his memory mingled with his present feelr 
ings of surpme sit the behaviour of the 
stranger. He closed the door of the roomi 
He tottered to a chaiir^ sdll fixing his eye 
upon the portrait. His heart felt confined 
in his bosom, and he could not help ex« 
claiming aloud^ 

<< Q God, is it not p5ssible I contemplate 
the face of my mother! -.YesI-^yesl^-^I 
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feel as by iocpimtxaii^-^-^I at oinee I ieel my 
fyte disclosedi. I am the cluid of love^ buT 
aot of law !^ — ^Hold, hold^ my. impious fw«^ 
fiy. — ^Lord Rx)8eville's heir, lord RosevilleV 
foydy daughter, are my sembrs in age; and' 
I am accusing an angelofr " 

The door opened, 

^ Alone, Montagu ?^' said brd Barton {. 
^ I thought I beard you talking. * Don't let 
me interrupt your private addresses to my 
mother, £Dr h see. you have no other com*-- 
pany« Or perha^is you were practising your 
maiden qieech in parHament, and making: 
an eloquent defence of the whole corps cUf- 
plomatique agadnst the charges of * the ho- 
iipurable gentlemen on the. other side of the 
house.' '' 

This sally of his Ibrdsliip gave Edward 
time to recover himself from the surprise of^ 
^e interruption.; and he was still further 
relieved by the appearance qf . doctor Ifoare. . 

^^dfoV* said the latter, addressmg £d- 
wahl, •' we are likely,.! find,. to hafve as 



Catifc. i suppose lard fiastan bsti told yigf, 
diat.'di^eisiiu) )>roq»act.(if ^a flpee^ trip4» 
Lisbon : and that being the case, iiDW. ia^ 

' ^ Oii^ ^e «half. find ^^tea^ ^and tteiani tb 
lit lAiak^ ^deiorv ilk iIhs iiiultkikk idF jLooU 
liM^lP 4dUa6id^9iModi ^ ^ .:>. ; 

^ tti^^M^ a' ib^liBe ibOi lu^ time?^ add 
Acf'dodior; ' ^'•-- - '- -••' ! •• •■ /. ' 

*«)lixiAg. Cam- atr: pttcbeMin ^QM^^tdfl: J^ 
rits, and will keep so, I am deterfi^iiied* 
flhi^ ittai-^isiof :Ha9«kf ^d ' I basvi been 
Vt>gMi|f# ^hd^-^cdei blornkigr His inb- 
"^ri Aeidiifeh«6s"^lftelgnvfse, is, ^yoka kflbar, 
« kind #f diasi^-key td ^ the gay'pardas 

me today to his «sters*-^niee dashing gltil, 
hil( '6aye. The dtikhess has a' SQUt.iof 
Feth TriamrU3tBixm\ptonjZDd}i^'tDam$tio 

-dd^e' me ^et^ in Ms barouohf. ^ He Jias gdt 
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aL chanmng barouche, and f6ur ddigbtM 
gnys. > His mother fiirnishes him iviflr 
weiy thong pifMij and h^ has ariiidst e±^ 
^site taste I" ' 

Mercy^ ostml^' exclaimed the: doctor^ 
do I teas ]ord«fiartoii ? Whjc^ nisf^ dear. 
4iird, but .ihat .Ae IcKstoipa^ of .the?£iig|iyi 
are changed since the jda^s lof ftlftiff awd 
friiice Hai^ I dioilld suppoaeyoil hud^tnet 
Jim young: iaarquts at til^e : BoarVheti » 
IBastcheap^ and had been scoring up t bif|t 
^^ack thia iiianuogl Why, air» th's is 
not tiielpaopei eve &c, a-aocretiiry.of 1<^ 

**' A word iayour ear,** said bis lordship: 
>^ Do: you kiiow, I hav^ quite c^baagM nif 
aoifld' about that bu^ess^ aiiice ' I *met> tl^ 
aiarqfus* . H^ %^ls . me . that it!s y a :Sorc of 
thing aiyojung .feUpw ^ my expectatiQas 
cmght to «ie^»B at< . 'It would be- well 
,enougb,\says.Jie, ' for' a fifteenth c^ »j|- 
teeBih sonli^f lord Roseville ; but, my dear 
£8ila!ir,itl would be mitfder of, the foi^J^sti^ 
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dfe&yt 4B feUov of ydurispirit^ vnth such an 
fxdaequcr.^ your dad' possessei^ for you^ aft 
onif^sonj fd turn ei^roGsiiig cleiic, aiid;ciqpy 
a parcet of > humdrum d^nttches.^ 'V 
:* ^Anddidyikurloniship listen' 10 ^ns^raic* 
tling nonsense ?^' .r i ^ 

•ci%ff aidfe^ idacfM^: i< >k r^' g^ -is^lisey 
and sound peidbzwatk;^ yMUxf^ fab^bii^ 
Mrf^toline^ee of iny- frfdi adbodlfeUdW^ at 
Eton, who were very clerer, and cut a 
ipiaab k the ^ Micfocosm,'* ^o have phied 
and fretted Aenael vea jalmofit iirtp oonsbihpi 
iSoiis vith diplomacy^: hijrt: then,.y6u kncwj 
they were gemuses wHhimt ar:pcBny of fof» 
'^me'; soitm^htdo for them as well as /a 
worse thing; as it m%htibr/Mh Montagu 
here*. But not a wordtc my &therof ^bb* 
Them *U be no occasion, Vm sure,, to quaml 
vith'him about it; because lord H'-^-**-^ toll 
me that he did not thkik his appoihtment 
(Would take place before spring, if it did at 
all. And so we. have got the whole winter 
lKfiQps.ua.to^nianisuvcein*'* *-. w* 
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liodnsfg da ttttMbtafu^^hase^of Ovi^^ 
Um as jnare wHacfjdo^ atfim ifab ^haagtie 
lord Barton. He ioohcd iiBiih;in iwpi»vpr^ 
anpme atillie: ^octixr^.dtut ijbe teteir at 
him. : . :.:i:iT 

! Jaoiajjle ^wa^pwr BAwmA tedtirint jhctiy 

^luQiu He. IBM auhbttt JUUttfi^iL fbaas «iiti^ 
wk favf wiflf 'flD'Snt^ fmcum^ ivhMi 'Wt^ 

4lp«m fi& Iicgs,iri&dcBQd his vhjlr stbcUngs; 
iMxpntssibks ^f dsrown' k6ia»}«ibre,.h«w 
ioned.'in tlve fiidiit x)f • his kossi vMi* sesirl^ 
lx» juie^ ikftm^pilB j liifiee ckribur ^peiirantE. 
txtaitstdie spte <a£ alaiiy'spairidf :sia7£^ 'vi'nt 
tarmouatad ^'a »Rt of Twjsisii turiiai^ 
woxn isaoiid tbe negfc iostaid ^ th« head,, 
which was concealed b)r:avfldouchad.iiat»,^UEL 
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nearly met the corners of the shirt coUaiv 
* which filiaded his ears. His outer garment' 
was a jockeyr ftodk. Thus disgused^ the 
marquis was seated on the dickey of the ba^ 
fooche^ hoidfaig four in hand* in a masterly 
ttyle» Twot grooms, oa hotsebaclc were- ±t 
die horses' heads ; onithe box with- the matw 
^uis sat a. stout man, whom Edward recog^ 
>bed s one of the party at lady Beaa. 
champs petit sauper ; but tfae body of die 
^gnhsgCy which* m^hape resembled a hearse^ 
wsis empty* 

i ^ It. the name dF wonder^'* eisciaimed 
Edward)! ^ can this be tfae costume of a 
]^omig i^pbfeman E)* .' 

** Yes, that's the morning di^esi <£ sL 
AtasquisiV ' ' 

^AkH ^hxM is he oa the boK with him.?'^ 

: ^'Goetel'' said die dodor. ^ Who would 

you suppcBe^^nDWy.' to.be^tttsi compiiiian;o£ 

a- yeuRg hobbonnc^' Yoa pdroerre he: i^ 

a man of some notoiiet]^ he attractethe atk 



tention of the populace more than the mar- 
quis/' 

L <^ He is, I suppose, some public charac- 
ter then P 

. *^ You are right*— He is a very striking, 
character— for he has fought many pitched 
battles, and has given pubUc lessons on the 
refined art of boxing« See, the marquis is 
introducing the bruiser to the son of an earL. 
They shake hands : now they dispute po- 
Utely for the ; seat of honour : the marqmt 
arranges it : he himself keeps the box, the 
pugilist descends, and cheek by jowl he imd 
the young lord are driven through tt^e streets 
by the son of a duke. O for the pen of a 
Juvenaii*' : ;• . 

<^ I am most of all astonished, sir," said 
Edward, *^ at the conduct of lord Barton." 
. The doctor sighed. He placed his bands 
behind him, and, with( his head cast down, 
walked silently about therooni. Then soat-i 
ing himself in a chair--— 



. " Well, sir,-' said he, ^.^ wd ixrhat are 

• . • • 

you going to do with yourself?" 

^ I widi you would have the gdodness to 

point out to me, in a situation so new, the 

most profitable way of disposing of my 

. Ume, sir, until t^e earl Arrives/* 
; ^* Is it altogeCh^ natural for a youth of 

ene^ or.two^mdrtwenty to pay such-imj^icit 
deference to an old feUow of threescore?" 
. ^^ My habits, sir, vifyf as little merit 

. praise as those on; which ]K)ii have bestqwed 
your censure; >biit9 bdieird mie, I do not 
affect propensities which I have not, nor 
have I des^iedJy concealed any that 1 have**' 
'^ And yet, sir, in London, yours will 
be qoqsidered asiatikade-iip charaderi People 
who are uQaequainted with the extraordinary 
con^binadoii of circumstances that have 
formed ybu what y6u are, will certadaiy set 
you down for a hypocrite,, unless you actu- 
diXf become one, and affect somefow &• 
4uonable vices which you have not**' . 

^^ Jf I understand you thto, I must study 
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doplkatytd aicq\iifie axiy pretqndohs tb* in- 
tegrity ?" 

'• ^^ It is^ done eveity day. ^alf tlie felBes 
icu which dicf young me& of this age, and 
ewTY age , I mppose, 1ndUl|fe, are teSdier 
the offspring of dietrotvn weakaiess dr vice. 
The race-couret of these animals is marked 
oilt'fkyrthem, and i»hM?er refbsesto hm it 
is esteemed a: fool or a hypocrite ; and thus' 
It 19 that so many belie their own tatte, feeU 
ihgs;. and opinions; by foUowhigthe actions^ 
of othersi Hbdiord Bditon^' for instance^ 
CDOtiiyi]^ onder the influence of His ilittHei^'s^ 
and the few odier estamplci^ he Im yet seen, 
he would have copied them with the sdme 
serv9ity as he now wiif otk«i^ Bdr I fon^ 
saw diat ia JLdndon* he iit&oid eUpeAeaixf 
the wa&t of any originaKty' of nmid, aild^ 
diat, uniiKhe was^qnicldy edgag^ed in soitie' 
serious pvmk, he oouid.nbt te kept out^ oP 
thd tade * I have desicribed. Should^ ttie^ 
j>ostpon^men^ of biy employtnefnt afcmad*' 
keep himi hdre but ^on^ mt^^^ A0 resUIt, 

' ^ 8 
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rdoid>t n6t, will t>e> tiiat lord Bartbn viH 
, become, if not as vicious, at least as f rivo« 
|ou8, as any other lord within the vortex of 
fashion. But I am talking to you as freeljt 
as if you had been my sworn secretarj^ in- 
stead of secretary elect to my quondam pupil. 
How is it, sir, that you hare thu^ insinuated 
yourself into my cotnSdence ? ' I declare I 
tiever meant it. Tou have some how or 
other 8t0l^ ' into my affections, and, not- 
'«9ithstauAdhig Ae disparity of our years, I 
feet more ptea^urS Uiid (ess reseive ia your 
society than in d^t of any man I have ever 
known since the wifortunate death of a 
worthy friend who bore the /same name as 
ydur own, and in honour of whose the- 
mory, indeed, lady Roseville has so calledl 
yott*** 

^ ^^ What did you say, sir ?** said Edward : 
^^ was there ever,' then, a ceaf Edward 
Montagu ?" 

- <^ Ask die amiable-otiginal of ^t por- 
ti^t {pointing to lady Roseville^A picture) 

VOL. II. F 
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i^ qu€Gdcn, a^d ueavs of the «K>st hetrta 
{dt tenderness will be h^r^eloquent reply/* . 

" Sir I — sir! — ^how? — tenderness !-r- 1 beg 
jour p^don, sk;^ I am*tQ' blame/* 
. « Fori«diat?'' 

^^ flor'4^«ii^^.9^<^gethcMigb($vvrhich 
-*--I beg your par4oii,'' '- i. 

1 « I dop't ^understand yqu/ • sjHd Dr* 
Hoai3^,, SK^prised ii^ Ibis torn : ^t your 
thoughts, whatever they n»9y.b^ yofi biC^a 
i^ot^et ea^e^Kd^ bat t^hh aot! fli^ rfittt 
dme \ have r«P3Jpk;e4 tfee^ »ai;uisl bw9ts! cf 
an ingenuous ii^nd .^|9i|gh)% |r§$enre thiit I 
2Mn suceisgaini^:tp,yo^ Lh^ye iio.trlaim^ 
4:ertainlyt upo^ yfi^ q<3g[ifi4$iic^5:ie*fiepit:$ucb 
asripay.bft; dw to 9i linoirQ . isislirt for yottr 

** Oh,- ar^ you pain me by this 1tJmi> 
^^^sg,? ^emijKed JBdwaed : .".piray, think 
«o moit <)f it." 

*' Ofwhat?" ♦ : : 

' ♦^•SpV hawlJte i^jfor a. noble spirit to 



wear disguisel Sdme idea has ari^ in youc 
mind from ni}^ m^idon of lady &osevilIe in 
connexioii with my old friend Mcfntagiu It 
is an idea unworthy of your ch&racter, I pew 
ceive'; aod, though rnot ulfefed by. youir 
tengue, the pure spirit that ammai«^. every 
lineament of yoUr &ce. has > betrayed it in 
your own des|Hte/' 

** Good heavens, sir ! — Surely r-'^ 
" No i|aK)re' evasion, young man: the 
thought was. involuntary,, and perhaps the 
error wa& natural* Thus £ar' there is nothing 
to be a^amed of* I rejoice^ indeed^ that you 
have betrayed your mistake, since it enables 
me to cocrect it. Most seriously, most 
earnestly, then> let me impress upcin you 
this important truthr— a truth of which I am 
is posidvely ccnxvinced a3 that I exigt — ^Be- 
lieve me, that in lady Roseville you have 
found the most disinterested benefactress : 
I blush for you while I feel it necessary 
most plainly to say, that you have no more 

F 2 
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affinity ^th chat most ^ure of mortals thaii 
with all the Vmng dataghters of Eve/' 
: Edward's fisure was flushed \rith shame, 
juid he bent down his head abashed* The 
doctor saw his pain : without noticing it, 
iiowever, which he knew would only in* 
crease it, he continued, altering his voice 
irom the most grave and impressive to a far 
fniliar and indifferent <one-~ 

** The Edward Montagu, of' whom i 
jspoke, was more than forty yeans older than 
sniss DarHngton, when that portrait of her 
was painted. I remember its being brought 
down to Darlington Hal) c it was tiung up 
in the little parlour, I recollect, the v^y 
Bight before Montagu and sir Alfred Beau* 
iihamp setoff for the continent/* 

." Sir Alfred Beauchamp i'* exclaimed 
Jld.wanL 

" Yes : that nobie youth was then imder 
ihe guardianship of lady Roseville*s &ther« 
Mx, MoAtagu was his preceptor, as l^e had 
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bi^it.chat of miss Darlington, of her father/ 
and of myselfi Th6y took leave of us 
amidst our tears — ^prophetic tears!— ^for we- 
never saw them more* Had the'murderer*a 
poniard spared them, your benefactress^, 
would have been a Bfeauchamp, notia Rose* 
villcl*' ' 

" Dear sir," said Edward, ^ how thuch- 

« 

lam obliged by this kind nes»-:-thi5 6oxifi»' 
clence ! In* all the many conversations I have 
held with the venerable old steward at 
Beauchamp Abbey, he has evtr evaded this 
part of the family history." * - 

^* I know his motives: hi$ faithful at- 
tachment to the family caused him to throwt 
a veil over suspicions that the rest of the- 
world will for ever indulge." 

[Here Dr. Hoare related the adventures 
of the two Beauchamps and Mr. Montagu, 
at Florence.^ 

Edward listened with eager att^tion to 
the doctor's narrative. Every seo^nce in- 
terested him ; but when the name of si^nora 
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Belloni was repeated, the caution whidfi he 
had the preceding evening received — * Be- 
ware the syren Beauchampj beware the 
inonk Beltoni !* — rung in his ears, and he 
started with an involuntary expression of 
horror and surprise. 

** I much fear, sir," said he, ^ there is 

* A)mething w!"ong ! These Bellonis cannot 
be innocent; • But is it not wonderful, sir, 

/ftd pains were erer taken to bring toHght 
so foul a deed?'^ • ' 

• " That which is every one^s affair is 
no one's," replied the doctoif, " In a fo-*' 
reign country, in a city where they had not 
(frven an acquaintance but the man they tra» 

^ ^Ued to embrace, who were to interest 
themselves in behalf of the unhappy baronet 
and his friend, if a brother did' not ? The 
bodies were found, and were interred : the 
survivor and successor followed the mangled 
Corpses to the grave ; and then espoused 
dbe Italian woman now styled lady Beau- 
ehampr* 



> 

! '^ Did they then Visit Rigltod ?** 
' ** Nb ; they continued*^ to reside at Flo- ^ 
peiKefor- a considerable time. They then* 
repaired to Paris, where they lived in a style 
of extravagant dissipatioii that- soon ex- 
haHst^ all that itcctimulation of ptx^perty 
with which th^ excellent father • of lady 
Rbseville had fl^lt^red himself to restore the 
genimie' splendour of thfe housfe of Beaiv-* 
Gbsanp, He did not li^e to ^^ th^ mn^; 
but in % fe\ir«^y«eu^ihe4a^ guinctf that ceuid- 
be raised in England upon the estate wa^ 
sqiiandered xwsiy in Paris. Suddeinly sir 
£venml and his lady vanished from that 
city, and wiere: heard of nb tn&tt till the 
death of thei:uii\torthy baronet was an- 
nounced ta^itave' taken place in Switzerland. 
For some time no claim on the estates of her 
husband.' was made by* the widow; but at 
length this signbr Bellonl, her unde, who 
was ithen for the first time heard of. airived 
in London, with an aodount tbtt the dowager 
had 'b^ yx pregno^/ and tlmt ^ son and ^ 



l^eir to the Isue baronet had been bdm at 
Basle, and baptized in the Protestant faith by 
the same of Evefird» in honour of his de^. 
parted sire," 

** All is not right in this business/* said^ 
Edward with earnestness i " have you ever 
^€onv:ersed with this unhappy y<^uth?** 

*^ Only once or twice : we came oven in 

. the ssune packet 4 but lady RoiseviUe; fdt sa 

much horror in the company of the mo*i 

tber, that v^e avoided tbem as much a&' 

possible." . ' . . i 

^M am most warmly intei^ted in this: , 
story, sir; I fMj I scai:cely know why, a, 
heartfelt veneration for the> nanfxe of Beau-** 
champ, and am zealous for i the honour of> 
the family. The oW Abbey and its vcne». 
rable domestic were the first objects^which im- 
pressed my fancy,, and they warned my: 
mind almost, to enthusiasm/' 

It is a pity,*' said the doctor, smiUng^ 

that th^e is not some wronged facoale. 
orphan of thw old, AbWy, in whose behalf. 
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such a knight-errant might break a lance. 
But come, we must descend from our ro- 
mantle flights, and recollect our real charac* 
ter^ and situations. I am called Dr. Hoare^ 
an old fellow who has seen the world, and 
is not unwilling to communicate what he has 
seen, for the benefit of others ; . and you are 
a young man, to whom even London is 
new. We will, therefore, if you please, 
take an early dinner, and avail ourselves af-* 
terwards of the^ ppportuxiity of being our 
own masters to vidt one of the theatres in 
a sober style ;^a privilege which we shall not 
be indulged with when our fashionables 
arrive* 
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CHAPTER V. 



COVEKT-GARDEN THEATRE* 



€C 



X O Covent-Garden Theatre/' said doc- 
tor H6are to the s«Tant who put up the 
Step of the hackney-coach into which h^ 
followed E(}v^rd. ** Now am I about to 
erijoy a treat,** continued he, *^ which ha§ 
long been denied me. It is many- years 
fince, in a snug comer of the pit, I was 
present at the first representation of a new 
play. It is impossible to convey an idea of 
<:he pleasure I experience on such occasions, 
when the author is not so unfortunate as to 
meet with damnation, which will not, I 
trust, be the case tonight ; though this time 
Fast year I understand he was for the first 
time unsuccessful in his attempt to amuse.'' 

They were set down in Bow-Street, 



I 
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where a crowd of people wer« alr6a^ as- 
sembled, waiting for the opening of die 

doors. ' / 

" WilJ you •mitiire ift tliJs crow^, ri#?" 
saidEdwattl. - • * > ' 

« waif?*' wpKed the ddctbi", buttOftmg 
up liiS' eoat, and prej^ring for' a.^Uee^^; 
" Will I ?" repeated he, with i sp^cfefe of 
^m^ti^QiSBi i ^ Tl^utid^j man \ I hkVe stood 
at tfie doors of life theatre three hbut^, foi^ 
ihe 6ake of seeing a Aew play, before now ; 
afid have' elbowed Bfity w&y ad well as the 
stoutefet^iattictog thettl ! Come, you- have 
toly-to^^stkiid closed dfid takfe care to keep 
your armi down, and your dbows a little to 
the right and left of you ; and mind, when 
the doon^^opefi; don't go near the ^all, but 
keep in the middle of the stream/- 
- • Ih k'few *toiAutes the^oors wafe operted ) 
larid th<& eaW of Edward ^ere terrified wifh th^ 
following outcries : " StSnd back ! Stand 
baefc ! Take cafe of your pockets ! I>On*t 
6()ueeze so, sir! You Ml kill this kidy^ 
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^r, 8he*s fainted I O Lord, my arm*s broke I 
Sify you 're no gentleman, to shove so I 
Ma'am, this gentleman poshes me i** 

The novice, in such a sc^e^ was actually 
alarmed, and could scarcely, believe his 
guide thaf all this vociferation was excited 
simply by the impatience of the crowd to 
d>taiii admistf on. 

At length, however, they entered the 
theatre, . where a}l thesp alarming exclatna-* 
tions were exchanged for smiling faces, with 
the e:{^ception of one or two country young 
lasses, who bewailed the demolition of va« 
rious articles of ^nery ; having ignorantly 
attired themselves in box dresses to scramble 
into the pit. 

The eyes of Edward bad now ample em- 
ployment: they were first directed by bis ears 
to the high regions assigned to (hat part of 
the audience called the " gods," namely, th^ 
galleries, where a loyd confusion of voices 
of all tones, and in^all keys, accompanied 
by icat-calls and whistles, were calling out^ 
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f ' JoneSy where are you ? ^ibon ! Jerry ! 
Jem! Herd Come up! Where's Sad? 
Here— <:xmie dorwn ! ' ' Doxies were scream* 
ing for '. their sweethearts, and ( 'prentices 
roaring for the companions of their toils 
and pleasures. 

Doctor Hoare .had taken his old station^ 
OA the first row of the pit } and while Edward 
was gazing at the gods, the doctor wat 
leaning his back against the ordiestra, and 
adjusting the position of hb wig after the 
disorders of the crowd. 

** What an uproar they make there!'* 
said Odward. 

^^ Oh, it's quite shocking !" said the fat 
wife of a tallow-chandler, from J^shop^ate* 
Street, who had been treated to the play by 
a wine-merchant's clerk, who lodged in her 
firsi; floor. '^ It*s quite a nuisance to ret 
spectable people, as comes to hear a jilay* 
I thinks it would be a good thing if there 
vas n't no galleries at' all !'* 

Ton my Yurd, ma'rm,** said her cttis- 
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bea, V tbat*s vat I calls a good highdeen 
Suc^h tow. people tiiigfat go Ito Hishlef's^ 
ai»l auclihas that diere, you know^' 
: ^^JDo.'yba:kmWy Montaga/^ said dte 
doctor^ ^ he kaoied fais arms on ki$ ^tick^ 
looking towards the gialleries, and :v«^)bui 
$edcui^:tO} hate^ faeand tixe polite effu^kmi of 
bk nd^hbouis;)'^?^^^ do you know^ nxy h^ait 
^wsi mtb n^Tture at K^hnesdng tmc&' agaia 
the: noisy faappimsss and freedom! o.f siy 
country men I On. txo other spot of the 
globe that I haye travelled' is there sucli a 
Spectacle as that. Visit a foreign theatre, 
and you will find, I grant, the utmost de- 
toruni^-hlRit His the decorum of children at 
school^ maijiatained. by die terrdnof puni^ 
mient ; for there yo^ as an EngJishman^ 
would 1)6 shocked at the sight of soidiei^ 
armed amongst: their fellow cidzens ass^m- 
Med for the purposes of pleasure axid^ aimise* 
ment, enjbrdng order by the point- of the 
bayonet/* , - 

<*^ Oh J infinitely better is it,'* said an Did 
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« 

gentletfian who sat on the next sdat to the 
doctor, ^^ that we should have our heads 
pelted now and then^ with thb nrld of an 
0T&ngtj than that o«ir U^es-bhoUld^be ex« 
posed tO'the mklice or mistake of Is5ine hot! 

* • • • 

^liskiier ;-^etter too that oecaskmAlIy our 
nm^ are a little irrkated by n<Mfie, than 
thait the Viide or^veli riotous jdlity ^Brii 
tisk freedom ^^Id be chan^d: toihe' ser« 
Vfle sileilce or ^emiflafe decency of '^axi^ en- 
slaved pecxple*'* ^ ^ -' > . 
• ^*^ I 'should kaiow thkt voice,** ^said doctor 
Hoare, ^^ ^M soi^ih^g of tiiaf * face^ too j 
though *it is sonte years rtcrfcr- X " ■ v " 

"Blesfe keT^ e^d'the ofAef,J«« can it 
be?— Db L s^ ^fonathan Hcistfe ?-^What, 
have you fdrgotten Sam O^lvy ?*' ' - 
- ** My dear fellow ! why, this' is an ^i^ 
counter indeed, ©ear Ogihy,* Fmust take 
your hSuid, though in publki Hei^i cbmd 
take this- seat— {making room on the first 
row)i— How happy I am to see you alive 
tod hearty ! Why, how many yesars have 
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elapsed sihce we : were together ' at the 
theatre?'* , . 

« Fifteeni at kast/' aaid Ogilyy. 
. *'Mn Mofitagu/' said the doctor, "I 
beg yoipr ppfioa. This is Mr. Ogilvy, <Nie 
of my oldest friends ; and the; meeting vail 
be no less beneficial to you than it is de-. 
^D^l^fuly to me ; that is, if QgHvy be the 
$aaie Qgilyy be was fifteen years ago, fkart 
lie was then a sort of walking guide to 
the literary world : eh, Sam,' is it so now, 
trh ? So, our old' friend Ralph is dead at 
last, aft^ having been Lord of Literature, 
as one may say, these fifty years. Jdly to 
theJast^ I'm cold. Many a beef-steak haye 
we i|eicoured tog^her at Dolly's. Well, he 
did not live in vain; for he was the original 
desi^er, you must know, Montagu, of 
reviews, which have essentially served the 
cause of literature ; and though occasional* 
Jy the office of a reviewer be abused, yet^ 
like the uproariness of our gallery gods, 
the rudeness of these rogues must perhaps 
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be tolerated^ if we would retam the liberty oi 
the press* But we must reserve your budget 
of literary news^ Ogilvy, till another pppor- 
dioity. This gentleman (pomting to Ed- 
ward), be it known to you, is now for th# 
fil^ time in his life at a play. — He has beeiy 
in Lpiidon but a couple of days/' > 

** I think thenj" said Ogihry, " you 
^ught for the first time to hare treated hin» 
with .a real play — something of Shake^ 
.^leare'^ST^-TSomethiDg worthy: the name of a; 
drama«'V » 

. ">Psha, OgilFy!)! see 'you retail your 
old prejudices for the antients, eh ? Many* 
a tough argument have you and I had on 
that topic. What, you sliU 8tk)rie for the 
Augustan age of literature, eh? The pre^ 
aemt times produce nothing but lrash.> Oh,^ 
cant ! cant ! sheer cant, *OgiWy : I ^was in' 
, hopes you had left it off ere this*"' 

^^ See the. nonsense which will be repre-' 
sented on these boards tonight, and theii 
judge if the taste of our times be not a de- 
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generate one.— ^Nay, I will kave it td 
the unprejudiced opinion of your young 
fiiend/ • ; . * v 

" Ihave certainly,** said Edward,." reJ 
ceired gr«at, L may say sublime, pleacur^ 
from :thE dr«nas pf -Shakespeare ttk- tha 
closet/* ' .. ... 

' " But, sir,'*^ iriteirupted Ogilvy; *^ ybu 
can have no xrcs^cepdon (tf the (S0xtt of 
those dSviiie scenes in representation, Ainlesv 
yp\| jaxe .sor f orhin^&os/ tp isde^^tiie '-eha^ttefir 
of our great bard embodied, as it were, kf^* 
t(re Av^Aderful jiowarslof ai.Kdn^ble kfif a 
Siddons.'*.. : -! I ' . > 1 ■'- -> 

; « But,l Qgilvy^" saidlthe>.doctor archly,: 
V th2)|t:^<)[i44Aotido,iy«>aknow; forsdimiy^ 
the a^'^ tufiing'7 dcgenbrkfees \lilDe werf 
thing else, and he coiidin't see Qarrickor 
Cibber, yQU'knof>r.''- 

" Why/ I will com^de a point in hvoat 
o£ pur gfeM adiress . Siddcms ; I must cdn- 
fesQ,.I think she ncKrerwas:excelted.'^ ' 

Here their conversation was initriupt^d, 
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for a £e\r minutes, by the ascent of the niu- 
sicians from beneath the stage into the or- 
chestra^ who stunned the nlusical ear, and 
locked the taste €tf Edward by- their slovenly 
execution of what is termed '^ the first mu-» 
&c ;** > which, being perfieJrmed about half an* 
hour before the commencement of the play,' 
is always accompanied by the discord arising 
from a noisy gaU«ay , the opening and shutting 
of th^ box dolors, and the voctferartlfig vdce^ 
of box'keepers toi^ouncing the' names' of 
^ties'conling to thear 'places; ahd'tha^elw^ 
is altogether disregarded hf tile ^form«f«» 
sis well as audience. 

By this time the pit was crowded to ' an( 
overflow, as well as every part ^of the bdxes^ 
not reserved Aw company. /. 1 

** Aire the theatres generally as well aw 
t^ded as this is tonight ?*' said EdWaafd. ' i 

" They are scarcely ever so crowded 
as on the first night of a play/* replied 
Ogilvy; 
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" The love of hoVdiy, I Siipj^^se ?** $ai(l 
Edward. 

" This particular species of novelty has* 
many constant votaries" said Ogiivy j *• I 
couM now pomt out to you> I date say, nearly* 
a hundred fkcf?^, which are always to be^ 
seen at the theatre on these occasions.'* ^ 

/* And these occasions occur now, Ogii- 
vy^** said the doctor, " at least ten tka^ ar 
ofteilt as they used to do twenty years ago.**, 
. ^'That would be all very well/' said) 
GgHvy, ** if they regsaid the trouble of 
COBUAg.now as well as they did then/* 

. *' Again at your old trfck of abusing the; 
present age, Ogiivy. J^et me tell you, n^o*' 
dem. genius is too much decried. Though I; 
have been absent from England, I have been^ 
ao: stranger to English literature; and 
though I v^ill own tiiat the wbrk^ of our- 
reigning dramatists have n9t my unqualified 
approbfldon, yet, besides making due allow-, 
ance for the difference of effect in th^ closet 
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and on the stage, I have met with much to 
admire in p®int of plot, of character, of 
sentiment, and of genuine broad hjimour, 
if not of wit. \Vfeere, for instance^ 
among the works of your favourite dead, 
will you &ld me a more lively,, yet just^ 
delineation of nature than in the Farmer 
Ashfield of Morton, or the Job Thornberiy 
of Colman? Match me, 4f you can, the 
original eccenft-icity <rf oar author of tonight, 
as displayed in his Vapid !" . , 
• ** O monstrous! Reynolds is nothing 
but a downright caricaturist." 
' '** I see, Ogilvy, you are still a closet- 
man. Why, my frigid, if art author pro- 
fesses to sketch the manners of th£; times, 
and if the prominent, characters and promi^ 
nent follies of the day be, as they certainly 
are, caricatures of nature, blame the sub* 
jects if you will, but the artist who makes 
us laugh by his cojHes of them deserve 
praise for the haj^ dexterity of tis j^en^ 

en/' 
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Edward's attention was divided betwieea 
listening to this dialogue, and surveying th^ 
novel spectacle of: the interior of ^ London 
ifheatre.'- The blaze of l>eauty that now 
filled the. ciri:le qf bqxe$ wa^ ^K^hanting j 
wd : his eye roved from object to :pbj^e€t \Wth 
^dighlf^ .Pre9^tly, however^ one bdx claimt 
ed his fixed observation ; and he interrupte4 
the cpftversgitioB of thq two critics, by point- 
ing Out: ^ the docK^r the Beauchamp family^ 
attended by captain' Neville j and in the. a(l: 
jpiniagjbQic the doctor observed .tbe duchess 
of Belgrave and her lovely daughters, 
- Lady Beauchamp, whose, arm^ .weife re- 
markable foF their beauty, sat VH front, 
^ecliiling her head upon. her hand,- for the 
pvurpq^e of exhibiting, the said ' beautiful 
^fiji brilliantly ornamented arm. Beside 
her sat Neville ; and next to her was ^ lady 
unknown to Edward by name, but who was 
one. of the peiit souper party. Belloni and 
the v^inakoly sir £vera*rd ^t behind them. 
One of the amusements of the compimy 
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in the fkj to pass away th^ hour pi^evious to 
the play, atid tbe pausi^/between theatts, if 
to conjecture or inquire, .or, if. they, happett 
to know, to pcdnt out to ^their neighbours; 
various public characters in the boxes.. Oij 
the second to^^ close tp Edward, there -sat 
^ stout short man, with a flaxen 1 scratch; 
who^ dress and manner by no means' indi^ 
cated that he was on visiting terms witH 
dukes and duchesses, but Svfaose universal 
knowledge . of the persdns' ^d history . of 
every :;iobb SinMly iiv.ither^hojuse, clearly 
evincied to Eciwardtth^t h^ was no IncoiDsi- 
derabl^ personage/ He'v^ right in his 
conjecturerrnfor he \|»a an <rfficar of polioe^ 

Ic sO'happenedi tb^it tiate^knowledge whkh 
this little /m^is headr-ifogit&ined was.copi^ 
pusly drawtt o€,: in the hearing of Edward, 
by the curiosity of 0. female in . company 
with him. . . 

" Whfl i$- that lady in ithe f^nk turban? 
\V%o i^. that queer«-looking old genllemaxi 
with th^ little .beaver hat otiiT* aad Jbany 
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Other questions of the ^me kind, Wre dis* 
posed of; when at length the ulquirer, m 
her tour round the lower tier of boxes, came 
to that which cdtotained the Beauchamp 
party.. 

** But, pray tell riie," said she, pointing 
to lady Beauchamp, *' do you know who 
that lady with the beautiful diamond brace- 
letsis?" 

** She goes by the name of lady Beau* 
champ,'* replied the ofadle. " She's lately 
come oyer from some foreign parts abroad* 
That chap with the great coat on, niufBed 
tip to the chin, behind her, was a sort of 
monkish priest id some Roman catholickish 
nuimery. He goes for her uncle; but that's 
a horn, you must know. The young feU 
low next to bith is ^r Everard beauchamp, 
the son of that foreign woman, as they say, 
by one of our English harrow^Jiights ; but 
that's another flam, in my mind. Howsever, 
I shall soon stag who they are^-^IVe had 
my doubts^ this ^eek or two^ ever since fheir 



IK L«S»Olf. Hi 

f^mecfloti \^ ^ M^ one, im,^ ot&^ 

«d« the 49sh|r Qiptivp STeviUe." 

«A$4wbp»$I)er 

«Sh«?-rWby,.tl»t' 8 the iWJtQife^.-r-r-j 
chcTs.'did fin$ pf.&oiitJe ^tLmbl«9$. and her 
hudniDd's: Jprn. of the oUi^. 9^fii^!W9 
1»ve to l«iek.aft«».'* 

« Lai*- «aicj tib My* ^^ aod to hwe ^ 
impudeiH:e t9, (^low h^ Suce lii p^lic } 4M 
to be suret 99s tbe ^ymg it, ym saaiy kopw 
fofts Iqr the <;ompmy they fceep ; 2^ ao^ I 
dl»re saiy l^t laciy Sei^y«)»snp i$ 4$ |^t a 

« That> ttot ike, v<>m.— ^Btjt I eh^ll spw 

iuiig ho? My^^p, |f |»4y she l?§i, IVe » 
i^e: hi <af a p^.SRf0f; her, ^^ d^ Jasjby 

ffia^es hiiti t^ke her h towi f<^ ^He» .90r her 
jwcle^ nor. die yoiffiig 9»e iwnjipr, srpiU4 
i^y€^.toye.be»mtM>liked9 wen by f^Nf i^l^V 
lul ^Attiy if he had not .cQAtnr«4 it/* ' 
. ^'JLad TSifcit ife he then r 

VOL. lU O 
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Kving \iOp: . H^ hasn't a pieniiy of fortune | 
and yet there isn't never a rout^ nor 
graneUtO'do any wHere, but some^how * or 
otRer We nose fe to be seen (here. - He hires 
a 0a&y carriage by thety tar, imd contrives 
topdy 2l fe^ servants } ^and- he- has ^ kiiack 
of worming himself into thfe confidence Jof 
your younker ' sprigs of quality ; and under 
pi«teric€ of helping them oiit of their hpb^ 
bles and scr&p^,ke helps the flats out of theif 
Spanish, >vhichkfeeps him in' pocket-mbn^/* 
- Hitherto the ters of- Edward had - lost no . 
word. He suffered the doctor and his frknd 
to chat upon old affairs ; till the ringing of 
the bell summohed the ra^appearanee of the 
mu^ieiatos* i^ the or&hedtta^ Xvho ^d not 
|)lay(Bd three bars ere the curtain dreW up, 
and -Mr. Murray entei'ed to sp^k the pro-^ 
logue. That juci&ious performer was re-- 
i:ared wiiif e boisterous applause, ^ which at 
once denoted the Unanimous good h^Ou^ of 
the audience, and foreilt)!^ the suGce^bf the 
piece. Ed^dViattention iliiring the repre* 
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se&tatbnof the coibedy vraSrOrat^d Jo the 
stager the interesting maniierof K^ioble, iq 
the chaiacter d£ a rustic, though noc within 
the general line of his performance^ gave si 
stamp of reali^ to the scefie ; : th$ whimsi- 
cality of Fawcett enlivened it ; and^he talents 
of the performers in geileral were soj^udably 
exited to embody the design of the. author, 
that the novice entered with all the enthusiasm 
pf his nature into the delusion of. the drama. 
The plot, which turned on the substitution 
of a child stolen from its par^its for [another 
which had died, came so home to his owii 
dtuadon, that he paid the U^bute.of ihis 
tears as well as his smiles to the powera of 
the author, ;..*:: 

: Between the acts, however, instead of offers 
mg to his companions any remarks^ himself, 
or attending to their critical^ observations, his 
ear took a direction towards the little man 
in the flaxen scratch, whose sharp eye flew 
rounU the theatre with a hawk-like swiftness. 
Nothing further dropped from tiie lips of 

G 2 
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this gei^ianoft, vibich challenged pardciUar 
itteniioti, ufttil die end of the fourth act, 
when his eontpamon said, loud enough to 
be heard by Edward, 

' ^^ Lai«-^How familiar the duchess of 
Belgrit^ talks to that there captain V^ 

^^ Ye&— ^ ^ does ;** said die other* 
f* Why, queer me, how's that ? They used 
to be at daggers drawn. Who's that 
youngster he is introducing to har and her 
daughter f oondnued he, rubbing his eye- 
gls^ with thi corner of his cravat* ^^ Oh, 
by the lord Harry, I seo~ Why, that diare s 
the son and heir of lUs here monstrous rich 
fiaiBily that's to <ut 'em all out dus season*-^ 
that's lord Barton — ^I twigged him diis 
momihggoisig into lord H-'. ' / ''s office, as 
I. ioras a^waidag indae lobby for die Russian^ 
amba85a^or,;a^x)ut abit of ®«nndljs%hi£^^ 
Moiw^xf i ha'jx''t^to tfaef^^atooKe,^^^ 
one. HajB^eii't yoiire^ in the newspafiersa 
good d«sdr.aboot xstDSi Mr. Mmwtaguf**, 
. Edu^ard jfarombled. 



' ^ Whaty about a youttg mati that was 
finind when a baby, and brou^ up. by lord 
Roseviile! and how he grew up to be so 
halidsotne and clever, and saved the life of 
a beauti&l young ladyi-~Qh, yer> and a very 
pathetital atoty it was : but I didn't know it 
wastrue.*' 

Edwitrd supported himaelf by ^raspkig 
Hie iron spik^ that are plSKred to prevent iiw 
tnsion into the wcfaestnu 
. *^ O yes> it's true enough; and| now bet 
gin to* smdA a rat* Master NeviileutMnka 
lumadf d-«— ^ clever ; but be wtoa't diddle 
ine so easily as he thinks fon I see now 
vi^at Ja^er, his footman^ wa$ tramping so 
late last night to the newspaper-cfSce about; 
Poor duchess of Belgrave I what a pity she 
should be such a flat I Now will that feilow 
Nevilfe niake her believe that he hte been 
the means of introducing her grace and her 
daughters to the ridi Roseville fanuly ; wh^ 
I saw her own aon driving lord Baiton and 
]Kg Jacky, die boxer» down F^ Mall 
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veiy mdrfllng: You.see thatfs tjie wSy*h« 
goebon. Why, i had itirom Saunders, his 
own valet, . that he knew nothing at all of 
these Beauchamp peopie tilb just as they left 
some biithandish pktee abroad, when he un«» 
t^xtooM to get *em i&tathe;£ist company^ 
here. Old Nick v stood his friend; and in 
the7€aitse {jacket they saited to Ehgland in,, 
there came over the earl of Roseville an(l 
family. He soon learnt that the eari wanted 
the Beaiichamp estate in the North, wMch 
joins'hii^'^wn ;' and'he put his wits to worfe^ 
and got Ute thbig agreed to in a cracL 
Transit ^t&e auctioneer and he galfeped 
tiown'to the North, fixed a price, and now 
he makes both families believe that he has 
done them the greater favour in the. world 
by intrbducing them to each other. Sauh<4 
ders^^ tdfd me this morning, ^ that when th^ 
wait down the last time tb Cumberland^ they 
found this Mowntaguk,Xich a.&vourite with 
lofd Roseville, that it iswhispered he mfust 
be *a' bit" of' 2 by-biow. ^ However that is^ 



Neville had art enough to get the care of 
Idniy biaags him.up to^Loadon, takes him 
to Beauchamp's last night, and whips off 

. Jerry to get it in the papers, that he and this 

Mr. Mowntagu are arrived together/' 

^* And what will he make of that V 

, *' Oh, we who see&iiigh,life, Elitty, is up 

to that gossip* . Why, child^ diis i^ the ^o 

"— Ttus Roseviile family will be the very tip« 

. py all the winter } . and there is i)ot a wife 
or daughter of a duke or lord in Londoid^ 
but what wouldrgive dieir little £nger to be 
at their grand-to-dos. Why, rm engaged, 
alfeady at ten guineas; a . night to go when- 
eyeif I'm wanted ; except when on* Royal 
^uty, yoUjknoY ;— rdam'mei J will ^rve my 

\ king first, lose what I wiU/ftyi,itK : 'JS^w, i£ 
fhat fljsli^y captain. cafti#i\2tl^!thfe P>^fti be- 
lieve thj^rhe ^4nfi9fliii<»i*ilblhetRD*viUil 

^f?%A M R^ayi % aJJL J4^4*kiind«r ccni* 

? tribution, and that'js what he's after ; bilt.hc . 

fs^^ ^^h jp^,'\ ',.:?.,. ^V^ia ^dh'' . 



The ^vettsati. ncm drew Vip to the kst act 
of thie ptey^ i*4^h'cond»ded ami^ 6lx>^» 
of ^piY^atkMi and sppfattlse. 
' The hour bemg late, as is vmsl on th6 
mght of a first tefncsentation, Edtvard and 
his coiiipaluc^ quiffed the th^tre is sdoii as 
die^^iniogtte-had be^ ddiVM^ . - 

Aif thef ibadetMefr \ray oOt^ llite 'do«t6# 
took^t^Ft{)bl^liit^ t6'#hlsi)ef'id theea^-nf 
MA**di' ^m at hfad ^ei-hei»»d atonsid^' 
a&l»j^ df^dKJ dtmv«^«ttj&h ^6 ^wyeh-h^ 
hSK) <b««&'4istei^^'^ «tMit of th^" aat^ 
b6, wfftote tadtt."!*' • 

** Well, sir,'* s^d Mr. Ogflvy, aaf hit 
im» rfii% a tKlk h^dkercUef mutd^ nedlt 
in tlief^^ii^M^'of tfee pit, ** I dare say^ yod 
IfavetetaidtKittd." 

V Yeti iiid«ed, feuft'* said £d«»»i$ <* I 
eooMr'DiiM hMtt hM^biM onA: k'petfiAefi 
fax KM to-'te iM>duic<(d^ bf ^ dxttmade 

**M. 8ar." repfied Oaitwi «* but «liil 



k this jumble of jokes, and tricks, and 
sentiment, tp the regular productions of the 
old school ?— *Trash, str-^tra^ V 

^^ I cannot speak from comparisQn, sir,'^ 
said Edwani, ^^ but if I fatay deliver an 
q>inion from the effect which this ccmiedy 
has produced upon my mind, I must prot 
nounce it an. excellent one. I may have 
Iwghed, peiiiaps, at a joke, and I may have 
sighed at situations or sentiments, which 
may be ccmdemned by the artificial rules o£ 
cold eriticism ; but you will pardon me if I 
did not check the irritadon which the former 
ixcasioned, or resist the feelings which the 
latter excited, when you recollect that this 
is the first dr^madc representation X have 
beheld. In dme, sir, I doubt not I shall 
lose the pleasure of a spectator in the fastidi- 
ottsness of a critic T' 

^ Well, done, my yoiuAg advocate P' said 
die doctor. 

They were pow in Bow-Street, where a 
scene which makes no impression upon the 

o5 



ISO 



A WINTER 



frequenters of a theatce filled Edward witb 
wonder. The night was dark, and in ad« 
dition to the torches of a score c^ bare-footed 
little wretches, whose infant voices usually 
scream, " Light, your honour — ^Want a 
coach, your honour? — Coach. unhired,"— 
on this occasioiti a hundred flambeaux, 
from powdered fbotihen, added to the biaze^ 
^he craving of wheels^ the trampling of 
horses, the oatbs dud exclamationsiof coach^ 
men, and the voices of footmen bawling for 
the different carrisiges, ' altogether formed 
a spectacle as interesting in its kind to the 
observant mijid of Edward, as the cause and 
^origin <>f the confusion. ' . i 

Mr. Ogilvy was rather infirm ; Dr. Hoare 
-had not a pef feet recollection of the avenues, 
and Edward was totally a strangei: :. they 
therefore were impelled badkwards and for- 
•wards by the c^i^^rd, until at - length they 
foumi themselves thrust into the outer lobby 
of the boxes, where a long vista of servants 
was planted, through winch the company 



tucked to ; their carriages ^as th^y drew up.. 
As- a. place of s^fety^ ; the; -rdoctor and Mr» 
Qjg^vy retreated behind this liveried alleys 
until, the .crowd, should; disperse^ and Ed<) 
ward, of course/ reif)aiaed with. t^i]!'. Iq 
a minute after they had 'taken their station 
a person at the door vociferated, ^ The du- 
chess of Belgrave's carriage stop^ l^e way.'V 
The echo wa^ . repeated from 'staircase to 
staircjase, till the house rung with ^* The- du- 
chess of Belgrave -s carriage stops the way/* ^ 

" O don't be after fatiguing your precious 
lung9 now/' f aid a tall brawny-shouldered 
fgUpWyhiif white an4 silver livery l 'Vmy lady 
duchess is one of the slowest ezeatures in a 
Jifwry ypufeyerf^V^ulof/* «; i, r •* 
I WheujJl^ fon;per.echa had ceased, a nei^ 
ppa conxmenced fix)ni the interior, and; pn> 
ceeded to the street,' of — ^* Captaiaf Neville's 
^^antSf^fr-Lady jBeajichaiEtp's seryaiits!— 
Captain Neville's servants Lrr^Lf^y,^ Beau- 
ckinipVspnantSi!" . .,-/•;*, 

Edward was all observation. Fre^tly 



one of ths loy diest yoting women ifliagtnabf e 
appeared leaning her hand on the turm of lonl 
Baxtdnt it was faufy Snsan, the eMe^ danghttf 
of the duchess. They ^ere ibllowed by 
captain Neirflle, with the doch^tt he^elf on 
one am and hfcdy Cai^fine tm the others 

^ Hartley behares iH in disappointing us,** 
said the duchess : ** it distresses rae to give 
you sotnuch trouble, my Wd.** 

*' Hartley has hid me under ererlasting 
obKgationsft>htm9 by a9br£ng me thishs^ 
piness,^ saidloi^ Barton. 

" So, sa,so r* said doctor Hoare: ** the 
youth proceeds with rapid strides, however: 
wcH done, Neville P 

^^ There is not a peer in all Christeii^ 
dom bdt would envy our lot, madam,^^ said 
Neviiie to die duchess, ^ and yAAi reasoi^ 
liappy feHows as we are !*^ 

** Is it the coach, Rrtrick?'* said the du^ 
chess ta the brawny fbotmaii. • 

• • • 

** Yes sure, your grace, and it b lli6 
s^adi.* 



^ Is mf chariot up V^ said the captaun tor 
ye servant. 

*^ Next to the duchest <rf Belgtave's, sk.*^ 

'" To Belgrave House, then/' 

Away drove the two velucles. 
' The next groupe that made its appear-* 
a&ce consisted of Belloni^ with sir Everard 
and lady Beaucbamp. Vexation and disap^ 
pointment sat upon the brow of the dowager^ 
she bit her lip, she flirted her faa ai^ ihd 
inoved along. Just as. they passed the coiw 
cealed trio, Jerry arrived Co say the car-^ 
riage waited. 

" Are you surCj" «aid • her ladyship, 
^ tbat loni RdSeviild's people toid you 
^r< Momtagt^.^d Dr. Hoare were at this 
theatre?"* 

, ^* Tes, my lady : and besides, I saw them 
myself iiji the pit.*' 

*• Gracious Heaven! — ^in the pit?** said 
her ladyship. 

" In the pit !'* echoed Belloni with a 
shrug of the shoulders and a grin, '* I told 
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you,** ad4ed he in a low^er^ yet audible, tone^ 
*' he would slip through your fingers, if once 
the grUve dofetgr arrived.'*, • 

" Let N^eyiUe* look to it : I wfll, aot>be 
duped with ^nt>aIiity,*^ ^aid her ladyship, as 
they quitt^ the, lobby. . ' 

. ^^ What does all this mesoi'?'*; said £d«» 
vard, . 

• ' " rit m<^aii9^ mischief,*** said the doctor > 
^^ but we'iHfiiist prevent k : .t|iap]i:;s to tljis 
friendly screea, we have overheard a littte 
of the plot, and we mu^ act accordingly/' , 

The crowd had by this time dispersed^ 

)and they sallied forth ff(>fl4^hdirtetseat: £d^ 

, ward, and the d^ctcfrjrieoiroid J» Rg^^iUe 

;HQui5e, i^berejhe Atitk. ^^yf jpxmrmi 

to pay them an early visit. 



^ I • 
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CHAPTER VI. 

9 

A VICTIM OP FASHION* 

J- HE duchess of Belgrav^ was once um* 
versally envied for her beauty j and even 
after her personal charms h^d lost much of 
their early lustre, the elegance pf her faste, 
the fascination of her ms^nners, the witchery 
of her accomplishments,, and the splendour 
of her rank, caused her ^ill to shine witli 
brilliancy as a star of the first .magnitude in 
the hemisphere of fashion. ' • 

Of late, however, this star had'rapicyT 
declined, and* seemed now fast verging ^be- 
low the glittering horizon into bfiiivion's' 
shade : or — to use words which will perhaps 
.bet better understood by the childre^ of an 
age in which money is' aljnost synopymous 
with virtue, happiness, and fame, — ^the du- 
chess of Belgrave " was poor. 
6 
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Transplanted in the spring of life from the 
restraint of a nursery to the very summit of 
fashionable freedom, her young and lively 
imagination was dazzled by the sudden 
elevation/ and the unsuspecting openness of 
her heart rendered her the too easy dupe of 
*' her dear five hundred friends." Married 
to a man whose happiness consisted in being 
deemed the " jolliest among jolly fellows,** 
conjugal felicity was quite out of the cata^ 
k>gue of her expectations } and she the more 
easily surrendered herself the victim of the 
world's adulation, when she discovered^ and 
felt that the heart from which she had ex-* 
|)ected homage was at once indifferent to her 
charmi and careless of her reputation. 

At the first beckon, therefore, did the 
lovely duchess of Belgrave trip into the 
maze of fashionable folly, and soon her 
rank, her talents, and vivacity, enabled her 
to leid the giddy throng with which dbe 
mingled. Jlnainoured of the height she had 
attained, and proud of the universal suf- 
7 
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ftages'of every Tank^ in thus diddbigiiidiing 
her daiins to admirUion tbove all eompeti. 
tors, it b a subject tar regret^ for heart&h 
fky, but not for wonder, that to maintafai 
thbtfiumph a youthfol feaiale eirea^xtally 
ioerificiKi hk b6iDm^$ peace. 

In the first days of profusion and extnu 
iraganc^ the etfh of dis^ariotiiigere ma&ed 
by the syepf^ms aiound her with a rebe of 
fseffkneiit. Her first pecuniary embamos^ 
SMStt; die inevitable iconseqnence of ikaHi 
Mied eBq)enditttre, was lio sooner feity diaa 

ahtitirir«d bfiba of i4i^ instantly dit^ed 
it; 

The fedfity witib which she afose ffoni 
that degradation^^ was the &tal cause of all 
Ae many deep and bitter bumsliations Into 
whk^she<^ub6eqaistdymilik« - 

At fost die shame^ the terror of an ex* 
ttausted cdfer, in her hours of sofitude^ 
sttffised 4ntli bumii^ bludies her tear-dewed 
Atkk^ tad 'chMled hei^ trembthigr ftasilF 
idthfitt i(^iteath-like cokitibss. Suti»iwi 
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she saw a ! thousand jppiinds produoed vfkh 
no other trouble' than! tfae\a!tQrejBigAatAre.$xf 
her name, the naJtural jfe^lings. of innato ^ 
horror were scofii^ at . as jthe .phantoms of / 
spleen, and economy and disi^etion were at 
once blotted out .of the estimate of a duchess'a 
morality. . . * • ^ * ^ - .-•:... 

^ It waa.tbtts. that from day to day she pro^ . 
ceededin.the progress of a dissipated life^ 
aiming to supply the perpeto^Iy. recumng 
void of an unsatisfied heart by the yapoura 
frf happiness, whioh i«ide^*wr.ever saw* doiA 
self-flattery for eyer..|iiK>toi^;..bt)t.t(rludi^ 
coldly passing over her bosom, left disap^? ' 
poiritmient and regret, tbfe* sole ' V^gi^S of 
their airy existence^./ . .• ^... . . :; 

V Yet stiil ^ i!fec4i9i4 b>J9ii^i^i^e^,,.Jo m 
dread of ymxti'Ao^^'tiBamidS^ 

auocfifided a desp^rtat^ 4t^c§^f !thj» .^e, 
90d;jan :aetu^ly,:jfci«rffii:ippw!tic# of .rtiff . 
<ilfaer, . HeF ^Ktr^VigjiBQeis hegaK thf^ mfS^ 
Wg^Oi disft^SPes; ^OirefiKfHfl^tliflw ^^r-wj^ 
C0«»9eil.<^ to «ib^5o:^i»Sifif^iy^Q8n^% 
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fieas of! (%mty axid honour; Co throw a vdl 
over thera, she again had recourse to . new 
f acts of dis^patian and profusion, which 
\ being . succeeded by increased embarrass* 
ments, her situation became desperate in the 
e^tr^me. 

*. Too proud to recede from the csreeir 
of fashionable rivalship on which she had 
entered^ her high spirit revolted at retire- 
ment ; and at all hazards she rushed on with 
^ an increased ambition to .outvie the ^ most 
lik^fUE^riA iastej; and the* most* opul^t' in 
cxpeiise. .. : ^ . "^ 

. Yet, though dis^pated in her mode of Ufe^ 
sever did holy nun carry to, a vestal gmvea 
heart more true to her .monastic vows, thail 
was that of the duchesabf j^elgcaveto thos6 
winch* she ihad taken at the altar '; notwiti^ 
staiidmg the loud .rumours which\ sdandaA 
loved taeo^o^ and ivhich theJeviliy Joj^-het 
manpers, or her forced cppdescetnsioii . to 

' • ' . , ■ ... i v.- I 

some freedoms, s^em^^'d to saA^.tjion.;. .fj|j§}j . 
was her hes^rt les^ gpmpitssipnii|g.{jhanrch9atj^^ 
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Her charities were only restrained b]^ het 
poverty. 

Such was the duchess of Belgnive^ whose 
character is further illustrated in her owa 
letters, which at the same time detail smns 
of the events of that winter, so impcntant la 
the histcnry of Edwaifd Monti^u, in a manner 
laoit £&hfbny alive to the scenes d 

" TO LADY FORESTER*. 

. ^^DearSix, 



<• 



Beii^ ia fa%h ^irits, yrfaich I xaieaiatt 
will last about twenty minutes or half aa 
hour; I am abo&t to make your ladyship a 
present of them. There's a^torly sacrifioiul 
for you !-^I verily believe^ if I were certain 
that scmie loving relation of mine would be 
as merciful to me, and send me all the scam 
dal of London regulariy, by the Edinburgh 
mail, I should actually nuutter up resolutioa 
' . , ' • 

* This lady^ with her husband^ and two daughteiv^ 
had retifed to Scotland to retrieve a fortune which 
had been injored by eitmvi^Hice. 
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to migrate, injrsdfy and be sttkSed 
looking ftt the ivorld through ^ the peep^ 
bote of fetreat/ a» Coivper expnsases it* 

^^ Withont such an amusementv yx)ur ino^ 
misinthri^ic rechise would come back to 
the world agski. For what boiisdtutea the 
Might of tltt wiae ones in retirement but 
laughing at the folfies of the world? Liickilj 
for you, my dear, you need not de^)air of 
entertainment, for I Ibnesee a mosi plentiful 
supply of fools £»r o^- diversion the ensumg 
season ; and you have only to pray that I 
be seized with the cacoelhes scrihendu 

^^ Already are arrived that phoenix family 
the RosevillesK-alias the Bkkenses-'-^^f 
whose wondeifiil wealth ail the city noblesse^ 
with* whom poor I, for divo-s weighty and 
kopottant reasons, am' compelled to herd^ 
speak in terms o£ most delightful envy ! Ah^ 
Cedlia ! if hat a loss of happiness have, you 
and I sustained, by not understanding that in 
Ak iktleidand of shojpkeepesis money is the 
4Ma.e thing needfuli^-^Heigho !"«^Pray pazdoA 
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daorbbttaed paper. '• I happoied to 1^ iip mf 
l^eac^ and "my eye ' caught my gbss, which 
reptesentediquchta picture of the dttcbess of 
fidgrave^as^'ifroffered for sale, I would 'give 
«i tKoniafid guineas to Mprpressri — ^thltisj I 
sneaai, if I could raise the 'sum; ' 'Imgiiie 
befw I must have* stiuted at the view of my 
morning &ce with something like a teat in 
my' eye, and a pair of lips as white as Z 
should wish my neck to be, pummelling my 
poor poi to the very ^tilmp. Down it 
dropped on my paper^— and such is the 
history of the blot. 

* * • # ••'•• 
«^ With a new m>w*quiU I resum&«— The 
JSnake of the present day^ you know, is N9> 
viile. There is no carrying on a plot wi Ap- 
;0uthitn. We have made peace, and have 
entered into a new treaty of alliance defen- 
sive and offensiye. One of the ^pukdont 
on his part was yesterday iulfiUed by a visit 
in form to the nmsion of bur London 
.Crassus. Take a' picture! — The mighty 
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Mrl hiittself is ;$tar^; and fprmal^^.^ad 
has a vast deal of Garlick-Hill still in hi& 
physMgnomy. : 3y-thQ-bye, all the sworld 
kqows tl^at h^ n «^U>?i id^^Ji^ p^rtpQr in 
the lac^ey-sbojr ?tf^o^»l»rij^Si^e?t,/. though 
I)e affects tp.dfx^e^;?^! hi$ tiine tathe study 
of' ploughs and harrows ; and* I ^vfi tol4 
means to -public his 4ate Travels, under the 
title of. Axi Agricultural Survey of France, 
Spaip, anfi; I^y^i}^^ ^ bundled folio vo- 
kisiest. H^'i^rife is'aper&ctGr^lda} but 
she rjsfdly pp9$^e8 attraction, r Shehassen- 
sibiliny^ a|id,at the same time a portion of 
sense } but sh;^ a^ppears. so extremely gpod, 
has.suchr^ytorm^t^ig appearance of self* 
satislacdoni md otipqqi^iHity' i|i . her counte* 
«mce, th^t I liK>»}4 n^t be ^lone with her 
for the world. The lady EmUy, the^ rising 
star that the wl^e men of the East have so 
long'iaretoW tpi^great mea of the Jfis^ 
iSreaiJy/ .^fter all,'jwi:^p»rag<m of. beantjf. 
She djressie6 w^l^ fa^i^Wevers ^4 1 i^ave heard 
miracles of her it^mpjii^hmentts J but,, like 
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mamma, die Udy^ EinSy is actiKi% bsott 
of ice^^ream of morality. ' 

" There were also two Ital&ai glife of 

quality, tfho sarved to swetf (he urnneatimg 

group^ vf^hoiit adding much to its irari^; 

In short, Cecifia, ode ndght have imaghieii 

' oneself carried back to the days oi on^s 

grandmother, when n^ Byrons ii^ere in 

' • • » . 

vogue, but for die bewkchmg and jprovdldn^ 

elegance and feshipn of the Hianimate par^ 

'^ • > • - • • , 

of the scene — ^I tneaH tlie furnitHrb and 4ts 
coradons of the ample apartmentSt Ob^how 
my wicked heart did crack commandndietits! 
for I coveted ail I saw, save the aouls^of the 
poor creatures, who, in pdssessidki i^ tfiat 
vhich would liave filled ttiewkh raptures, 
seemed no more afware thM the^^exdted my 
envy, dum if they had received- tne in a hovel 
on Salisbury, plain. Not a dihig could I see 
that w» not staged with ^t ]afail8>Ie sign 
of novelty, the aad^uet felgyptian modd. 
Betwedti eiwy tta& s^eM I'shodid certaady 
have expired^ hlul isqr s^te not been re* 
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. lieved by the entrance of the elegant Arberfy, 
leading in a figure \^hich the duke%is father 
introduced as his cousin lady Rumble. Oh, ' 
if ever the ghost . of Hogarth could- have 
visited the earth; it would have beeh at that' 

-moment! Imagine^ Cecilia, a tall, thin, 
meagre-visaged, toothless vivgin, approxi- 
mating, as the ^pient duke most pompously 
announced, to her eightieth year. • Her' 
head-dress was composed of black coarse, 
hair, twisted into the shape of snakes, which 
crawled as it were upon her forehead, and' 
clung about her neck. ' Her hoop, her 
niffles, her stomacher, and her high-heeled 
shoes, each point about her, the very position^ 
of fier elbows, Bxed in solemn statie,* her 
mincing step, her bridled- neck, and her 
iiout ensemble^ was such an unexpected exhi- 
bidon of a fine lady of la vieille ^our, -that I 
must have laughed outright, Jiad no^ one's* 
risible faculties been somewhat disciplined by 
a mixture of terror at such a spectre of the' 
old school. ^ •. . ' * / 

vou lU H 
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Arberrjr, whose hand va$ honoured 
with the dtips of her old ladyship's ,finger» 
having ambled her round the roorn^ with 
most abominable malice placed her on the 
Ottoman next to me! I -was actually 
frightened. 

. <^ In a minule^ towards os stalked the 
duke, and after two or three hems, in a style 
ttruly pomposo— ^ Hem ! — ^Lady Rumble, 
your grajce. Lady Rumble venmres, after ja 
retirement from the fashionable worid of 
more than 6ve*and-forty years, to visit Lon* 
don on the occasion of my son's aj^roadi* 
ing nuptials, of which no doubt your grace 
has heard.* 
' *^ ^ Five-and^forty yean!' acclaimed X. 

^^ ^ More, more, cousin; more than fiye* 
and^forty,' mumbled her ladysh^ : ^ for I 
remember the last time I appeared in public 
was on the happy occasu^ of his present 
majesty's coronation. I attended your mo« 
dier, cousin, the duchess of Delaware, who 
walked, I remember, third in the proeesaon. 
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She had on, your gaee/ turning to taef 
^ the most cbarming t^cade embroidered 
in gold, that ever was seefi at court. I re- 
ccdlect too that it was made by maderaoiseUe 
Iht Rouyeray , who then resided in Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden ; and a prodigbus 
ittfe shit had at diat time of day ^ but faishions 
have ahaex^ siiice the cordnatioiL* 

^^ ^ There is some variationj cotainly/ 

^^ ^ Oh ! a perfect revohition in the article . 
of drcBB/ said Arbeny ; ^ but bdy Rumble 
ii Hot so fickle as the age. She does not 
throw a^ide a robe or a iite that become^ 
her, merely because one of another shape has 
dnce been invented/ 

^^ ^ Am I to consider you as die old wo- 
man's advocate^ cnr aire you kmghiag at her 
^sqpense, my sadnkai youi^ cousin ?* 
: ^^ Ihad not sgweft t^ old lady credit hr 
so much disceniiMentj but she rose still 
hi^r! in iny ettimation by sobtequatt re- 
mriw)^ and I begattr to tail toyndif ta tadi 

h2 
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for the haste with' which I had decided on 

r 

Her character from appearances, . • ' : ' 
*' By this time Neville, joined by the 
marquis of Hartley,' and lord Barton, had. 
entered the apartment. A significant ghnce 
firom the; captain "declared to me the ascen^: 
dancy he j was; gaining over the heir of * daer 
man of wejiith. This,- let me whisper toi 
you, is the main spring- of my plot. Plot?-^— 
Heavens and earth, Cecilia,, do I live to .write 
it ? —a plot — ^a plan to pilfer-^o! allure * to. 
play-^— and then to plunder !r— Ah, if I should> 
happen to lobk .up » again I>^— 'Hold ! Iwili. 
^ut my eyes, and turn the glass down onr 
my toilette, lest I should see. a^ fiend ! 
« # « # «.#•#. ♦^ 
*' I had walked thride round riiy boudoir 
with folded arms, endeavouring to: calm ( 
some tUrbiilent sensations * that just then, 
seized me.- ^I sirill Inoc .do ihis,* ^aidi : 
* No, no,:Belgravci, perisb^first.* 
^ ''At that moment, iAtkinson.burist into 
the room — ^ O, 'iny . lady, itidt ilUof^king,: 
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Jew-looking fejlow is below, and is in^dng 
a most terrible rout . about the remainder of 
the money due on sorfee nasty^ ugly note- or 
other. He says he has giveti value for it, 
and will have value in return. Though Tm 
sure I have seen five hundred people on such 
errands here, I never saw such a dirty-look- 
ing wretch, or one so savage as this chap : .1 
wonder. the porter admitted him eveninfta 
the yard.* 

. " ' Oh, Atkinson, it was my order j I 
must see him!* .. - 

" ' See him I-'— Will your grace demekn 
yourself to. speak to him? — La! 1 don't 
think. it*s sa£e to be a minute in his presence. 
Dom't »g^, . your grace I-^I ^11 say you *t& 
out— »-ycm Vu iiW' A * ' ...../ \ J 

** * If you could say that I were deady 
't w^re well, Atkinson j. but as itj is, I must 
see him.' .y, ' 

. ^* I lited not d^l, Cecilia,- tbc^ 'scene 
that followed. You have read or heard* too 
many of the kind,. He was, * in fadt^ the* 
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worat I ever had to deal vAhi Immediaite 
disgrace seem^ inevitable. The sum due 
to Inmy and promiBed <m that day, was two 
hundred* I had but five-rand-twenty in the 
world. Tbi^ I was reduced to offer him in 
part. He saw my poverty : — ^he grinned :— 
he chattered somethmg between hifi horrid 
teeth, that terrified me almost ta detraction. 
I would have ahnost eateced into the same 
engagement as the renowned Faustos ^^ to 
have seen htm teave the robm^ hat then 
Patrick entered witl^ a letter. It was from 
Neville, and contained three^bsa[ik«ncrtes for 
9ne hundred ea€fa» and these few words \-^ 
* If yoQ recm tibieae» I {ihall coasiiler the 
contract settled.— If you repec^ return them 
by the bearer instantly. Aftnr iMi^ht tiwre 
i3 no retreat.^ 

^^ ^Say thete iii no aaawar,* sttd I tc^ 
Patrick. 

*^ And then» scarcely waiting till he had 
left the room> I threw down upon the carpet 
two of the notest e&claiming;^ ^ The^e i 
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your demand ; fake them, and quit die 
house.' 

^* Now then, Cecilia, the die is cast ; 
like Csesar I have passed the Rubicon, and 
there is no retreat I will resume my pe^ 
when I am mcnre composed. 



^ Do you recollect the pathetic manher^ 
Ciecilia, in which the Siddons delivers ^ 
passage in Isabdla, ^ Why shoukl I think, 
when BO thought bringa me comfort ?* I 
am sure all the grave ladies and gentlemen 
who have obliged the world with scoldings 
lessons, iirom Jeremiah down to Hannah 
More» would be puzzled to answer the 
question. • 

•* From the dull soliloquy of thought I 
therefore fly once more to my pen, and pur- 
sue my Shandean epistles. Let me see — ^I 
was introducing, ' I think, to your acquaint* 
ance, the antiquated lady Aurora Rumble. 
But, as I have a bkd-like propensity to hop 
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from subject to subject, I have another sketch 
for your inspection, more interesting than 
such ail autumnal leaf of mortality ; . a young, 
and a real heart, Cecilia. What the thing 
will become after a few weeks residence in 
Loudon, I divine not yet ; but at this ,mo- 
ment I have* actually in. my train one of the 
handsomest young men of the day, who with 
all the polish of Arberry; with the. accom- 
plishments of the Prince himself j with the 
\vit of S^heridan, and the. learning of Parr j 
has, t9 my sagacious penetrating eye, disco- 
vered a heart spick and span new from the 
hands of its maker. Nature. Such a con- 
trast is this said heart to ' the hackneyed, 
second-hand, vamped-up hearts one meets 
with in common, that the difference is as 
striking between that of the best among 
jhem, and Edward Montagu's, as between 
the new dress which Le Brun is now making 
for my daughter Caroline, and the stiiF 
broca,de of lady Aurora Rumble. You 
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m«st hare read an account of this animal in 
,the .newspapers ; ' how he 'saved the life cf 
kdy Emily Roseviile^ and all that.* - ( 

. . ^' For what fate such an uncommon area^ 
ture is reserved. Heaven knows. I first 
.saw him at lady Beauchamp's. Apropos of 
this Beauchamp — ^I want your advice. Ne- 
ville is laboriously ejideavBuring to bring 
about a sort of alliance between her Itaiiati 
ladyship and your humble servant, for this 
winters campaign. I cannot, however, so 
soon bring myself to consider Neville as my 
disinterested friend ; indep^idently of which, 
I really do not like the foreigner. You wili 
not set me down, I know, as a votary of 
false delicacy J but if you were to hear the very 
dashing audaciousness of the Beauchamp', 
notwithstanding all that has been sung or 
said in the hearing of us both, I verily be*, 
•lieve, Cecilia, thai provided the crimson of 
nature can be seen through the carmine of 
art, you would be caught blushing in spite of 
all your accomplishments ! . 

H 5 
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^ Thta over this freedoin^ showtx aeif 
to a chosen few, she in common tlm>ws a 
veil of such refined and satxtimexital delicacy^ 
^at 3 stranger would conceive her to be an 
angel of purity. Now of all the vices wkh 
Vrhich Old Nick disfigures poor human be* 
Wgs, you know hypocrisy has ever appeared 
tome the most di^psting: I wish^ how- 
ever, that even tlus may be the worn. I 
$uspect her of the most unnatural cruelty. 
Her son, sir Everard, a young man who 
has lately come of age, is subject to fits of 
melancholy, and has, I understand, once 
attempted his own Ufe« This affliction 
doubtless calls for a constant superintend* 
^ce of the unliappy youth ; but .the coer- 
cion and discipline with which he is tortured, 
appear to me proofs of an unnecessary exer* 
cise of barbarity. 

^^ Still less than his ni^e do I . like the 
signor Bellom. This Italian, though both 
old and i^ly> can be uncommonly enter- 
taining when he pleases f but beneath his 



IK JLONBOK*. ISS 

spedow exterior I am cdnvinced he carriea 
the heart of a very dannon. 

^ If I were a free agent, I would let these 
folks know that I hate them — 1 — ^But, C€ciKa^ 
they have bags full of gold,, and poc»r I, you 
knowo 
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•* Pray, my dear, have yoo eVer in all 
your readings inet with an aceoant what 
time it takes to break a heart after €h6 first 
crack ? I have long, you know, been sub- 
ject to an unples^ant aching m that pan of 
my mort&l machine ;:-^*4mt, some few days 
ago this Ikde tenement of sensatbn was 
beset with such an assadt and' battery, 
from the ninied hands of treachery and 
mortificatian, that, to tell you a truth wfeach 
I would not have one else in the world even 
suspect, i am persuaded ^ the Inreach can 
ncter be repaired. 

*' Now, showM yott happen, • al this pre- 
sent rea&g,* to be fitting near a bubbling 
^ea^um, or recfiuing yoiir elbow or /our 
tinlette, urnltti tlie tessth of yowr #essbg- 
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ghsB, remove ^uch dangerous articles out of 
the way, for you are going to start 1 — ^Know 
that I, who, Rolla-like, had never bent or 
J>owed b^efore created man, have, . like him, 
now actually been upon my knees !—rAnd 
of all the birds in the air, or beasts upon 
pai-th, to whom, think ye? — ^To my — yes — 
out it shall coipa^, though it choak me — ^to 
my lord, and husl^nd j 

> , *^ Atkinson, as I wrote the word, brought 
.n\e n^y morning draught. I believe she has 
$ayed my Ufe^ She has at least given me 
^irits to continue my letter, and you sbali 
j^dge if tmder existing circumstance, as Pitt 
wOOld say,: I can do otherwise than coterie 
;with; Neville and the Beauchamps; ; Tp 
illustrate niy yery comfortable situation, • I 
must indite a story which. Geoffrey Chaucer 
would have styled either the * Boke of the 
DuchesseJ or ^ The Jeweller^s Tale/ 
', ^< Skno\y then, that among the wonders of 
,iki^ WPOd^rful age, I took it into my head to go 



to cpurt last drawing-room, ^ Yoju know, who, 
had whispey pd tha,t the duchess of Belgrave*§ 
ornaments were vejy prettily fancied, it was 
qiiite a pity they were not real diamonds. It so 
happened that our family plate had been sent 
four days before to Marchand's to be cleaned^ 
and he, having and holding the said family 
plate, good-naturedly lent me as rich a sprig 
.for my hair, as lovely a necklace,, and as 
handsome a pair of bracelets, as ever were 
di^layed at St. Jameses, And now to you, 
who are in the utmost extent and meaning 
of the word my confessor, to you, Cecilia, 
I. protest, that when I entered the draw^ng,- 
room, I had not the most remote idea of dei- 

* • • 

taining these borrowed liistres one h^ur from 
their owner, beyond the moment of thrpw- 
ing off my hoop. But thou knowest that even 
St. Anthony himself never . was buffeted by 
temptation.withjialf the force that has been, 
exhausted upon .the sinner Belgrave ! 

" As the. genius of mischief would have it, 
after dropping my curtsey, I happened to be. 
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squeezed in the circle within three or fotir 
of the rich Mrs. Torrington, whose debt of 
two thousand, guineas has vi»ted me eferf 
night these six monthsysomethingin the Aape 
of that fascinating figure which Fuseli cailk 
Kis nightmare. Whether my borrowed spIen-» 
dour was too dazzling for the gaze of my 
city creditor, or whether some sin unknown 
of mine, had ruffled the six months* smoo^ 
face of this queen of Queenhithe, I know 
not ; but I saw toger, envy, hatred, malice, 
and all uncharitabteness, issinng out at each 
angle of her Kttle gray eyes. Next to me 
stood old dowager Beauchdr., In a few 
minutes the wrinkles of heir che^s were 
put in motion, and her two remaining teeth 
were (fisplayed by an arigry exclamation, 
which, while it evinced her ladyship's tencter 
watchfulness for the dignity of the peerage, 
unfortunately discovered to methat my fidend 
Mrs. forrington had been kkidly abusuig 
me to whoever would fisten to her story. 
•• •^ A vcf f pretty pass the world liatt cdme 



ur x«KDoir« 159 

tD^ ifideed/ teid the douFSiger, tottd eitou|^ 
for all the 00*016 to hear, * when the wife of 
a dealer aod chapman can entertain the circle 
at St Jan^es^s at the expense of a duchess ! 
I remember the day when people of some 
people's* extraction would have been satis- 
fied with talking of their city wealth at a 
lord mayor*8 show, instead of elbowing 
nobility at court. But what with the wives ^ 
ajid daughter^ of contractors, lord mayors, 
and volunteer colonels, one can't so much 

wonder at the addition of constables and 

• 

peace officers to complete the mob/ 

** There was certainly enough of pr^udice 
and illiberality in the dowager^s lamentatioi^ 
and it had its due effect on dame Toning- 
ton, who that very morning formally de- 
manded her debt I had no other ways or 
means. In a moment o^ splenetic pride the 
jewels were dispatched by Bennet to the old 
place J the debt was paid, and everlasting 
war declared between the Belgrave and one 
Mrs. Torrington. 
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;• ** I drov^ to the j«welier*s, two days after, 
in a dashing style,^ but with a palpitating 
heart, , calling on the god of el6quence for 
aid. *^ ^". . 

" Mr. Marchand was not git home ; biit 
if I would please to leave the jewels. 
, " * I shall keep the jewels ! What is their 
value?' 

** ' Six thousand guineas,* 

** They were pawned for two. . - . 

" I was dumb. — The shopman stared..— 
Patrick and the other footman stared. Still 
I was dtm\b. 

. • " * I shall keep the jewels/ repeated I, 
as soon as I could breathe, * and will settle 
.with your master — Home, Patrick !* — and 
.drawing up the glass I threw myself back 
m the carriage, and I believe shed tears, or 
.som^hing.of that kind, 
i : /^ Home we drove ; but,^rel had thrown 
off' iny cloak, into my , presence, and com- 
pletely panic-struck, rushed ' the knave o£ 
diamonds/ ... . 
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« * What's the matter, Mr. Marchand?*, 

" 'My lady! — your grace!— For God's 
«ake, madam, tell me truth-^-what have you 
done with the jewels ?! 

" ' Insolence ! — Hoyf dare you ask, sir, 
such a question V ^ 

'* * I have reasons for the, inquiry,' .. 

*' *I shall not answer it.* . '* / - - 
," 'Madam, you must.*. • .. ■ , . ,; 
i " I was go^ffig to ring the bell, He held 
my h^d— . .^, j 

'' ' You will expose . yourself l-m wish tp 
prevent disgrace!' ..-.', 

^ Just at that moment, Cecilia, conducted 
by my good or^ evil genius, I know not 
which, for the very first time since pur mar- 
riage, ^ my lord, duke entered my dressing- 
room, where this scene passed. , 

'' 'Disgrace!' sai^ he: ' What is the 
meaning, sir, of such a word, used in this 
house, and to this lady ?' 
, " Alas ! poor I, down I sunk into a chair, 
and there, for all the world like the lady i^ 
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ComuSy I sat as if struck dumb and motion* 
le^ by enchantment 

" *My lord duke — ^I-^er grace— that 

• • • f 

18 — ^It IS — 

** * Damn your delicacy, sir ; leave off 
muttering, and let me know your business^* 
said my mild lord. 

" * Why, then, your grace, if the truth 
must out, it must !-^My name is Marchaiui.* 

** • Your n^rnie isMarchand, is it ?— Then 
before we go any further, pray, Mr. Maiv 
dndMi^ what is the meanmg <^ your damned 
insolence in telling my butler yesterday dM 
there was an anbargd laid upoii my ptate^ 
which yon have been cleaning V 

^ * My lord duke—J— * 

^^*I only mean to say this, Mr. Mar^ 
chand, that I shall have a grand dinner to^ 
morrow, and that if my plate chest is not in 
this house tonight, damme if I don't blow 
your brains out !* 

^* ^ It*8 about that plate, my lord duke« X 

am come,* 
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^ ^ Doa^t lord duke me, man, but speak 
like an English tradesman, and to the pur- 
pose.* 

** Then, sir, you can't hare that plate 
sent home till my lady duchess returns those 
jewels, which I lent her on the pledge of 
this plate.* . 

. ^ ^ Is that all ?«— For shame, Evelina ! Is 
therQ never to be ^ end of these things 7*-^ 
Give the man his jewels, and let him quit 
Biy house. — ^Why do you sit tearing that fait 
to pieces ? — Why don't you give the man 
his gewgaws ?* 

. " * Hem !--'hem !— hem!* thrice hemmed 
I; and then^ without moving my eyes, 
which were admiring the carpet^ * Mi^« 
Marchand, wiU you dp me the favour to 
leave* the room, and I will explain this little 
afikir to his ^race/ 

^^ * I "want no eii^planation, Evelina; mind^ 
I tell you before her fiace, Mr. Jeweller, that 
daitmie if I advance one farthing on her aQ^ 
count.* 
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" * Y^s, you will, my Jofd/ ;said I, 
* when I tell you all the weighty reasons* I 
have for money. But pray retire ten mif- 
nutes, Mr. Mi^yrchand.' — He, left the rocftn. 

" ' Npwj^my dear, . dear, duke,' pray con- 
descend to tqU me to what foftunate/occasioa 
I owe the happiness of this visit ? 'How^is it^ 
that? foi: t,hef fjr^^t ,time. in my Kfe^ Lhave the 
i^lici.y of seeing, in my -dresBing-room, that 
int^r^atingt_compai|ion of the toilette, a iriai 
of rank and fashion, iathe character of a 
jiusband ?' ». / ^ - 

"'Madam, madam, I am not at this 
time of day to be again wheedled and cajoled. 
The town rings with my disgrace and your 
extravagances. I have done, Evelina! I 
buve done !'-^So saying, he most heroically 
buttoned up both the pockets,, into which 
he had before thrust his hands, in a strutting 
attitude. 

** ' That's right, my lord/ said I, *-take 
care of yojur pockets.; never mind ^un:cfc»i 
racter ! — I dare say the dinner will 16ok.a8 
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well upon pewter as silver ; and it will make 
an excellent joke for the guests to hear that- 
the family plate is pawned for two thousand 
guineas !' 

*' ^ I tell youj madam, I will not be 
laughed at in this manner ! — I am not to be 
fleeced again by your trickeries ! . I see how 
It is ! — ^You learnt the plate was at the jewel- 
ler's^ and' have taken that opportunity of 
getting thd jeuilsl; for you knew that with- 
out a iseciwity lyour name, your honour, 
W0«.!di>eij!u3 pledge foi: a toothpick.' . 
) )*5 *:Very well!-r»JExcellent! — Bravissimo!* 
- ". S But \ will/ find the baubles, madam ! * 
I will he ruled by. a wife no longer ! Give' 
me^ the kefs of that cabinet ! J know they* 
are thdre!* --I *ll break it to pieces^ butlwill 
hairditbemt!* *;.» • ♦i»»n.i •'. . •: '- . •'C 

*5 'Heyddy! bashaw. Bluebeard !' - !> 

," *Give me .thrf keys, or opfen the cabiliet 
yourself.} * . i.v ,.• M'.;i;.' -^ ; • •• ' > 

/f ' NeUier, any Idrd,. as I am a duchess.^ 
I f.^ '. Damnadoiii. rwiil: be laughed ;it ao' 
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Longer/ — So sayingi he seised my poor 
China cabinet, and dashed it to pieces* The 
drawers flew in various directions^ and no* 
thing but cosmetics did his grace get for his 
pains. 

^' ^ Ceaaej rude Boreas, blustering raSer/ 
sang I. ^ 

^^ ^ Damn your calnmess. Tell me, where 
are these jewels, or I — * 

^* < Don't threaten, and I will tell you 
<;aiididly where they ave, and would hate 
told yoa at the beginning of thb stonStr 
They are*— it's an ugly word for the lips dF 
8( duchess, but in pfain truth, my lord-t- 
they are pawned for the sum of two thou- 
sand guineas. Give me a draft for that 
sum, and the jewds shatt be returned to 
Marchand, and the £unily plate of the &ike 
of Belgraye vdeased foena its embaigo/ 

^^ Thus far, you sve, I wa» conqueror : 
now comes my^humiliadoii, which I.willory 
tftjretateaafakhlidly^ To dwrten tfce scene, 
Icwitt pass over the geakle aqppioacbe» of die 
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diilEe to teDdemess and SarffrenesBf and be- 
gin at that part of it wbere» calling in Mr. 
Marchandy he said— 

(( € Well, mr^ I find you have t»Id me an 
unpleasant truth ! — Wait a few minutes. 
The jewels ^e sent for, and you shall have 
them/ 

** * I am afraid not, my lord** 

•' * How so ?' said the duke«_ 

"^SirT said I. 

" * They are at this moment in the pos* 
session of a magistrate at Bow-Street ; and I 
ran here almost out of breath, to prevent, if 
possible,, an Old Bailey business.' 

'' ^ Bow-Stireet j Old BaSey V exclaimed 
If Ms die fellow madr ' 
: ^^ Oh ! my lady I my lady ! where is my 
lady ?' cried a voicel knew to be Atkiinscini'sy 
ai)d in she flew. ^ Oh, good God, my lady,^ 
what shall we do ? Poor Mrs. Bennet is 
took up by a constable dx>uc the jewels, 
and they say yomr giace must go to Bow* 
Street? • 
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' ■** * Why, this does look serious!' said L 
*^ * This is indeed disgrace 1* said the 
duke. ' - . 

*** * I have just come from the magistrates,* 
said Marchand j . * but you have detained 
me so long, I suj^ose they have sent after 
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*^ The constable, as Atkinson had called 
him, was no less a person than Mr* G — U, 
the magistrate, who now entered, with my 
trusty friend Bennet ; and after a scene most 
delightfully confusing, he thus told his tale : 

. ** * These jewels,. Mr. -Marchand swears, 
are his property, lent to your grace; They 
were sold by. this woman, Mrs. Bennet, for 
three thousand five hundred pounds, to a 
J^w iii Whitechapel, -as she £aid, on account 
of the duirhess ofi BelgiaVe P ' ' - ' 

^5. \ Iinpdssfcl^ V said<I. * Mrs. Bennet is 
indebted^tb me for h^f subsist^ice.' 

. "*Oh, 'yeSj your^grace, for more; for^ 
iny life j- bujjyet it ds txio t;ruei-:-i am guilty^ - 
and hanging is too g6od for me— though 
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all I hare: done, I have beea instigated to 
do by the worst of nten, whom it has boea 
my ruin to have loved.' . 

« * Yourhttsba»d !' said L * Well, go 
on^ woman ; ^ak truth no^ :-^t is the 
cmly way in which youtiatx redeemme.from 
disgrace.* 

** * I see she will coniess more to your 
grace than I ought .to v hear, as a magistrate ; . 
L therefore will withdraw^' said the hu- 
mane. G*:--^ — "J *'■'.,. 
. " Oh . her knees Mrs., Bennet then . re- 
lated, that, the abiindohed man. her husband 
bad persuaded her to s^Il instead of pawn 
the diamonds.; oa.the supposition — rhear 
this/^'CeciSa^rr-on. .the supposition, that I 
should never be able to redeen\ them« 
-c-f ^'That, I Had authorised her to pawn 
the jewels, could not. be . denied ; that the 
J€W«ils iBei^i ^oli.miyrpfaoperty^ wasiaf^ct as 
dii%ult.ta'ainti^ct; aiid when the. wprds 
felony £atid^swj|3d|ling viere ^beg^ningi to 
blanch the face of my poor husband, I fiev. 

. VOL. II, 1 
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from him in despair. I ran from room to 
I'oom until at length I became senseless, ^nd 
sunk on thie floor. When I recovered my 
season, I found myself on a couch, 'with 
the poor terrified creature, who, with all his 
faults, has some humamty, sitting by my 
side. 

<« < Where's Bennet ?' screamed I. 

^* * On the road to Wales ; where she 
will remain a prisoner on our estate for life. 
Her husband has consented to go to Ame- 
rica. The jewels are returned to Marchand's. 
The whole affair is hushed up ; so make 
your mind as easy as you can : but, oh,. 
Evelina, how much more do I feel for 
your honour, t^an the loss of four .thou- 
sand guineas !' ' : . ; ' 

" Could you have supposed the. man ca- 
pable of making such a speech ? 
* "I started up — ^I threw myself at hi^ — 
Ve^ I — ^Cediia — I — ^proud, unbending }^ 
kfieh to the author of so generous a «enti<< 
meht ] . I buried my face on his knees, and 
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barely articulated — * Oh, why — ^why — ^why 
were you not as regardful of that honour 
twenty.four years ago ? 

^^ But after all, Cecilia, what can I do ? 
Turn nun or hermitess I cannot : — ^this 
winter at least I will Hot. . What then must 
I do ? I .cannot dig-^-4o beg I am ashamed ! 
— must I not then, according to the, vulgar 
idage, borrow or steal ? — Well — ^I must try 
my fortune with these Bellonis and Rose- 
villes ! — ^Verily I must ! — ^Y es ; like a female 
Robin Hood, I must take from the rich to 
give to the poor !'• 



* * 
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CHAPtEEt VII. 

: THE ROYAL INSTITurrON. 

Lad Y ROSEVILLE li^pened td«x|*eBS 
her 'dcubts of ihe propriety of retorning^the 
visits ofdadyBeauchcimp, or even the dutJ^ess 
of Celgrave. The- eafi himseif liad imbibed 
similar s^mirmti«s, from a ivarieff of hints^ 
hiiiuendo«5 alnd-sotne rckind aisseriions^-x^ich 
had opened his eyes to the- fading character 
of the latter, of which his long ab^i^cfe^ffOni . 
England had till lately kept him in igho- 
ranee. No sooner, however, had the coun- 
tess ventured her remark, than a revolution 
took place in his lordship's mind. 

** Mere aflfectation of delicacy and deco*> 
rum,** said he. " Her brilliant spirits are 
misconstrued by envy, and her sentiments 
distorted by spleen. You may prefer more 
melancholy associates \ but I have no desire 
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to' take a iseat at . the Tahernade, - or to be^ 
come: a diacipie of metbodismi" 

"You know. best, my lord/' said lady 
RoseYiUe.; •* loialyQiFeaned my.apinioii^!' 

" la: the xegulation of my cooduct, and 
that of my family, it were as well to reserve 
your ,f>piaiai% until- it is. solicited. '* 

•• Thedutibess of 'B^rawe^-my lady," said 
arsenwt* ^^ I& it your bidyiship!s pleasure 
to be at borne?" 

" To the ducfafiss .erf Bo^ranrje, by all 
me^ls^ !" 8aid.,tbe earl# 

Inglided her .grnce with the air of a sylph, 
followed by her ^oiowly; daughters. 

" Twenty thousand thanks, lady Rose^* 
viHe,.&>r thi^&i^diy adnsssion," said she, 
eni^rbgi '^ It waa rather unroasonable ta 
espect to be lel:m'at ibis hour ; bait I recoU 
lee ted these three novices (alluding to ladies 
£milyt Fauiiini, and Selina); and having 
their characters vei7'much at heac^ I couUk 
Opt Q^gh^ the c^portutiity of quabf yhig 
tbm'/oir.otM} of .the, mo^ preraLedt . topics 
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of fashionable conversation. There is to h6 
a most charming lecture this morning ; and 
I, being lady patroness for the day, am de- 
sirous to extend the benefits of the mom* 
ing's instruction to as many as the place will 
hold." 

" Now the enemks of your grace would 
say, that being the comet of the morning, 
you are desirous of having your tail as bril* 
liant and long as possible !" ' . . ' 

** m .shut my eyes, and guess that sp^^ch 
came from doctor Hoare,** said her grace. • 
. '* This talent of satire,*^ said lord Rose- 
ville, "^^ makes a man as independent as 
-wealth.'* 

•' Or at least as impeninent j isn't it so; 
my lord? But I pray your grace's pardon*** ' 

'^ Whan lecture does your grace allude 
tp V* said lord Rosevill^. 

^^ A lecture on gauze or gossamers^ your 
grace ?r said Dr. Hoare. 

** Now, cynic, be dumb," said the duchess; 
** Nay, be confounded, thou> and all th^ Te- 
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vilei'S of fashion ! ' No, sir ; no frivolous 
pursuits allure us now — neither cats, caps, 
crapes, nor caterpillars, are now the sport 
of ladies— Are ' you to be told, you exotic, 
that during your exile the sciences have 
burst prison? that, no longer confined 
within the precincts of Oxford or Cam* 
bridge, they have dashed up to Town, and 
opened a . fashionable house in Albemarle- 
Street, where they see the very first.. com- 
pany, imder the protecting rays of royalty 
itself ?. Have you never: heard of the Roy^l 
Institution ?'V 

*' Royal Institution !" echoed tb^ marr 
quis of Arberry, as he entered the breakfast- 
rpom, followed by Edward, captain Neville, 
and lord Barton. ^* Are y6u for the Royal 
Insntiition, ladies ?*' ' / 
. •^'Even sd, sir/' said her grace, "and 
you are th« very scholars we wanted, to exi 
plain the meaning of ^11 the hard, words/' 
- ' ^ Oh, in mercy, . never let such lips as 
&0se,'^ said lord Barton, bowing to the !> 
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dies, *^ be distorted vnih such terin^ as hy* 
drogen and* oxygen, and caloric and car<» 
bonic/' 

** Fie, lord Barton !'* said ,the duchess 5 
'' would you have the girls appear downright 
barbariai^s ? — ^The chemical nomenclature 
^iir'l)epart of the langiia^.of fecbion thn 
iviyftQif V and 1 shall not be surpriaedlif h-werd 
to' become as fashionable, in a short tkne^ 
to construe theseJEgyptian hieroglyphic^ as 
it IS new to decorate our apartnients with 
ibem; la that case an Egyptian mzstet 
will become as necessary as a French' goi* 

<< But can it be * iasfaionable fot iyoung 
ladififis to study cUemisby, or attend lectures 
on Gahanism ?;' . ' . . , 
^ " O yes, my lord,** baid doctor Hoar^ 
^^ the fascinatiori of faslpon ^is irresii^tftle. 
It wrought a mivade last winter far ;more 
wonderhii' than! this i-^lt was then the ragf 
to hear the bishop ofiLon^n pneach^ -tad 
there Was abctusiljr ^svgrest iBckamble fofv.ii 
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pew 9£ St' Jama's church/ its for d box at 
th^ op^ra. Th^re is nothings thereforei 
vhi^h fashioQ may not achieve, since it ha$ 
made fine ladies say, their prayers.** 

^^ m^ iiooUj J^ei^Iare !'* said the duchess 
with a yawn, looking at hfer watch. " We 
shall lose the exbrdi«m.'* 

A bustle ensued; — ^The gfintlemetJi had 
arran^d a morning lounge at Tattersall'Sb 
The duchess^ however, would take them to 
*^ school,** as she termed it. Carriages were 
ordered, and the whole party agreed to ati- 
Dead th^;. lecture, 

JEdward was the only gentleman who had 
not paired off wilh a lady. Lord Barton 
had one arm of the duchess, who, looking 
round with an. air of captivating sweetness, 
^d,. ** Mr, Montagu, pray don't' let this 
young man run away with me*— do give me 
your arm!'* 

Edward bowed, and her- grace, held out 
her hand. 
. Looking at the profusion df superb furni- 

15 
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. turc, all after the antique Egyptian modef; 
thiB duchess could scarcely restrain a bursting 
sigh : she smiled, however, and gaily ob- 
served, ^* What a procession we make! 
We seem like the children of Israel going 
ibrth out of thfe land of Egypt !" — alluding 
to the furniture and decorations. 
'- " True,*' said lord Barton j '^ but who- 
ever is Under the same roof with your grace 
will never be out of the house of bondage/* 
^ Very well for a young begixmery in^ 

* ^eed, sir } I perceive, as Neville says, yom 
will do very well with a Bttle encourage- 
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When the party arrived at the Institution, 
the rooms were crowded almost to suffb- 
cation. The lecturer was haranguing his 
fashionable audience on the discovery of Gat 
-vani, and explaining its principles and its uses. 

Edward had promised himself some plea- 
sure from this visit, as well as some infor- 
mation. In the latter, at least, he was com- 
•pletely disappointed. So loud was the cla- 



jnour of ladi^' to^gyes, that the poor lec- 
turer's learning and eloquence were totally 
\^asCed Upon the ^r^at:er part of the as- 
sembly. * , 

" La ! Ij(dy Fane I are you here f'.^ 
. ** So, sir. Harry, you are turned philo- 
sopher]'* 

" Well, of all the things in the world, 

.who should have thought of seeing that 

jockey, Ch^irles Torrington, at a lepture on 

.Galvanism!'* 

• " Oh, my dear, he has killed so many 

racers, that' he's half ruined in horse flesh ; 

'.and so he expects, by gleaming Galvanism, 

to be able ' to bring his dead; horses to life 

4 

again,'* 

** Now, why don*t you listen, Louisa ? 
that's a most astonishing; property of the 
Galvanic fluid whwhr^he ^professor is de- 
si:ribing.'' 

" Dear nie, Eli!?a, how. teasing you are ! 
You know I can read all about such things 
at home in Wilkinson's book } and I am 



\ 



\ 
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listening to a most delightful |ne<!e of 8csff- 
dal now, which I could ^61 hesu* at home/' • 
, ^^ No^ ha, niadam ; I tell you it wa^B the 
duchess of Belgravje/' 

** Jia'am, I have it from authority that it 
was the duchess of Drinkwater. They Have 
actually discharged sixteen of their* servants, 
and puf down no less than four carriages/' 

*' There you're wr<Hig again, ma'am !— 
Six senranfe and two CMriageS^ if you-please ; 
and they do say things may be settled with- 
out selling an acre of land/' 

Such was the conftised colHsion of sounds 
that struck the ears of Edward, instead of 
the scientific lecture he had anticipated. 
* At the upper end of the room he observed 
the Beaiicham^s and the signor Belloni, 
Seats were reserved for the duchess of Bel- 
grave's party, very near them. The parties 
mingled. 

A6 Edward was standing in one cornfer of 
the room, endeavouring to catch a part of 
the lecture, he felt his coat twitched, and 



turning rdtind- sa^ doctor - Hoare at his el- 
bow. *• Step this way/' said the diDCtor : 
** yonder rsee-Pgilvy." Edward foUo'wed 
him out of the lectur^-room, 

•* Well, my old friend,** said- the doctor, 
*' what do you say to the modems now ? 
Here are golden times, when science is not 
only patronised by fashion, but when it is 
absoiutety hec^ssa^ to be scientific to be 
feshionable !" 

« Psha!*' said Ogilvy. « Scien<:e ! >Ion. 
sen^! The world is absolutely tiifned 
topsy-turvy, and the people are all run mad. 
Don't profenfe th^ naine of sd«ice by assdci- 
atiilg that word with this depository pf pots, 
pans, and potatoes. Don't caltthat science, 

* ' That with clipp'd wing, familiar flirts away, ' 
In Fashion** cage, the parrot of the day : 
Tht sibyl of a shrine, where fops adore 
The orslcle of culinary lore/. " 

Shee's Rhymes on Art. 

** But, my deaf Ogilvy, does not science 
gain at least some honour by having such a 
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splendid train of lovely votaries as are in the 
next room?'* ' 

- " No :— it's a burlesque worship. There 
is not half a dozen among the women there 
who have a spark of real love for science ; 
and that's the only consolation I feel ; the 
bubble will burst ere the novelty is well 
over," 
' ** You do not then approve, rir/' said Ed- 
ward, " of the dissemination 'of the higher 

. branches of knowledge among the fair sex ?'* 
" I don't approve of the present system, 

, of making prattling philosophers in petticoats. 

. I see. no good that is to result to-soqiety from 
having our wives or daughters discharging 
electric or Galvanic batteries at our heads, 
or of converting our cook-maids into, che- 
mical analysers of smoke and steam." 

*^ But are not the scientific pursuits of the 
present day at least as beneficial to society 
as the old amusements of working cai-pets 

. and chair bottoms ?" said doctor Hoare* 
" No J they are not. The end of such 
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occupations was to render our homes^ a word 
now almost obsolete, agreeable to thdr 
tnastais ; whereas this mania of philosophy 
has a direct contrary tendency, converting 
our paiiotirs into chemical laboratories, and 
our drawing-rooms into debating societies/* 

^^ Biir, Ogilvy,' yoii muist make some al* 
4o^ance ^Qt die progress of refinement, and 
the growth iof Inxiiry. Ladies of &shion 
norw-a»days would faint at the sight of a 
tambours-frame ; and at the introduction 
of a spinningrwheel they would actually 
.expfate!*' • .; 

>^ I grant you, Jonathan^ that there is a 
necessary change in the .manners, of the 
^great — As wealth increases in a state,- the 
number of those who live without labour 
must increase'; and still further I grant, that 
the.ihcrease of population^ the^saurde ofthat 
c wealth; m^cs it a duty that the rich ^ould 
not do those servicies for themselves, to do 
which forms the' subsistence of the poor; I 
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do not^ therefore, vrish to see ducfiiesses tcT 
the tuneteenth centu^ woilung caqKts^ or 
spinning cloth ;r-4nit, zounds, man, is there 
no alternative ? Have they not music wd 
dancing? Have they not dnnfring and 
poetry? Have they not the eziercise of 
£uiey and taste' ia all the artickiB of 'di^ess; 
and all the arrangements of rout^ baUs^ wA 
assemblies ? Besides, 1 would even allour 
them a dip into botany, and horticulture :— ^ 
all this may do well ^nougli for amuse- 
ment» But let me not hear the. studies of 
abstruse sciences called feminine amusements, 
and the severest labours, of human: intellect 
tetrrted pastimes: for ladies i" . 

"To be serious j. Ogilvy,*' said doctw 
Hoare, ^* I feel no inclination further to con- 
test a subject oh which it is. impossible tbene 
should be a difference of opmion; But^.if 
you are not an approver of this Institution, 
may I adk what bringa you. here ?" 

" I hjav^iziot xondemhed the Institution; 
7 
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On the cpntrary, with some exceptxaos, I 
admire its plan* The avowed purpose of ks 
establishment was ^ the diffusion of know^ 
ledge, and facilitating ' the general introduc- 
tion of usefiil mechanical improvements}? 
and had your duchesses and marchionesses 
contented themselves with the honour of 
subscribing to the expense of such an insti- 
tution, I should have applauded instead of 
censuring their conduct. I ^am myself a 
subscriber. Their lectures I think worse 
than useless ; their pot and kettle manufac- 
tories, and their roasting and boiling expe- 
riments, should, I conceive, have been di- 
stinct branches, entirely separated from and 
unconnected with the literary or scientific 
parts of the establishment !— An union of 
soup and science '—Good Heavens ! — ^What 
cannot fashion do ! — But ybu ask what 
brings me here ? The news-room and the 
library. These are supplied with more than 
fifty -periodical publications, in English, 
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French, and German, with all the Lotidon^ 
and many of die foreign newspapers. Here 
I frequendy lounge away the mornings 
more independently than in a pri\'ate library^ 
and more comfortably than in a public coffee^ 



room. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

• * 

MODERN REVIEWERS* . 

1 HE doctor and Edward vfere now con- 
ducted by Ogiivy into the seTeral iapart^ 
ments of the Institution, and at length seated 
themselves in a roona where a large . table 
was spread with reviews, magazines j news- 
papetis,' and" pamphlets oh a variety of s^bi 

jects. ..... :, 

*' What a wonderful increase there has 
been in the number of periodical publica- 
tions since I. left England,'* said the doctor 
to Ogiivy ; " of reviews especially !'* ' 

** Reviews!*' exclaimed Ogiivy •-' *^ Ait 

' • • . 

Ounce of civet,' good apothecary 1 Why 'do 
you lead me to the putrid shambles ?**^ 

** Putrid shiamWes, Ogiivy ! Why, my 
old friend, what does this mean? I speak 
bfefore IVfr. Montagu with the same confi- 
dence as'if we^w^re alonei— ^What has haj^ 
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pened? — ^When I left England you were 
yourself, I think, concerned in what you now 
call putrid shambles !" 

" Sir,*' said Ogilvy, •* I ani a^amed to 
say that once I was a reviewer ; not that I 
am <:onscious any aa I ever did in that capa* 
{jty fxi(3nU'>sel£^fproach..or.9l)an^ {but 1^ 
^lusbto owJia naine that mqdero praccice 
has rendered . almost(Ui£»moas4'' 
. ^^ How $0 V said doctor HofU'e* ^' Hn-t 
nwi pature^ \jreiar4e'/ipt.now (oleai^y^is not 
a perfect compound ; nor can we expect ia 
any iiumaa w^Ic pe-fexiticMk r We have, 
you know, .often dii^cussed the xnqraiity of 
^<Biviewing5 in comply wkh our old friea^ 
Ralph ;*and'thovigb friendly -preferenoQS opw^ 
^ivd tfaen^n — w* 

". Sirs I inust interrupt you :rryW ^^^A 
been some years abroad ^ andyoi) ^peak.s^^ 
iif the system were now as it was on the best 

* * ■ . 

days of the .Moathiy; Review* ^ Jt will ruQ^ 
my temp^ jTor tb^ip^t pf ^,day jto-set yovif 
to r^hts on: ,thii tojuc^-tbutL will* do it I-j-a 
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bi fact, I could scarcely Tefaiia tbe other etecu 
Ing at the theatre^ ivheh you asserted tha^ 
reviews hadserred the cause of literature.-** 
Rem^nber that I am a revievrer, and speak 
mth the honest feelings of -a brother upon 
the corruptions ^md errors of my £unily. I 
believe, upoti the vAuAe^^ that reviews: have 
hitherto been £r^urable to the interests of 
learmng and genius, and till very la^ly they 
liave generally been conducted, if not with 
iii&Uibte^ jtkstite, at least without glaring im 
jttsdce, and alWaysi with a temper becooimg 
men of letters,: and in Jamguage thai' evin- 
ced the education and mami^ of gentle^ 
men. But, now-^Oh ! — I coutd weep with 
vexiaidon at the« recolkction;'ofi 43!wr:disgnKce 
tftat'ilks been acctiiAttlated^ upon «the cmio's 
occupation — ^It hant^ws bp »iy-.ire*ylsoatto 
1^^^ that ' the qaiMt^iioh df 'a jfashion^le 
i^eviewer is that of Ci 'Mld4^lo6ded'assassinv 
who will neither scruple to use tfie-tod|5 of a 
. t>M<ihef , (iloj'tlte '^iihgud^e ef ia ;ffillin§sg^te. 
I altifi^^wai^e'thM^y^edlhigs on ^Kis^sufc^ 
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may betray me into expression! wliich colder 
csdiculators might deem too strong for the 
occasion; nay, which the unfeeling might 
convert into subjects of most exquisite ridi- 
cule : but, sir, I never will, on this account, 
suppress the indignation of my heart, when- 
ever tibeinfiaimy of reviewing shall excite it." 

** Again the infamy of reviewing ! Ogilvy, 
I must remind you, this is only invective.*' 

« To facts then^" said Ogilvy. ** What 
epithet would you assign to that concated 
boy, who, intoxicatied by the eulogies of 
his fellow collegians, .or evei^ bis tutors, for 
an early dis{>lay of florid eloquence in his 
themes, should presume to write treatises of 
ciondeinnatioh upon works of long-established 
reputatioh, or on'recat |nibtli(jfiti<?|is.i>y au- 
dh6is ofvWell-eamed fame ?•' . . 

^^ I should caU him a conceited young 
coxcomb, whom tilne would convince of his 
arrogtoce*.'* . . ■ i • .. 

. " But: Appose that ^ n^^ky of. such 
censure ^ould excite .airiotsity, and:rt»t t 
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* 

general desire to peruse it should render it 
an aflfair of interest with some bookseller to 
publish it. Suppose further^ that the spirit 
of avarice, delighted by the access of its 
sale, ^ould instigate the young censor s va- 
nity to a repetition of his mischievous sport, 
until the harvest of flattery and presents, .with 
which they behold him crowned, stimulate 
a whole nest of young hornets to volunteer 
their stings also in the service of this trader in 
venom, — ^and that a Review be commenced 
having for' its object the . gratificatton 6f 
the worst .passions of the worst of nmikmd^ 
by a general ridicule and abuse of the efforta 
of genius, and the productions of leaming-r-. 
What qiithet wo;nld be vile enough fpr such 
a system? ,! Oi! what.hunentation.canbe too 
d^ep fbr a people who fall, into a jsnare so; 
detestable, and nourish, by their patronage a 
nest of vipers in tbetr bosoms, who are poi- 
soning ! the: vitals of taste> ; trjith, scie^ci^, 
iaoralSf an4 rel^g^n ?'' : ; ; 
- '* MonstfoUfe supposition*!", said doctor: 
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Hoate. ** My deair Ogilyy,. you have be* 
corned hypochoBidrac. Why, the sect of the 
Illummis^ sappofdotg it to exist, is a society 
of angels in comparison with sUch ar combi- 
aatioaas that which you have iiaagiaefj/' 
, ''Would to God I could think it a iabie! 
l^iit I feel— yes, sir, I feel its &tal effects 
too severely, too deeply, too everlastingly, 
to enjoy the pleasure of a nioment*s doubt.** 
f Nay, now you make me believe :you 
serious^ .indeed,, my friend. Somethii^^ 
whidi you have not yet communicated — " 
. ^ Vou' ^lall hear,** said Ogilvy. " You 
fdcollectl had Zr brother who: was 2. qlergy^ 
mafi: fifteen yeai^ ago, niuch about; the 
^mt that pur >int6rcourae vfeA^hiodk&ixM 
by your absenice from > Engladd, ihe d»3d« 
He Idt to ttiy dharge an orphan boy of e^ht 
years old. By the interest of the late arch-r 
bisl^p 6f York, I obteilted^ an adnjission for 
hiin 4nto the Ghait^-house schbbU I{e was: 
a lad of considerable taknts, stnd posstesed 
^uncommon degree of .sensibility. Atlsix- 
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teen I entered him of Trinity-College, Ox- 
fiord, , of which his father had been formerly 
a fellow. Alive to fapie, and zealous for 
academic honours, he laboured hard by night 
and day : S| scholardbip was quickly gained ; — 
a succesjsfial prize poem was published at 
the utiivarsity press ; and a fellowship would- 
soon have followed ; when an offer was 
made hinr to undertake the tuition of 'the son 
of a minister of state. I advised his accept- 
ance of this offer : his patron jtistly estimated 
bis talents, his pupil loved and honoured 
him. He was now about twenty-two year§ 
old, with every future prospect fair, when 
unhappily a dispute arose aniong some of the 
leading men in power, relative to our coloi- 
nial settlanents in the West Indies. Several 
pamphlets were published on the occasion. 
Among others my nephew Charles wrote 
onie in defence of the opinions espoused by 
his patrop, which were also honestly his own, 
I perused his manuscript^ I showed it to 
^I6¥eral of the best schol^s, and ^ome of the^ 
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most qnligJ^ened politicians: of the age^ they^ 
not only recommended, they pressed its. 
publication. Thi& tract had cost him much- 
study, much - labour, and much time. It- 
appeared: it excited universal alteodok*: 
the author ^vas complimeaited; hf the first» 
people in the kingdom who espoused the^ 
same opinions ; and even they who dissented 
from him acknowledged the cxtraordinaryi 
depth of kariung, and the powers of acut^ 
reasonings which his .work displayed; and- 
candidly coh&ssed that it ranked him, 
though so young a man, among the most 
successftil writers on the science of political , 
eeconemy. — \n a short time afterward^) on 
the dover of a review, I saw the titlfe of my 
nephew's pamphlet. Knowing the quick' 
feelings, and the too livety sensibility of, 
}Ab nature, I anxiously turned to the article^ 
Oh, my deaf friend, never shall I forget the* 
horror, the disgust that ft^lowed in xnyi 
nund, as I perused the critici — no, it were^ 
blasphemy to eall such low ribaldry, sudft^ 



literiryi grosiness, criticism ! — It eotrtaitieil 
no statement of the contents of the bo6k ; 
it painted out no errors of argument or feet j 
no bbmiBhes oE st^le or method ; but from 
beginhing* to* end- it ws» filled iiyith per- 
sonal abuse of my- poor nephew and .his 
patron. It entered into the private history 
of his life ; it raked up' the ashes of his de* 
ceased fether ; it related anecdotes of a ner- 
vous complaint with which he was afflicted 
at college j and concluded \\ith calling him 
fool, idiot, blockhead, pander, tnerceilAryi 
toad-eater, and 'dependent. ' ^ 

^' I was instantly struck: with a- dread <jf 
the effects of this assassin blow upon pooi^ 
Charles. His meek nature, which wdiild 
have rec^vedfair critical rembnstrance, and 
gentlemtoiy reproof, with smiling patience, 
would, I knew,, sink beneath the tomahawfe 
of such a barbarian as the writer of the aiti* 
cle in ^u^on. I strove to keep this' ac* 
cursed review from his sight, until I cbuld 
prepare his mind for such an unexp^ted 
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$troke: — ^but some demons in human shape 
sent no less than ten copies of the review by 
post to the house of his patron. Anonymous 
letters, containing copies of the article^ tvere 
sent to terd L— ^, to his son, and to my 
nephew. It'is silly to say that a maqi should 
laugh at arid despise such attacks ; those 
least worthy of them bear them with least 
fortitude. His' mind, of a texture too 
fine, too .nervous to resist it, was shattered 
by the blow of the assassin ; and for more 
than sixteen months, hopeless of cure, he 
has remained in a private mad-house, the 
heart«rending monument of the infamy of the 
modem system of reviewing !" 

** Wretches !" exclaimed Edward, whose 
benevolent and ardent nature was aroused to 
indignation by the tale he had heard : *^ what 
could excite so cowardly, so. murderous a 
blow ?" 

. ^* You shall . hear," said Ogilvy. " I 
soon obtained an introduction to the author. 
I found him a^ stripling with the mock airs of 
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a man df la^hidn ! Instead of the gray hairs 
of experience on his head, he had scarcely 
the doVn of manhood on his chin ; instead 
of that negligent inattention to dress which 
generally marks the severe student, he was 
the counterpart of a linen-draper's shopman ; 
his craVat adjusted to a fold ; his shoe-ties 
spread over his shining slippers, in the nicest 
order of a dancing-master ; and his eye- 
glass dangling round his neck in all the fop- 
pery of a box-lobby lounger ! I staxted 
with some surprise. — ^ Am I right ?' said I, 
*.Are you the proprietor and editor of the 
> Review ?* 

** * I have that honour, sir,* said the cox- 
confd>i in a lisping ^cenu 

<* ^ And' that happiness, . no ^vbt^ said 
i : * it must be the source of inekpres^bld 
gratification to you to wound the feelings of 
genius, and depreciate the labours of the 
learned I' 

" *I do not precisely comprehend, sir,* 
said tlie puppy, * the tenor of your observa- 
tion y but 1 presume it alludes to something 
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^ hsbs appcuned ii ay reyw*'l^ikh:».Wt 
|)|Brfealy agre^bjie.^ — *Ppn jpyJbjaftw«»,W-^ 
I jamat asswre yon tM yfi^f^&m.M. o»i- 
tiav^ tbe system of «ei^ty^ we.^d .it an^ 
^H^^rs . The public b^s latterly bfsw .6Ui^gt^ 
witit 9>e'jb«ipid as^eetegf ;ci«iiQi^ .8»d 8wv 
4^ra jreyiewere, ^rfip 'TivQvlii be. readt . jnxust 
fiat^kfs a !^ee use of.tfeeJf^waii.* . * 

>' ' Wl>y, jOJQ^g ^>W,' i^jsdWnjBBd I, «W)r^ 
Xkafa a^r surpii^d, ^ it »& iipt tbecti I £i^ 
fhfi, |$isfi iacQA^idpnvte ;t^ .of sr veoid 

literary assassin?' 

^ * Tihat •« v^ 9tnc»s iaiKgiiaee^ isir, 'pon 

my honour! — I sh^ldd iiot fclMirj «^p«ctie4 
feKWi' JWir. <J[^y -weft a .dipscriptifin <?f a ' re- 
yj^W^» ^hp> as I j»nd(6rsUfi.d» has hiiav 

wlf- 
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*• ^ A oreyiever P lotercuptod I» wth ficorn, 
' Is there then no difference betweea m. hor 
Xietf and i trqrrupt . judge, a faithful and a 
perjured jurymaa ?-^-A reviewer! I know 
reviewers whose wisdom Ireverejice, whose 



^nti^nty LholiQttf : .but they are veterans tn 
Jat^ratUkx^ ; they are <nen who by experience 
are aCquaiiMed Vfith the toik, the anxieties, 
and ecmggles dF auihorship ^ and who, not 
Juvkig iseared consciaices, pause to considGr 
stbe eieets of their labours ere they distil 
^dse :add poiscdne, and squeeze that kmo& 
ydikh yoiL asSsert to be so palatable to the 
jpneseiit itaete^. Tbey aot the pait of honest 
'Cuapiies betwe^i t^e public and the litersury 
xiaknaat of public n<^tice, and are neither 
swayed by vfiaal [partiality to gibss over iinmo«» 
jidity 2iBd diakkees, for the purpose of im- 
{KKiog upoa.tl^ formeTj nor can be induced 
by aeltgain, to devote the feeKngs or the 
property of tbe latter as seasoned sacrifices to 
glut a pojfular taste eo infamously vitiated 
as you^escribe k. No, sir, it was reserved 
for the present day to bring forth a fry of 
young critic imps, the mingled spawn of 
arrogance a/od envy hatched by mischief^ who 
were to entail disgrace Tor ever on the word 
reviewer, by making it synonymous with 
libeller and assassiii. Tliey assumed the 
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shape of men,* of- men tdo in that season 
of human life which should resemble Na- 
ture's lovely ^pringj and be known by its 
sweets and its smiles : yes, in the shape' of 
youths did it please these demons to prac- 
tise their inhuman orgies ^ as if mankind 
could be deceived by their mere forms into 
a belief that the malice of «a devil could be 
inflicted on men by a man and a brother ! 
No, sir, no ! You 'may proceed in your 
career; immolate victim on victim; piir- ^ 
sue the ignoble occupation of tormentor- 
general ; keep open your exhibition of tor- 
tures ; grin over the collection of hopes 
destroyed, of -fortunes injured, of feelings 
outraged, of intellects deranged, of hearts 
broken by your fnerry malice^ or your ve- 
nomous corruption ; enjoy the feast infer- 
nal !=^while I retire to contemplate one single 
victim — z nephew, whose reason has for 
ever fled at your ac^uirsed bidding !* 

'^ ^ At mine V said the pale, panic-struck 
wretch. 

^ * Yes, viper, yes,' said I : * afl:ect not to 
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misunderstand me. -7 Charles Ogilvy is a 
ilianiac at your commahd. — He is reduced 
to the most humiliating lot of man, and I to 
the most miserable in beholding him. — ^But, 
oh, ten thousand times twice told would T 
rather be the unhappy maniac, or the mise- 
rable old man I am, than be the aujthor c^ 
our misery !* * 

** No spectre could appear more ghastly 
than did this admimstrator of criticalacids, 
at that npkoment— I had smote his c6nsGience 
— andl quitted him." 

Here the conclusion of the lecture broughf 
a concourse of people into the reading- 
roonls ; and among the number some of the 
party with which Edward and the doctor 
had come. They took an affectionate leaye 
of the unhappy Ogilvy, ^after having ex- 
torted from the old gehdeman a new prdu 
mise to visit Roseville-House. ':' 
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CHAPTER IX. 



. . anrAii.iiuciiEsaEs. 

j^lT the indueace ^nd mfUi^gement of the 
duchess of I^elgrave, the honour of opening 
^^ £i6hipn9(bU campEUgn-of 1S04*5 was 
prpc^nsd for tt|^ I^xD^evUi^^* ;The'«f^^mlV/ateci^ 
Ipi i^ ^^miaers ^ cugtpnis, th^ bop^ and 
the fears, the joys and ^^ sorroiMS, thg 
pl^d^Wfs ^n4 tli^ pain39 peculiar to the in- 
hs^jt^ms ci th^ ^ fashbnabl^ world, >viU 
^%x^\^ )^ ^3(^ to cQJ»pfehmd the. extent of 
%4^;^^zg/^ whicl^ this 4^enf conferred. 

No ^soo^er wa;» tbi$ important fact ao^ 
.9W«Q^4> fh^ every ^fi^hippahle'^of whal^- 
fy;^ ](^, or ,$^ 9K^tf \va$puximp a mt? 
of requisition. Frppi th^tnost powerful ruJei^ 
among these people, to the weakest ; from 
the duchess who could summon her host of 
hundreds to the fields down to the slip-slop 
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retainer of six old maids, every leader was 
instantaneously in motion. 

The policy of her grace of Belgrave, on this 
occasion, was> iie?er exceeded by any in* 
^ance reconded ia the history of fashion. 
To illustrate the wisdom and the spirit of 
her measures, it will be necessary to take r 
brief view :of the state of parties which at that 
pcnod agitated the ^fashionable «mpire< 
* : Without desCi^nding to a ifiinute det^l of 
the many petty feuds andikctions into which 
dye populati6ii was dmded, aiid which, iA 
a greater or lei^ degcee, exist in all stiates,, 
mid ore every where converted by the t6m* 
fMitors for power to the purposes of theit 
individual ambition, we shall confine oisr^ 
wives U> (he fafetxnry of the two great rivals, 
msAet one >^ «ther dF wf^fose hampers aU 
tester 4ivibifi)»i ^»^ t4ended, in order to 
di»ptey^"thdir tmu^d Mai in the cause of ai 
©<4nfe#tter^r^a feiigrdw. The charact^ 
^ itii >mpit 4>{ ^ifesfe kadtt^ ha$ already 
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been unfolded, with the brilliant career of 
her earlier days. 

It was not till the influence of Belgrave 
had received a fatal shock, by an accidental 
exposure of her weakne^, through the 
failure of some supplies, that there was found 
a rival hardy enough to contest it. . At that 
epoch the duchess of Di:inkwater appeared 
upon the fi^ld of £aishion, and threw down 
the gauntlet of defiance to Belgrave : am 
event which produced upon the fashionable 
world an effect precisdy similar to that which 
the natural world sustains frora the coavul^ 
^on of an earthquake ; or which the moral 
world experienced from the French revo- 
lution. • 

Before this challenge was given, to have 
doubted that the will of Belgrave was die 
law of fashion, would have hem deemed an 
abrogation of loyalty itself j tQ h^ve scrupled 
in believing that the mind of. B^grave.wa^ 
the divinity df taste, w^old: have l>^ .con* 
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ddered the worst of wilful heresies. What 
then must have been the surprise, the horror^ 
of a people cherishing such sentiments, when ' 
they beheld the duchess of Drinkv(rater 
erecting her standard of revolt against the . 
object of thdu: allegiance and their worship, 
and pnmiulgatiiig ' with undaunted zeal a 
code and a creed diametrically c^posite to 
the principles of their former obedience and 
faith r 

. No contrast could be stronger : — the 
duchess of Bdgrave was in her person bvely^ 
gi^ac^bi^ and delicate : — the dudxess o£ 
Dirinkwatet was. truly masculine in form 
and feature, cmrsein har, connexion, and 
unmeaning in her countenance . . ' > 
The duchess of Belgrave. spoke with the 
persuasive eloquence of a sen^ smile, ia 
a voice sweet ^ the notes of the nightia- 
gale: tW :dudiea3 of JJimkwalfer :belWwed 
her commands wtth Ae lungs of a boat- 
swain:— Hbe one rode, walked, danced> en- 
fered:» koom* joined company, or 
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iilways With the elegantly easy <£gnky of 
a ^noniaii . of quality : the other rode like 
a market^-woimn, walked like a gre2i;idiery 
and danced like the witches in Macbeth ; 
she would burst into a parlotir with the 
rudeness of an exciseman into a wine-cellar'; 
break upL a conveisation by an obtrusive 
loud liors|3>laugh 4 and mavcfa away from ^ 
IMDty in dttr.middie of a q«3SCkia ^(6^a% 
addressed to herself. 

/ [The trapai preludes of war to^ plaM'l)e- 
tstofoi ticffie faosale: feadeis of fsKahioik Her 
fp^ee t^'.iBd^twt xroniented iier^bUP wilft 
sifeiit :(foiiicsbpt;:of whar seemed t^^ ^vftiA- 

chess of Drinkwater, hmrakif^^ yfu^ kmd itt 
ix^tpagsftrng; ^l}er disappi^obatkm of^^the ele- 
^ot'tnanii^ of. ber rivai^ ^d 9li^^ b^ 
-M&ing ^dinWratM b/^, joHy^ysft^ of 
V)tm^aflfllrgfoteiftt''!o Jiii^^]^:s\!i<^^^ 
<«nctoiifi9edto a fir(# mmt m^nnA^^ 9^^ 
-gn^fi^ ^«kb,. ^aidfof -an t)ppdriilHity:6l'ii^ 
iengefof real w Antiiediii^hlK^^ztd wiA^ 
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avidity every little chance of iQCH-cifying 
thdir foimer sovareigil. In a short time5 
however, the evil genius of Belgrave obtained 
a triumph for her enemy, r^let^e wth iontr 
poftant co&sequeoices. 

In what shape the sprite appeared k nm 
ascertained, though il: has been asee^ted thai 
k was inihe .guise of a Scotch ptp^» The 
effect of his appesurwee 13 however uar 
di^ttbted ; :&>r the jolly duchesi, iofipired by 
him, betame the patroness of r<e^, a lively 
jpedes <c^ dancing,, which requiring little 
fi]^l) or grzice, tsoon superseded tl>e aua)ie| 
4^ la tmr^ and % variety of. o^^r minueitif^ 
whtdi bad been tutrodiufCed by * t^e duc^besp 
of Bdgnire* The ss^rhe e^l , gffuifsr9<et)it^ 
ing 1:0 his vic(im» coniplft^d t^oM^ice, ^ 
tn^ttrfng that ;such m^ M^' *P?#i^ 
was iadoTisist^it v\!ith ^<$kga«K^^ tM^9MV^ 
distiegikkh t|te:am^u3e^9ii^tii ^ ^^jh^frar o)^ 
jifawiof a(icifit]t,; and incfaMiag her:^t)^M>ji^ 
4o pnoUblt itheto al ^;hff jp^rt^,; 

8 
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whether reels and jigs ought or ought not to 
have been sanctioned, it is sufficient to ob- 
serve, that the fashionable world became' al- 
most universally intoxicated with the novelty j 
and every ball during that winter was opened 
with the duchess of Drinkwater*s Fancy, or 
the duchess of Drink^ter's Whim. 

It now became impossible to. dissemble ; 
the duchesses never met without betraying 
some sigas of approaching hostifities. The 
patroness of reels cracked the shoulder straps 
of ^xteen dresses by exercising herself in 
shrugs at the duchess of Belgrave ; and the 
fatter tore two dozen of fans in flirtiiig at the 
former. At length war was openly declared 
by both patties, and th^ first blow was struck 
by ^he duchess of Drinkwater, who gave a 
grand, gala the same night on which her rival 
'had previously announced one. This was 
a grand trial of stretch ; and, such is the 
blender reliance whkih the rulers of fashion* 
ought to place upon the loyaky of their foU 
Jowers, the love oi change/ a re?dutionary 
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spirit, or some other cause unkno\m,'actuaHy 
seduced the great majority of the feshionable 
world to the fete of the duchess of Drinfk- 
water, while hep- grace of Belgrave could 
scarcely muster company enough to keep 
the air of her stately apartments something 
above the freezing point. 

This was the begmning of disasters. That 
very evening did the Belgrave sport a new 
and really elegant dress hat, of which some 
scores were privately promised as a great fa- 
votir*by Le Brun; when loJ on the same 
night, the Drinkwater for the first ttm^ ap- 
peared in a black crq> wig ; and to the utter 
confusion and loss of poor Le Brun and her 
patroness, not a Belgrave hat was to be seen-f 
while *Ross and hia patroness laughed hear- 
tily at the multitude, who every where ap- 
peared in a black Prmkwater wig. 

Godsall had finished for the Be!grave a 
most tasteful coach, hung very high, with 
one of the richest hammercloths that could be 
made. Immediately the Drinkwater bespoke 



«^HfttebiH';s^li^tXlach faungCD bw lhat.it oi> 
<tuiae4^.tiaftie Qii^muddy ; aitd m opposifioci 
10 the. eKpenMYe^ hammercloth, ^he further 
Ventured to iotroduce a plain tikfJc leather 
cbair for- the driver, ivhich ifn» calkd a 
^Jcy< — ^Victt>i7 ^wasag^with her grace,&r 
muddies and dickies okfried ail before them. 

The lide-of siicoeas was now clearly against 
^ dtfcbeds of Be^rave. Season 1^1^ -sea^ 
«oa«heihlMl^jn0rtificaiicmto aeethejaniss 
of tftor rimji iwmM&g, ud lier mMboxxj 
f)iieUi«g>i«lo A^^r while ebe heieeffiF.^was 
JMers^ deserted fey te: fanner foilowerc^ 
«iid her nanieidaijy d^vviAdiiog into (riiscuiaff^ 
Of only m^doned ia 'ConBe€itio& with si^ne 
pew dMstens* 

The omtest whkh had itO the ouidet ben 
severe, wd steaded with Incredible exv 
penses to both the ooiEabatanta, Jhad for the 
last &ur or five years boen languishing into 
a species df hollow truce. The duchess of 
Driakwater bad succeeded in obtaining 
£pkndid alliances for three of her daughters; 



I 
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aad 95 if that object ha^ jb^en her ohiof ixx^ 
ce^tiyefto the »wai;, ;no ^sooner was it ,accom» 
Pfli^bed, -than she withjdrtAv froln the field of 
battle, and recruited in jretirem^t. the spirit^ 
a^il the rev^nuQs rwhich >$be hs^l £o nearly 
^hjvusted. 

Ia the Eig.hlan4s. pf Scotland she \va^ 
plantniBg J^r .scheioes for the xmuyrifage of l>er 
onljT TeX2»av:^ing 4aught^^ u'hen the £r^t^ 
n^raph cesp^tin^Sld^^^^^^ Mont^u^^&d.id^ 
jpjqiily RoseyiUe xeafhgul , her f^ghu ^ ^ 
list of berinteod^^daiifers^f h^ S^raj^hit^ 
sha h^d inserted the .oanne ff the ^najif uis 
ef Arbe^ry;, becwsq, ui.X^ fif&t plupe* he 
wa& h^ .to a dukedom^^ -mad her dyighter^ 
fihe vowed, ^uld be a.dvi([j;ies$^ audm^di^ 
i>exit place be -was l^e|y Ijp, be^very rich, -^ 
qualification ^hich wa^:alsp;ijQ4^speiSLsabk fof 
the husbsuad of her Seraphina: Her spie$ ia 
London now corroborated all the intel%'e);ic^ 
oi the neNyspapers respecting the intended 
marriage of the marquis wiih. lady Emily 
Roseville, and she resolved instaiitly -to re- 
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pair to. London with a view of breaking off 
the match, and, if possible, entangling the 
marquis in the net of charms which Seraphina 
was taught to spread. 

In the mean time the duchess of Belgrave, 
apprised by her emissaries of the approach 
of the enemy to the capital, wjth a promp- 
titude and foresight not to be surpassed by 
the best and bravest generak, determined 
instantly to take the field, axxd open the 
^campaign before her rival could rally her 
forces, or even be aware of her danger. 

Experience had taught her how much de- 
pended upon novelty, how much upon the 
resources of wealth, how much upon those 
of talents and activity ; and sensible that the 
day was past when sh^ might have , van* 
quished her enemy in her own name^ she 
now resolved * to attack and if possible to 
conquer her with the forces of Roseville.* 

Having succeeded so far as to influence 
entirely the councils of Roseville House, it 
vnly remained to arrange the plan of the 
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campaign, or, in other words, to determine 
upon the nature of the "entertainment to be 
given. Upon this important point some de- 
bate ensued. 

Lady JRoseyilie suggested, with her native 
humility, the ^ propriety of' taking the field 
by a simple rout^ or assembly ; but her ad- 
vice was rebutted with spirit by the expe- 
rienced general Belgrave. With the ardour 
and prompitude of a Buonaparte, she de* 
clared for dashing measures. 

" The town must be carried by storm,** 
said her grace. " While such cold calcu- 
lators as the duchess of Drinkwater, with 
ail the frigid economy of her i^ative Nbrth, 
arecollectipg a little money, anda few forces 
to meet us, red^oning upon our weakness,* 
we must by a display of unbounded mag- 
nificence, taste, and expense, and an innu« 
merable army in our train, at once over- 
whelm their puny preparations, arid strike a 
blow that shall palsy every effort of our ri- 
vals for the remainder of the season. My 



voice, th^erefore*, fe- agSHfltst your Ikdyship^s 
project -of opening the campaign with only 
«iich comnrion-piiace measures as a rout 
aflFords. I am decidedly for a grand masked 
gala* The airiple space whicHsuen a man- 
sion as Ho8e^^ilH ftouse yiefdSi for the display 
of tast^, is afeuost of hsdf a sure ground of 

• • • 

victoi^y. But when the 'wealth of my lord 
Rose^lle here is recollected, which is the 
sine\^ of feshionable as- well as^ national war- 
fare, I declare it would' be absoltite insanity 
to reject the greats for the Ifesser means of 
conquest^/ ^ 

Her grace's* eloquence prevailed. Her po-. 
Ucy- was-assisted by the vanity of lord Rose^ 
▼life and-hfe son,^ and the warm wishes of 
Ae^young feniale mferiaibersof this cabinet of 
t^e. Av the very mentfon of- mask*, ladie!^ 

Btnily, -Sellna, and PaulJrta 

. ' . . . ./. ■■.-•• ^ < f , . 

,. . -^ — r-^r " felt their little 3ouls on.fjre -, 



For,, of all scenes they had not yet surveyed, 
*rheir hearts most panted fori masquerade.'*' 
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CHAPTER X. 



A MASQU£RAD£. 



On the: evening appointed £ar the grand 
masked gala, the interior of Roseville House 
presented a series of the most finished speci- 
mens of scenicr art. 

No Iqnger let the descriptions of entertain- 
ments recorded in the Arabi^., Nights be 
regarded as fabulous, when the nobiKty, and 
even the merchants of London, caii charm; 
away^he hours of'/winter wkh such fietce 39 
these. 

Th^ ihainsion of^brd^ReseviUe stdod!upaxv 
a large space ofgroundv andfbnhedanoble 
quadrangle, in the centre of which, were 
spadbus gardens. . TJiis building,. and. tfaess: 
grounds, had been committed to the ihste 
of the duchess of Bdgrave and ca|ytain. Nc« 
"tSiBy trndenwhoBediceationsisomeof the iicst 
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artists and machinists in the Jdngddhi had 
been employed ; and by their almost magic 
powers the private dwelling of an English 
nobleman Was metantorphosed intd the fdl- 
lowing scenes*. 

The visitor, having had the goodfortmie 
to squeeze his way through the thronged 
avenues, • ' 
-» 

*' Where now the rout's full myriada close 

" The staircase and the door -, 
*' And where thiclc files of belles and beaux 

*' Perspire through every pore f* 

and having passed the scrutiny of that ne^ 
cessary appendage of . routs . and revels^ 
Townshend, before whose piercing eye the 
disguised pickpocket, and the noble bearer 
of a forged ticket, tremble alike, wkh terror, 
of detection, -yiras first introduced into an 
apartment, which represented ^^ the richal- 
hambra o^ the Moorish kings/* . . 

• The design of this superb scene waft 
classically correct. The. earl of Roseyitto 
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and hiQ countess, . baibited in escact cmtaam 
a^a M0oi4^ prmce and prmcnss,. hisre re* 
em«d ^ir guests ^ a tiaki of aitte&daMi^ 
and a band of musicians, who Wietecanod the 
company vnxh notes of Mboxisb mdody, 
W€Te^ ^H dbescfdd m torre^onding habits* 

Passing tbrough this apartiheB^ th^ visi^ 
tor tHKt entered! a long ^Uery, which iivwi 
formed into an Egypdanr tdnsple, the eSett 
of ifhkh t^ tndy gnnd xad sti&iBg from 
die perfect delusioA of iiie «rtist*s m^t 
pencil/' • 

Attbe teisiination of this gaHcvy, which 
Ibrtaed one side of the quadcaa^, the 
company passed kkto the gsrdeas^ irhieb 
weii3 «Qwir«d in,, and bji the vaited eibrtsi 
ef the paimet add the mKhani^i^ were con- 
veMtd ktto the gardens and panri&aar of a 
Tttrla^ seragliD. The roahty itsetf, of 
which this scene \ite a rais^sentatiefi, could 
scareefy ^ache snore Toluptooue ideas in 
the iniagiaadoH of a bdicrMer. Beautifiii 
^u»g Jadies, in die dress of Gbeckn slaves, 

VOL, II. L 
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were scattered in groups, some playing on 
musical instramencs, while others danced, 
and others again were beaoring refreshments 
or perfumes. 

* The perfection x>f art seemed accom- 
plished by the e£Fects of the artifidal cypress 
trees, who6e branches wa:'e put in motion 
by invisible machinery, and dius appeared to 
be really agitated by the air. 

There was a pavilion erected in this gar<« 
den, which was also a chefd^csuvre of art. 
It was built in the rotundo form : the roof 
was supported by pillars of gold studded 
with precious stones, around which were 
entwined wreaths of variegated lamps ; from 
the centre^of the dome, which was painted 
ki a mastetly style, with . the hixuriant re- 
presentation of every species of oriental fruit, 
foliage, and flowers, was suspended a su{Msrb 
chandelier; and beneath its trembling ^len- 
dour, a fountain of curious workmanship 
played rose-water into goldien vases. Sup^b 
sofas, with cushions of ^bite satin, richly 
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einbroidei*ed5' were placed on elevated plat- 
forms^ covered with beautiful Persiazi car* 
pets, and seemed to invite the spectator to 
enjoyment and repose. 

Here it was intended that supper should 
be served to the Prince of Wales, who, with 
two or three of his royal brothers, was ex- 
pected to honour the masquerade with his 
presence ; and for the exclusive accommo« 
dation of whom^ and such favourites as they 
should select, this pavitton was erected.. 

As the ilitroduction of lady Emily was 
one of the chief objiects of the entertainment, 
the duehei^s of Bdgrave had insi^ed upon 
her assuming ' the- character of a Turkish 
sultana, in agreement with this scene. 

No . fancied description of beauty and 
splendour ever conveyed an idea sufficiently 
expressive of the effects of their united 
charms, as now beheld in the daughter of 
lord Roseville. Her. dress wa3 precisely that 
of th6 beautiful Fatima, described by lady 
Mary Wordey Montagu, whose authority 

L 2 
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had been itnpUoitly Avowed in the design 
and decorations io£ this scen^ as well as in. 
die costume of the. characters. 

** She was dressed, in a cafiun of gold 
brocade, fibwered with silver, very, well 
flbed to hef shape, aotd showing to adtnira« 
tion the beauty of h^ bosom, only shaded 
jby a diin gaaae. Her di^wers' w^re ^e 
pinkf her waistcoast green andsitw; ber 
slippers . white saitBi^ fiariy embr<yklenid \ 
her lo^^ arms adofheifl^ with« *br&cekb'>di 
diamonds ; i^km her hi^ad a ^ich^ '^urlEish 
laandkerchiexf of pikik and 9i)ir^ ; b^r cf$m 
fiae hair bongii^ a gre^f length ibfi vutioub 
tresses, amd on one side- of hat hf^ iotae 
bodkins of jewsek V** 

The foiuth scene was inteiidsd as a con- 
trast to the Turkish one. The whol« of 
the gardens bang occupied by the* krif^, 
the^ectator^ upon qttittillig the ferifliniitly 
iMuinhoated pavifidm, aigaki • entefei ^e 

r 

* Lady- M. \V, Sfoirtdgu's Works. . 
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bQuse» the iiorth quadrangle of which was 
m K<»er^ .used as a picture ^aOery » for 
which purpose three stories had beoa thrown 
iiatQ oste, and the light was admitted bean 

tn€ top* 

' The .pai&tioge which usually Dccupsni 
tfab gaUery wcfDQ vitt iniD tesoiporai^ ha-^ 
Aishim^ ; and the ai&rtmastty imdW the 
akilfol managfeonsit of Garbonfii, Lmdier** 
bosrg, afad thaK pmoxisiiig young anost- Ketr^ 
Pditn, ivith ibA asaetaiice/of .^^me .-amak 

. * ■ * 

tfuiB of iaaftbii^ 'now ..hecajbc ih& «2iiQct 
ittpineiitaitioli; of attract of the dtroarjr desero 
of Andsia^ at thejhonr of midnight* . 

No words can conre)? tq ikt$ icngagiiiation. 
a just! coDoeptiQn of the ^lotnnj IgraDdeor of 
dds ^anommic dedeptjoxk^ -' . 

: fio ei^ajidly was it ^e^iitsti^' that 'the 
spects^sxr^ "Steppmg aut of a bhae of spfen^ 
dour, shrunk back wtth horrDr at the dark« 
Bess visible ; and bsiies actually shridced at 
the well counterfeited howlsogs of beaests of 
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prey, 9nd of the hollow whistling blasts of 
windj which seemed alternately to scatter 
and collect the heaps of sand. At the ex- 
tremity of the scene was a well executed 
design of the ruins of a species of saKient 
temple, consisting of vast piles of stone, in 
such a variety of forms and situations as ren- 
dered itimpo^ble to conjecture what had: 
be^h its form or u&e. Bdund the remains 
oi^ aa uncouth arch, formed by the fmg^ 
mexits of two immense cohimns of ^stxme^ 
appeared a Hght issuing through die m^uth' 
of a cavern, from the fireb of a tnoop d£ 
wandering Arabs, whose icamds were ^een^ 
crouching axnpng the rui&s» '^ 

The interior of the cave was excellently 
designed } and the partsof the robbers were. 
well supported' by seve&i yoiAig noblemen, 
at the head of whom, as t|ieir captanr, wafi* 
the dashing son of the duchess of fielgrave. 

Other groups of these wild Arabs were 
discernible by the light of the fires, round 
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which they sat in different parts of the seem»- 
ing desert, and consisted of p^ofesslona^ and 
amateur Angers, who from tent to tent an- 
swered one another in a wild hunting or 
warlike chorus* 

The oth^ roorn^ of the earl's extensive 
mansion were laid put in the usual style of 
festive apartments, elegantly illuminated y 
and amply supplied with the most expen- 
sive vianda served in the most magnificent 
manBier* 

ft 

About eley!en:Q:«Iock th^ mfisks be^an to. 
aasendifo, and before^ twelve the; xppms and 
gardens, weve ^fibost fa^ionably crowded. 
As domino^; JVtere o^resdly prohibited^ 
the number of <:harapters was uncoinmonly 
greit; but without much extension of .the. 
usual variety* Ln^ the words: of a mor9l and. 
eleg9tot poQt --7 

".Here beaux esprits in various figures lurk 
Of Jew and Gentjle, Bramin, Tartar, Turk j. 
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VopAer all ifc^Ks »«ius us&iMy fiadi| 
/ Hermits and densoos^ emperors and binds i 
All that diversify life*s crowded £eld^ 
And all prolific phantasy can yield*/' 

■ 

From among this ip.otley assendbly it may be 
necesiary to select and to describe si f ev- 

The duchess of Belgrare, i^ho haid dkiaea 
for herself the semblance of Diana, had mv 
minated the characlers of the RoseviUe fa* 
mily party. She bad conireited cbe^ ad 
and coiihtess into a Moorish prince and bis 
<^een^ Md their beir and her own into 
eaptaihs of banditti. - Lkdy Eniiiy . idlie bad 
created sultana of the Tikrldsh ^a«des^ and 
the marquis of Arbe^, In a fit of gaL 
lantry, had resolved to bec^une heraxiordig 
sultailV Edward Montag«i'^ figure she bad 
declared, woald.be sactiBced k| ^»iy a^het 
character than that of ApolIoriR ^kh be 
would be mistaken for the Belvidere statue 

♦ Hayley. 



in^xnotioiL Eidward, however^ xie&tedthis 
decree from aa impulse of modsfitty, sad 
clioBe die ch»Bcter of Beatde's £d&vm: 

*' Adorn'd with native elegance, he wore. 

In siniplest form, the minstrel dress of ybfe.** 

. ■. ' ■ 

Her own Idvdy 'dwghtera^ xiv^ diacbs«& 
formed im> Saxioyard^ and the bodies 
JHaulina knd S^liiia imo Swiss^ pen^isfts* ' 

Doctor Hoare, wlio had boien tiuieli 
pleased with the whim^taliry of F|iwe^ ii^ 
sir AiKltiew Analyze^ deeemalbed to te n 
dicf icKmry^fnakes* * f£)r the ^ttning; and 
eapi^an Me?Ule, tt> >affbyd i^is Todg^ a fiemi^ 
of volubility^ aisfiiimied tht 4ipgss ^ a bar^- 

The duke ^ Delaware, in «he Hi^ ^i^ 

r 

* Jq tibe cpmed^r «f tht /' £lmd .Siai^tH;^ j^(r 
Andrew .Analyze i» the author of ai^ improved die* 
tionary : he carries^U manuscript constantly in hi^ 
poclcet, and ralces 6veiy (JppoTtUftlty OfgitiVgliisltew 
delmitidtM of ^ly w*d ttMt ISj^l^ea mbii ^Mii^^. 
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of an old English baron, seemed doomed to 
drag about the rooms the antiquated lady 
Aurora Rumble, in the guise of a black 
nun. 

• .But among the numerous actors on the 
temporary stage of Roseville house there 
was one genuine character which challenged 
general adniiration. The elegant deport^ 
meat, the graceful manness, the nobie mien, 
dnd the re&ied wit, of the most accom- 
plished prince in Europe, were not to be 
concealed beneath the guise of a Spanish 
grandee« His royal highness was soon dis- 
covered, and wherever he bent his steps, 
there wa«: the point of attraction. 

On the right arm of the prince huqg th^ 
goddess Diana, and at his left side walked 
her rival, the duchess of Drinkwater, .who, 
in point of size, did ample justice to the 
character of queen Elizabeth ; for in the 
.late wars of these rival chiefs, his royal 
highness had supported a dignified neu- 
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traiity ; ahid had in fact^ after many bene- 
volent efforts, be^n the negochttor of the 
present hollow truce. 

The prince applauded the tastefulness of 
lihe ^arrangements and scenery, and .comi- 
mended the correethess- of the deooiaiions^ 
and. costume. Every one knew, from the 
paragraphs which Neville had taken care to 
insert in all the papers, that the duchess of 
Belgrave was the supreme, directress of the 
f^e, and: every echo of applause was there* 
fore a triumph to her grace. . 

** Well now^. after all," said the jolly 
queen^ ^*' I think there's too much cold cor- 
rectness for this kind of thing : it miay iie , 
all right as to the likeness of: the places, an4 
all that; but when one recollects that the 
intention of the meetmg. is to laugh and be 
merry, I declare I would rather' seer the 
young ^people singling out partners,, and 
going down a meny country dance, than 
sauntering about in a. sortof restraint. What 
3ay- you,, sir ?*' 
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** Both are ^well in thdlf way P' said, the 
{urkice. ^ Taste, I tmst, lias its tolaries as 
well as mirth/* 

«* Ifon't' you thmk,*' said Diana to her 
drais ^^ ^^ ^^m eDtertafnmeiU: 4ikis tUs, <^ 
vhich the most poisiiiedi aa \Mli as the 
Jdghest characters in the kingdoaa are inf 
idted, shoald be distmg^iEshed att bast aa 
much fiorits nmgmficsnee and taste as for its 
fmlu: cBtd fun." 

The sofi* of queen Eliizabeth wai ia a sc»t 
of agits^n at dus sneer : — " I protest I 
don*t see tjie necessity,'* ^said iier majesty ; 
^ for however people nsry affisct to despise 
^frolic and fun,' miith is the endof .tfaeas- 
^semb{y« And then the expense of tbis 
stenery, ia my opinion, is out 'Of all jOQua- 
patison vnrh the object/' 

^ dh, if k be a matter of ppuads, ^btl- 
lings, and pence, nobody will coatest that 
vrith the duchess of Drtnkwater }" said het 
rival. ^ I was connecting the question vkfa 
its influence on the higher orders of society; 



and' ccmseqdestly tni €ic progress of taste, 
and tfe eixamragement of the fine aits/^ 

Here tbey (ontd ihemsdives la the 
Egyptian temple, where Edward Moatagt^ 
in hb'minBtrel diaractsc, liad tieen prevailed 
upon to aixoiiipany ,aa atr purposely tosc^ 
posed and written on the occasion by Ana- 
creon Moore, at the espedal request o£ t!he 
diichese^of Beigrave. /- . 

^ Who 16 the mmstrel T* said the prinb^A 
^ Edwajxi Montagu,^' said Diana* 
^'- What the pfaaenomenon of the lakes ¥* 
said his royal highness* 

^ The saine-^And here comes diat crosb 
cynk, doctor Hoare, who has takeioi the 
tiDid>le to copy Fawcett's dress in the new 
phy, for the pieas\u-e of saying ill-natured 
diings in the character of sir Andrew Ana- 
ly ze. Now ^ili I pose the dictionary-monger. 
Hbw d'ye, sir Andrew Analyze? How 
d*7e do? How proceeds the dictionary? 
Pray^ sir Andrew, how does it eicplain the 
word * Prince ?' Turn to it, sir Andrew l" 



/ 
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. "Hie doctor Tras indeed radier posed, as 
her grace had expressed it, and vikh an 
arch smile she twitched the sleeve o£ the 
prince.. 

^^ O chaste Diana,^ ^d the doctor, 
•after two or three hems, ^^ I should wkh 
•pleAsiare obey you \ but for prince, simply, 
1 have na definition. Here aie a variety of 
compounds. Take an example :«^^ The 
Brince of the Power of the Air :' — see Beclze- 
bub, 01dNick,&c. * The Prince of Peace;'— 
one of the most quarrelsome feHows in Eu- 
rope, whose policy has driven away peace 
boxsk the country he rules, and whose con- 
^iiict has sown the seeds c£ ciyil* war in the 
hearts of an outraged peoples Then again 
Jiere is * Prince of Wales:' — ^a. natian!s 
•hope— yide Taste,.Gaierosity, Magnificence, 
.Valour, Liberality, Patriotism." 

^* Is. this your cross- cynic?'' said-. tKe 
prince. '^ He is a downright .flatterer^! 
•Pray, sir, do me the favour to turn to the 
word * Duchess.' " 
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•' Ab^ sir/* said the doctor with a sigh, 
^^ an accident has be&llen that part of my 
dicticmary ! As I was compiling my defini* 
tions of duchess, from the very highest 
aatfaofides, a tear happened to fall upon my 
manuscript, and occasioned such a blot on 
the wmd, that the leaf was destroyed, and 
I hzre never since felt the least inclination 
lo go over the authorities again !** 

The duchess of Belgrave sighed ; thefi,ia 
an affected^ tone of liveliness, said, ^^ The 
mixistrel has vani^ed, rdecWe! Come> 
let us seek the phssnomenon:" — -and away 
^e hurried the prince. 

Queen Elizabeth, being accosted by the 
jduke of Delaware, to whom she wished to 
pay her courts remained. 

** Sir Andrew, sir Andrew," said a fei* 
male mask, running towards the doctor, 
foUowed by half a dozen others. ** We 
have been disputing about some words ; do 
put us right. Now, first of all, sir AndreFt 
< Fashion*/'' 



^^ Fashibii P' md the idbetor, preimding 
to look at his itiinusciipC ^^ ^ Fasiiion'--^A 
varnish Which b much u6dd for tht porpose 
of creating a £ailse gloss^ It is,. like most 
Other v{imi^e«, ^a ppifibnoas i^ituxe^ and 
pmduces the -^cnnigest '^Secis upon tfaeiin^ 
happy persons ^o Me it/ It causes' them 
to go tolled Whm the kin ^rues, and to tak^ 
an airing at-midwi^yi;' !i wafers tbem sup^ 
pbfite ffieHKidVt^ ftM^diQSstd when they are 
iisK'-naky. It occailoM them .to come ta 
coim Jbr the 'iisjtitdr }iAien the iovely dpriog 
pf nature -sniU^ in all her charms ; savd to 
go into the country fovi&ie pttrposeof -^njoy*- 
ing i^eexLtm^Mt^: jusci a$ 4hd :&ill of the leaf 
^^ AOfice 4>f die approach of vunisn It 
^makes them do niany dangs that are ex>> 
iremety painful to them, which they call 
making their pieamtfe^; and it ^iea^ them 
fiom* the ^ufsait of hfiirtfelt mjoymentB, 
from a 4feadi|>f their petnfyi^f^duhtess. At 
length it deprives them <ii tbe power of 
seeing, hearing, tasting, feeling, 'measoniifg. 
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or deciding far themsdfies, a|id compels 
them to see, hear^ taste, feel^ reason, and 
decide as other persons^ do" 

^^^Ah, mon dieui monsiear leIHctibn« 
naire ! it be time you travd to leani better 
nmmen to the ladies. AUons, monsieur, 
aliens; a Pdsis, a Paris,'' .said Chades^Toiv 
laogton, in the character of a French postil* 
Kdti, conclttding his speech mJcb a load crack 
o^his ^tMp^ to ^e tenor and anQaysmce of 
those near him. 

^* H*, ha, ha, well don^ . Charles » Ha, 
ba. Ha! No sermons here !^' Let'^ kiigb 
and grpw ^tVisaid qoeen Sfiasabedi. 

^>So we will, God bl^ ydar follf ma- 
jf0ji'^ said an Engli^ sailor, who was the 
dder of the Toimgtons. ^* My tiinbers ! 
yours wer<^ the times for oM^n^and, bonny 
Bess. Only look, messmates, at (he dif* 
ferenoe of beef steak breakfasters, and the 
sippers of souchong ! Aye, aye, those were 
the times ! — Oh the golden days of good 
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queen Beas I Merry be the memory of good 
queen Bess!** 

Here iai number of masks joined in chorus, 
and dancing . round queen Elizabeth, bore 
her away in triumph. 

Th^ prince and the duchess of Belgrave 
bad followed the minstrel into the .Turki$b 
gardens, where a crowd were gazing yriih 
admiration at the beautiful sultana, who was 
distributing her att^tions with a grace that 
won all hearts* 

. The prmce japprosichfed^ dSkd,m.A short 
time4iscc)veired:that the mind of the fair Turk 
was no. less richly iwoisb^ than her peimn*. 
. That unaffected SsLfisAAMty which eaceu- 
rages merit of ei^ery diescription to disclose 
Itself, had drawn Edward also imp this bxiL* 
liant circkj and be was enjoying some of th^ 
happiest moments of his life, jn a delightful 
conversation, which was pas^ng between the 
pvince, the duchess of Belgrave, lady Emily," 
|bc marquis of Arberry, and himself, wh^ 
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suddenly his eye caught a ma^, . dressed m 
all point8 exactly like the ^' Woodman/'^ 
whom he had beea taught to call his £ither. 
An iiiYolmitary start attracted the observa- 
tion of the party^ and the fair sultana, withr 
a* Ikely sensibility, whicdi evinced sonftetKing. 
imre; tham a Gdmmon regard) inquired-^ 
" Are you linweli, Mr. McAits^u?" 
\ ' ^*^ R^ther-^no-ryeS) a little j — ^I beg par- 
d^i^^It will be over in an instant/' While 
tf^ made this apology 9 he directed hi9 eyc^ 
iOi^ priQCQ, ^^^ien» \«ith a trembl^gi 
anxiety, he again turned them te^ towarte 
tile ^ot where had slood the woodiAiii ^^-*^ 
was vanished. 

** Surely I saw it !" -said he^'with surprise, 
scarcely knowing that he q>pke« 

'^ SaAr what ?*' said the duchess*- ^^ Bless 
me, the youth is love-stricken ! What have' 
you seen ?*' 

** An object,'* said Edward, *' which has 
renewed feelings of such powerful interest,. 
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Aat I canndt possibfy ^diss6ad>ie tbem.****^! 
saw faitti^ I am teitiain ;-«^a3Rd with your gm-^ 
ciDcis kaire I must again discover him.'* 
- Tims saying, and tiirowing down hfe haip 
upon the floor of the paviitoai, he rasbed 
fiDTth in putouit' of the t^oodman. At d^e 
same inatant fynt doke of> C^-^-N-rfMickoBMl 
the prince, tirixojdtiedhis^bspal bittriia'* 

** Our yoQng tidi^i^ ^ 4n ^ iirre, Isfdy 
Emily ;---so &r ia^ceitain ;'* ^id-tfae dilch««^ \ 
^ and iildi^(^eo[^ thattD&a Y^d^d ie#Btig^ 
of such ^^f^i^idinli^csk:, i'tiiiusc bii 4ie Vtiy: 
fakbm^*'' - -• : ' '^■• '"^ ' •: ' «^ ' c J ' - 
^ :^ Did lie iicMi say" k^ Miiaft ^gaiti difiQoi^' 

^m ?" said lady Emily. • 

^* Qh;i ^fs fote's' common atjifiee 1 for 
hiniy readAar^ l^yd^ar/' |^ th^id^C»^feMlS&. 
"^^ D6 ymi i^ly ilwnk so f' ^aifct lady 
Emify, wkli a ^'gfe. 

** Heyday !" exclaimed the duche^ ** my , 
lord marquis, bridegroom elact! pray did 
' that ^gh take a dii-ehion towards your kxrd^^ 
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ship, or has it waa^ei jtfbr the handdoM^ 
takuSx^l ki search ^ of an ob^ecu that renews 
feelings of such powerful interests/ " 
. V Xbe heat's, intoierably oppressiye/' said 
the marqd$, ** Oner mighl bilieve oneaetf 
acfcwaHy inTurkey/' 

" Lady Emily thinks so tooi I . am 8ure# 
by ber couAtenaacei. Mercy up<m une, 
whil niakies'you both look so yafidy siHy ! 
Tou, poor thing, 1 caa pttyr/' ; cdntihued 
heir ^mce, patting piay&ny tli« che^ of 
hdfUttSi^i .:'' Tbeae affairs of tbe heart 
are nev' to you, child v— -but for yoa-froh 
for shame^ my lord^ doa't mike yonraelf 
iidtodteiiaj it's. natucaL enough for this Kttle. 
hjeart toiipe xn.fovp *^ ,but for a iasaax.oi your 
£ii$hieiii ^ffid expienoica icr.be jealoos'l Qh 

" Who— Ijealous?— Ha, hi ha ! That's 
very good ; of whom should I be jealous, 
pray ? Upon my honour, it is not one of your 
grace's happiest strokes of complimentary 

humour to paint a pennyless foundling as an 

« 

3 
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object of jealousy to the marquis of Arberry , 
OF of . love to the daughter of the nobleman 
who feeds him.*' 

** Why, now, if you grow serious, Ar- 
l)eiTy, I shall really suq)ect' you !" 

^^ Serious ! oh no, its a good joke chough ; 
eh, isn't it, lady Emily ?" 

Lady EmUy heard Uttle of this bantering; 
her mind was deeply involved in thoughts 
which the conduct of £dward had excited ; 
andsh^ was at that moment examining the 
$tate of her heart, and asking lierself, if with 
such fedings towards Inm, she ought to be^ 
come the wifeof another; :. 

The entrance of other" company re&vied 
both her and the marquis, whose pride was 
mdre deeply wounded than his love, by the 
jealousy which, notwithstanding his denial, 
the duchess bad actuaDy kindled. 
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CHAPTER XL 



A DETECTION. 



*' Strange, incomprehensible bang !'* 
said Edward to himself, as he buffetted 
through the crowd of masks. *^ What sp^ 
cies of eccentricity is thine, thus to sport, 
with the feelings of thy offspring? How 
nmxj opportunities^ of private int^ercourse 
might have been embraced since I have re^ 
sided here — ^and you have selected a momeiU;; 
like this to appear to your son !*' 

As he passed on, he encountered the 
signor Belloni, with his • iiiec^, and sir £ve*' 
rard Beauchamp : they were all habited in. 
Turkish dresses. 

•* Whither so fast, young minstrel, pray,*' 
said her ladyship. 

^' Have you seen a mask something like 
Barker's Woodman," said Edward, " with a 
girdle round his loins, a bill hook, and a — " 
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^^ I saw such a character,'* interrupted 
sir Evefard ; ^^ and I imaged he stared 
very rudely at lady Beauchamp and the 
signer^: — and, s^e there^ yonder he is again." 

^* Yes, yes, that is, he indeed!" saidEd- 
wapd ^h emedon. 

** Who is it ?' said Bellori : " You seem 
much agitated at bis appearance! l)o you 
know hwn ?** 

•* No-i-yes — no !'* - ' 

" Ni!>, yes', no/* said lady Beif«hai«p : 
** Pray, good minsti^I, do Aiese th^ee mo^ 
nosyllaiHes make a negatixe or an affirma- 
tive?" ' ' 

' Edward did wot hear one word that ^ h6r. 
ladyship had uttered ; he had abaruptlf walked 
5tway ^0wards the woadrftari. 

** I must observe this woodman ;' *here is 
some coiHiexion between them,** said Bel- 
loni to his niece- " Go you tw© to the 
Arabian scene, I will meet you presently 
near the cavern." 

BeHbni stepped briskly after Edward: the 
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i&tter endeavoured to avoid him, but it was 
impracticable : the Italian put bis arm round 
Edward's, and with an air of indifference 
asked sonie frivolous question, though lie 
j^erceived the eyes and 'attention of Edward 
riveted to the woodman, who was «tanding^ 
with his back towards them, in a content 
^atave attitude, gazing stedfastly upon the 
earl and countess of Roseville, as they were 
surrounded by tHefa* motley guests. 

The 'nrBt itnpulse of Edward almost m- 
diiced him to throw himself publicly into 
the arms of his fiaither. The intrusion of 
deHoni gave attiom^mforTeconecfion ; and 
hii ^videht^^l^sireLto^cover who -was tl^e 
woodman, kindled at once alann and caudon/ 

ewa?e the monk Belioni,'* 
^iiliith in the first mohitot of surprise had not 
occurred to him, now played in legible cha- 
racterslicfore his faticy V and with swiftness^ 
filming on 4iis keel, he walked away &om 
the alhambnu 

VOL. J I. M 



•u 



f4d A WIHTCft 

«' Hownow, skr' ^aidBcUom, " Where 
are you gdngf Yooder is the person yoii 
were scekmg/* 

. ^' No,'"" said Edward^ to wbom fidselboodi 
wa& a ^Kfficult task : *^Noj I am mistakai ; 
I perceive it is >not the person Mrfaom I topr 
posed it was.-' • . * 

^ You have isot seen bis face, how theft 
do you coiivince yourself ?" 

^ i am sui^iti^ not ^'V . . 
. ^* Who? Who is it not ?*' flaid $eUom. 

^^ Your cuQDsity seems; . a^wa^f^enedy 6»* 
guor !'* ^ . ♦ 

^^ Your conduct) Vikt ^ mgsf^^ffj k cal^ 
culated to i^c^te c&9fi^yi bbt I am iiq 
"woman^ sir/* . r 

• *^ My conduQtt sjgoori'^ ^ 

*< Nay, xiay, I am old ia the w&gts ^ 
tnankind, as I told you^whcsi &cA I e^w 
yott ; and ypu are youa^, "vary yo^ng* J^ 
I have- certain]^ notfau^ m ^ mth yew 
secret, sir/' 



( 

\ 



** Secret I What mean you ?^* 

^* You will not tell a man of my penetra- 
tion, sir, that there is not a secret connected 
with the appearance of that mask?^ ' 

*' Signor Belloni, I must beg leave t<> 
hint that our coinremation is becoming too 
categorical to be pleasant." 
• •* As you choose, Mr, Montagu. Trust 
me or not. I may seem ofSdidus. I may; ^ 
presumptuously perhaps, ovei^rate my dwff 
abilities ; but I cannot help thinking it li 
io my power to serve you in this business.'* 

^^ In what business ? Speak plainly^ 
agncnr J"* 

. ^ No, that wouM be a violation of po^ 
Kteoess.^ : 

^ Wate dot consideration, and speadsi 
plainly." 

' ^ Would you have me remind you of the 
an^guity of your birth i^ 
Signorl SignorP' 

WooU you have me plsdnly say how 
much it told to my peiiietration, when I saw 

M 2 
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1 the ardent, fixed attention of your eyes upon 

this woodman^ and of the woodman's upon 
the countess of RoseviUe ?** 

" Did he fix his eyes upon the countess V* 
As Edward spoke he . reeled^ with giddiness, 
and struck his forehead violently with his 
hand. 

At that instant lord BartoQ and the mar- 
quis of Hartley came up dressed as banditti, 
with pistols, sabres, and other weapons in 
thdr girdles. 

•* How now, minstrel ?" said' lord Barton* 
•* What, in digress ? Come, we hav^ been 
seeking you. Our cave is filled with lovely 
capdves. Where's your harp ? Seriously^ 
we want your company ! The royal guests 
ire there : you have been much talked of, 
and must come.** 

Edward^ overpowered b]? the confuabn 
of ideas which Belioni's speech had excited, 
could not reply ; he stood silent and mo- 
tionless, with his hand sdll covering hi$ 
forehead. 



IN LONDON. 245 

*• Is this in character?" said the mar- 
qufe of Hartley. 

" Curse me if I understand it !" said lord 
Barton. **. Signor Belloni, will you ex- 
plain ? Are you dumb too ? Lady Beau- 
champ, and her son, poor fellow, are waiting 
for you in the cave." - 

" Mr. Montagu has been suddenly at* 
tacked with a violent head-ache,' ' said the 
'jo-tful Italian. 

"What ails you? There is something 
the matter, Montagu, beyond doubt," said 
lord Barton j ** for I find Arberry and my 
sister have been frightened out of their wits 
l3y a mad fit that seized you in the pa^- 
'vilion." 

*' They say you bounded like a roe after 
some object,'* said the marquis of Hartley,-~ 
*• whether male or female is unknown, — but 
that, according to your own confession, it 
"was an object whose appearance excited an 
interest too powerful to conceal. Some 
'witch of the Lakes, eh, Montagu ?** \ 
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/^ It vras not a feojale object, I will pledge 
my honour, lords/' -said Belioni, with ^ 
piercing and expressive glance of the eye 
directed to £dward« 

^' Here oomes Neville,'^ exclaiined lor4 
Barfoa : ^' he in the barnster's wig. Let^s 
make him our prisoner, and leave these un- 
intelligible gentlemen to ponder over ikevt 
powerful feelings and interesting emotionsi 
and such kind of things, with which we 
wild Ajnb$j you know, have no sort of 
))us^ne88.*' 

*^ AHons, de tout mon cosur, mon ami P^ 
^i^ ihe piar^uis,' and away Ac j tnf ged«^ . 
^ ^MiFou s^e, ^/' said t^o ItaliaU, -after 
they were gone, *' you see I may be4rwite4> 
^ caa keep a' 9efret as iireU as^l caa discover 

- <^ Sir !** said Edward^ who biBSg». to 
4oubt whether' Btdkuai did not actiially 
)uiow' more than be did hiaofielf of the 
seeming woodman^ *^ sir, your expi^essipni 
and yoar insiauatioaa »rQ of such a oature 



that I am bound to demand their explana* 
tiori : the present time and place are impro^ 
per for the purpose^ but my feelings must 
be satisfied at the very nearest opportunity.** 

*' I agree with you that we should un* 
demand one another better upon thia sub- 
ject ^ and I aliow thai: hei^ we cannot enter 
upon explanations. YoU' tihait soe me early 
lo^morrow. In the mean time,— ^forgive ^ 
freedom, — but for kdy itoGeviile's* saka 1m 
more wa|x:hful of your feeU&gs, and do not 
suffer the warmiUi of your emotions to eii^ 
duager her reputation i*^ 

A crowd of characters, hayma^iers, ballad 

s 

ringers, harlequins, wat^b^en, sailors, &c« 
How separsrted* them, aind some minutes 
elapsed ti^ H^^Mitd ifeund hknsetf alMe^ 

" Lady RoseviHe^s repuftatSs^ T mor*^ 
mu#e<i) h4. ' ^lady Rdsevilfer* At the 
tame insiani: i^ inidd^^ o^ ^e picture Ut 
the little parlour rushed upon hie memory j 
and in spite of the asserdon ci doctor H^^Sre^ 
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he gave himlrff up to. the impression of the 
looment, thkt lady Roseville was his mother, 
and. that he was consequently the illegiti- 
inate son of the woodman, whoever he 
might be. . - 

. " Yes, it must be so!" said he in soli- 
loquy : ** .This well-comrived story of a 
shipwreck, ju$t oa the very spot where at 
tfi^ v^fyUtne. thfe seemingly beneyolitot.fa- 
fi^Iy resided ! ^ Y ^, it is plain--4oo plain i 
J am the ofF3>ring df illicit Jove, and.there« 
fi>rie^4opmed .to^ wew:^ thuovigb fife the hadgQ 
of charity, and to be poi^jt^at a^ %h6 depeon 
dent of the deluded husbaud of xny natural 
parent ! What then is my father^ — ^to per- 
mit this infamous 4eceptio|i ?— Can h^ be a 
maQ, and suffef such/ an outrage to. the feel* 
ia^^ of hiuoianity as to--------' 

^ At that moment a footstep b^hki4 hha 
atartled him, and turning rouiid, he saw the 
** Woodman.'* 
Ther^ was , no oth^r creature near them** 
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The woodman saw impatience pictured on 
the countenance of Edward, whose mask 
was thrown aside, and he said to him in 
Italian : 

** Recollect yourself, my son ! Be calm I** 
•' The feelings of nature will no' longer 
be trifled with,** said Edward in the 
same language. *• If you are my father, 
take me this moment to your bosom. I 
will surrender the probabilities of all future 
benefits for the certainty of knowing that 
I am your son. I can no longer remain 
the imaginary creature you would have me» 
Say who you are — ^Explain to me the cause 
of so much mystery ; or I must. In spit^ 
of all the wishes of my hearty I musl tbn* 
elude that some impos-——'* * v 

** Holdi — I can conceive the ^notions 
that agitate your breast, and I regret the ne- 
cessity which has made me the creature of 
' disguise, even to you, my son !'* 
' *' Why are ybvj d&giused \" • ^ - 

m5 
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< f ^ To conceal me from my enemy^ vaa& 
tfte hoiir of danger shall be past.*' 

"Wheawaitbatbe?" 

<« When the monk Bellom is consigned to 
death, or at ieaot to chains.'' 
. ^^ Does the apprdiension of danger spring 
from Bellom r 

•• Yes-" 

*^ Fly then my father, fly ! Belloni has 
discovered you to-nighi." 

*^ How ? Impoa»ble ! No hwa^an bang 
tt3re yowsetf; conic]: Hnow me ; aod swel; 
aa oath s^i^sacre^y^ and solemnly , and vo- 
kmtarily given, hasi nqt bee^ violated, nor 
liiie H£e of a father spewed with by you I'' , 
: M Oh». no } I s^ear it has not^ But wheqi 
you vanished iiroaar my firal i^ew of you 
ti>-<iighit| in my ec^^sness to discover you 
jigam,: I was so mdiscreet as ta ask BeV 
if>m if be had seen a mask dfi^ssed as you 
are. He seemied determkied to discover 
who was the object of my ses^^ Qei «aw 
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» 

the anxiely ol my couhlebance ; 2aad whether 
by cba&ce he giiessed t&e &ct^ or \rhether^ 
he indeed knew your person^ he gave nie» 
jiriaialy to imderstand tba£ he was aware yoa 
were my father." *' . ; 

•• Who did he say your fathfer was ?'* 
cried the woodsntai wkh . aoxbos quklu 
ness. 
^ That he did notiosfeuale.-* : 
" You revive me. — I see it theau-^— It j» 
another effort ttf hia afftifice« Yoxir in*^ 
getmous face discovered the deep interest 
yQ«r. cfaerish^ for ^ Mask m a wmAi 
num'^ guise ; andihfi: had fvetettded tei Iqiow 
that whicBii |rois coulid not cancel;. Now^ 
-ftoi^do yon aot admhtlM^ wisdcim d£ the 
iftystery which rendered It kstpoaKhk tisti 
you should have disdosed to Mm ao&a was 
yourfariier? Fear, had you khowsi that saoet^ 
his^ c oi ittta mina teaat woidd have contmed; tot 
ham disrdrared itf amd^ had he bo for £uc« 
ceeded, there is no murderous stcats^mhef 
would hstire lefi omiiedy until taiy dqat& hbd 
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sealed his safety. As it is, his ianded secu* 
rity in my supposed death is the very mine 
of his destructicm on which be hourly treads, 
and which the/hand of jusdce is even now 
stretched forth to spring/' . 

" See/' said Edward, ^ yonder h Bel- 
lonL Hewho is whispering in his ear, in 
the barrister's gown, is—" 

** Captain Neville !" interrupted the 
woodman. ^ ' . . . ' 

"You know him, then?** 

' ** Yes, and his designs. They are at this 
moment planning their fraudulent manoeu- 
vres, to be played off at a game of chance, 
into which, by the fascination c^ the duchess 
of Belgrave, the heir of your benefactor, lord 
Barton, is to be allured. Before his arrival 
in town, you were their destined victim. 
Now they have higher game. . They mean 
to. pigeonMn, a)s thek phrase is } .and sorry 
a^l I tq add that the duchess is toshare with 
them the spoil.*' 
: ^Mmposabler said Edward, ^f 
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maf be a villain, Neville may be a sharper^ 
but' the duchess of Belgrade ** 

^^ Is their infatuated instrument She is 
the victim- of early dissipation, and has been 
hurried : from one error .'to anodier, uadl 
from indiscretion she has plunged into ciimei 
From Tny soul I pity, her, for she knows 
not the extent of the misery she occasions to 
many. I hope, however, even yet to re« 
deem her : at least the power of thift arch- 
devil Belloiu ^all be transient Look at the 
scoundrels i'^ continued he. ^' Mark thdr 
significant gestures. Now the poor victim 
whose ruin they devise advances. Observe 
faim, how readily he^&lls into the toils that 
the gamester^ have spread for him !" . 
y Lord. Barton and the n^arquis of Hartley 
joined Bellcmi and Neville as be spoke. 

«< Would it not be acting rightly to apf> 

' prise those yeiing men of their danger V* 

. *^ No.— What proof beyond my asserdoit 

have you that they are in danger I They 

yould scoff at a cautionary hint»! No — ^let 
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them purchase- a diixt esl^enence. fibrdejc 
indeed ha&4k4le to lose, and tliat Bttle will 
•«cur to him agaia fhwihis mother. Bar- 
tonisa.fUUrfeatheredpigeoh; but he b the 
son of. m^ Amelia, and 1 vatt. prescnrd 
Km." 

Edward trembled with astotsriimeitt. 

The /weodfUan perceived hia surprise* 
^* You mahne} zt .my woiids I'—yeS, of my 
Amediay I tepcat--H>£ her who thirty yesss 
^go ■ ■ '^ 

Here doct6r Haareeameronniog towacds 
them. 

^ 1^ all the Yoweb in the.yifiiAet,** smd 
hOf ^^ I dwear I am ctitof famtk with ae^idL-« 
ing for you, youhg iraaawajr I Toa mnst 
JbClbw me tlm instant. The prince is making 
up his su^er pzrey, and yon ave honowred 
MOthain ia«itaiiaa«'' : ;:...>.'' 

^* PdQ9 j&iinaireli^' aaict the . wooAnni ; ' 
f^vAVknot(ihy^jovasg hmi^^g^ a 

^ Alas!, ftooi ani j»!^ aaUi JEdnaodu 



*f The heaviness of my beari v^ill be stiiHcient 
ballast for the lightness of my head*'*' 

'• You a heavy heart ?**- said doctor- 
Hoare* ^^ Romantic nonseBset — ^A youthi 
nuFsed in the lap of ease, aad basking in the 
splendour of Ittxtiry, to talk of the heav^eu 
of bis heart ! Let me see^ what says my> 
dictionary fcH" 'Heaviness ofHeart?'— ^A 
pan felt by. Boany a despairing widowji ^ she 
beholds her infant prc^eny, whose cries fof 
£Dod she has no means to satisfy ?- — ^ A paia 
felt by the^ectiona^ wife of an uafortnna^ 
debtor, torn from her arms and his chiU 
djren's embraees to a loathsome prison.^-*-^ A 
pain jy t by ma^y a wat^Jiing rel^tive^ who^ 
kamng over the coiich of sickn&s, viewf 
the last Qpnvuljsive stru^les q{ those they 
tenderly have Iqved/ These indeed may 
comi^ain of heaviness of heart ; but — '^ 

^ Axe there no other cases*?^' said the 
iroodmansr 

^^ Mmy ; but none that aask^ifly M tftbe 
xevdleism^uch&acetie:^ tbis^'^ 
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^ ** Is it not possible/^ replied the wood- 
man, ^' that even among these maskers 
there may be some whose dress of pastime 
hides an aching heart ?'' 
* They had now entered a retired room ad- 
joining the alhambra, which was not thrown 
open to the gu^s. 

** Listen," continued he : "I will sup- 
pose that there is one here, who in his early 
youth became enamoured of a most desenring 
object, ai;d was supremely blessed with the' 
sweet consciousness that his love was with 
equal love returned. These lovers were 
too young to marry ; but the parents of the 
beautiful Amelia, — so, if you please, we will 
calL her,^— sanctioned their vows of .mutual 
attachment, and a distant day was named 
for ' the consummation of - their nuptials'. 
The youth agrees to travel ; he visits foreign 
huids ; niountains and oceans divide him 
and the object of his souFs aflfection : bul 
all his /thocights are fixed unceasingly ' on 
the bright spot that bears his loved Ame^ 
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lia, and all bis hopes rest on the happy 
day that is to niake her bis for ever^ 
The hand; of * evil destiny pursues him ; 
a mtirderer's : poniard' is aimed at his 
heart, : and hi^ is consigned to oblivbn, 
jdiough not to death. After a dreary pause 
j6f several years of almost blank existence, 
he .9iwake9 ^gain» and the first sounds that 
|trik^ upQn sies^&i. reason, ^are :-^* lYoilr 
\K9a^elia, who tbinJEs you dead, is n^urxied to 
.imother/''' : ; 

,af.^iGodAf hfeSv^nl*' riSxclaimed.the doc- 
{(MTr^'fiWteif dcj I bear ? Whom do I 
b^ait.? • Fof God's 8ake».dd..not niodk me 
with a tale so like to— ** ' 
. <^ SHence awhile,": resumed the wood- 
' man,. •* You have, not beard the whole. 
We vnSX suppose th^t the unfdrtunate wrdch 
lyhom.I have imagined, suffered' the an?* 
gnish of despair at such a stroke of fate, 
which inflicted far more painful wounds 
njioahis heart than all the- horrors of hia 
^tu^tion. . .Yet \ at lei^tb, by th% aid oi 
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friendship, of neasoa, and^ above aU, ndU 
giotii, he waai aroused to a senoe of lis duty a^ 
a dirisdan and as a man* lie esserted his 
&€ultics, disciplined.' his fcielmgs^ and ihib^ 
joitted tD die will of Heaven.. He did more: 
he felt gratefu} to one of the most kind^. 
hearted of btimttii beings v$ki) h^4b Beett 
i&str«menttl in hk v^omfyf % ftmalii 
about hi8:owi:age^ aniiabl^ inomidd tdd 
snaiuierS) and not \K^aafitiiig m the graces cff 
person. He married her — and became th^ 
ladier df ai lovely thilct* Miglic he oot then^ 
^OQ ivitlsay) ha^ feliniedto bfebatire land; 
to the j^de of his youtb) and the ^dght 
of bis Amelia, ivithottt ha«ffd df roiewiiig 
ibnoter feeliiigsf^No : such was the pe(:u« 
Ikcrity of bis^fitte, that he resdhred'HevcH^ W 
nake kaown bk v^^iscmAM. » Qf^ to^^llytiii'^ 
dmdiial wfaobadkBCwn him bd&>re)iifr &^' 
gined death. He d^enniiled to , dt^ in r«A 
bmtary exile from die soil that gave kini 
birth, covered vith such impenetrable ob^ 
scurky that not even the wife of his bosom. 
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or the child she had borne hiin, ^ould ever 
^ow ^ho he wa6» or the country ffom which 
be came.'* r 

^^ Go oii> sir ! Pieoceed^ I beseech you !'• 
said the doctor* 

Edward^ wIk> plainly under6tood the allur 
tkm of thk tale. to hiinself, trembled with 
anxiety^ but could stot force hi^ pardied 
tongue to utter a aingfe exolamation* 
I The woo dm a n proceeded ; 

^ It is posBifaley in ^te of all that haa 
been said afaoiit fisst lore, that he who wa* 
torn &oia^ his Aindia by suchsaaguiiiary 
handB^ might yet harre found: tran^iUity, if 
BBot blias,'ift i^e armfe of 1 \nkp. and th^ 
caoBSBCs of an infimt*:**-<finttto :-^««Fate, $M 
ftawning^ ncssS infliclttd on hiB heart % 
Jmmnd nuare hard tar mark to bear» tbift 
snes disappoinlBd )ove»'«^«fjiie becaoie the 
victim of the most direfioi passion tiie mind 
tan 8uflSav-4®lou8y. From jealousy to 
madi^ss ia but a hair's space, in the brainy 
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and he threatened the life of his wife and 
infant. They escaped from his fury. The 
mother and the babe took shipping to seek 
a refuge in other climes : the vessel in which 
they had embarked foundered, and every 
creature that it contained perished.'* 

** How ! every creature ! Was there not 
€Ln infant savi^ I Did all peridb ?*' exclaimed 
doctor Hoare, on whose mind a light darted 
like the suddefti glare of lightning. . / 

'" At least so ^'thought the jealous hus- 
band/^ continued the woodman : *^ but his 
fate wais not then unravelled ; his singnbr 
destiny is not even yet unfolded. ' He came 
to England to behold ontre more die znan^ 
incn of his fatiiers, and die in peaceful resig- 
nation j as he toid himself; but possibly with 
&e sdf-cdno^aled desiiae .to bkss his s^ht 
^th the image of his ever tenderly remem* 
bered, and still ixmbcemly beloved, Am^l 
<— Bnt what think .you was the issue of his 
jcumey ?^-*The unsQtfght recovery of his 
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child from imagined death-^the cle^r convic- 
tion of bis injured wife's.unsullied innocence! 
-^NoWy ar, if such ^ man aa I have described 
should be among the merry, maskers of 
to-night, must not he bear a heavy heart, 
to know himself, the author of. an innocent 
^vife's destruction, and the cause of his son a 
dependency and want — ^want even of a 
name!*' , 

^^ I am lost in wonder !'' said the doctor. 
•* I will not doubt ; and yet there are a 
thousand questicmable thoughts rushing^ at 
once upon my mind. Fortunately we are, 
alone ; we are unobserved !— Speak not then! 
in parables. If my heart be right iii its^ 
emotions, O confirm them. Alfred ! Dare 
I repeat that name ? Alfred !** 

" Thy heaxt is right, my long lost friend," 
said the woodman \ and taking off his hat 
he discovered a scar upon . his fbrehead^. at 
sight of which doctor Hoare started with sur- 
piise and joy. 
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^ Yes,** continued the woodman, ♦* I am 
he f I am Alfred 1 1 am Beauchamp !'^ 

^' Beauchamp P' exdaimed Edward. *^ Ai^ 
fined i Sir AUred Beauchamp, of BeaU^ 
diamp-abbey ? — ^What then am £?" 
: ^' Thou art thelawful hdir j^pparent to that 
aame, e^te, andtitle.*' 

** Wonderful providence r^erclaimed the 
doctor, clasping his hands together. ' Then^ 
after a moment's pause, he threw his arms 
around the Jieck of the- long lost sir AUred; 
and wept teaa:s of tenderness upon his cheek, 
while Edward kneeling elapsed the haxti of 
bis fether between both his own, and fer- 
tentty exclaimed:: , 

^^ Blessed be the moment in wkkh a:fiitfae7 
acknowledges his* son P' 

** Adcnowledges i" said snr Al&ed : " oh, 
I am peottd erf thee, my son,, and soon be* 
fere Msemhled &«D«gi, in the seatof Ia^ 
lish jostle^ Irfitfiil pndaiBt thee JEooe^ when 
for thy sake I shall have recovei^ finci the 
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^uguinary gra^ of murder^ those rigMi 
and those possessions which for ages h^v^ 
baen the|)raud inbentance of thy iUuffiious 
ancestors \" 

'' Am I Aot in a dream?" said dbctof 
Hqar:e. ^' Qh, surely ihis 'is delusion ! Yet 
wake me not, do not undeceive me ; for i^ 
this trsuice my heart experiences a nciser 
glow of joy than it has kit these many^ 
Wfrny years ! Alfr^ aUve ! — Oh, never le^ 
nse hear, or see, or think again, if hear* 
ing, sight, and reason, will not confirm th^ 
fact that Alfred Beaucham^p lives !** 

^^ Does my heart's early parmer, — does 
my youth's friend d^ubt me ?'^ said sir A^ 
{red. '^ What then mi^st I -expect' fr^n 
those-^ " 

" Oh no,** interrupted the doctor j ** my 
heart is not deceived. Those ^es beaming 
intdljgeDGe a&4 benev<dttce caa^Gt be 
counterfeits ! And W/Wt (oo> I recogitte iG^ 
Uiia violbki yovE^ » mti&mfjf ^of bfV and 
featwe! Blessed b^lhe hand of Pisovidencei; 
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But wherefore this disguise ? Why thus re- 
veal yourself in parables ? How is all this ?" 
. . w The time nor place suits well an expla« 
nation of this kind^ my friend,*' said sir Al* 
fred : " I have been betrayed* By^aitid^tal 
ti^passes upon my feelings and this unex* 
feezed privacy, to reveal myself thusfar. 
The rest of my eventful story this paper will 
disclose. The cause of my appearance here 
to-night was to have offered this letter to 
Amdiia. To vou, doctor, I how confide it.' 
It is intended to pr^are her mind f6r the 
discoveries that must soon be public. I 
have long in secret been preparing the means 
of wresting from the usurpation ci the .pre- 
sent possessors, the ^'inheritance of my 
fathers ; and of delivering up to justice Ihe 
blood-stained criminals,' Belloni and his pre- 
tended niece/ 

• " Pretended niece ! Blobd-<stanied criihi- 
nalsl'?^ said doctor Hod#el ' ^ — - 

^ Even so, my frical* ^^^ are all^ 
Ke,'* continued m A\bre(& ' ^ ^he wbnaii 



m LomH»i4 265 

is the paramour of Elm she calls her unde ; 
and the poor youth> whom they compel to 
act the part of heir to my unhappy brother 
Everardy is no moi'e allied to him, or to 
them, than thou art* But, hush ! We 
may be overheard. A premature discovery 
would . afford these ItaGan murderers the 
chance of an escape, and deprive me of 
many proofs necessary to establish my 
claims, and to identify my SQn» For the 
present, therefore, let me seal your lips to 
perfect silence/' 

" We must yield to your decisbh,'' said 
doctor Hoare. ^^ Not being in possession 
^ all the facts that influence your conduct, 
I cannot judge of its propriety ; but I kA 
impatient to exclaim to lady Roseville, ^ Sir 
Alfred Beauchamp lives ; and in the infant 
your benevolence has reared, he finds aii 
only child/ Nay, further, I long tp let a 
certain lady know, that a &voUred youth if=j 
now no more to be considered as the orphan 



of faer father's bounty, but as the fadr tb an 
indent baronetage, and in eFery rcspect an 
•object for ivhom ^ need not blush to am, 
iter heart's hk preference.'' 

Edward'^ heart bounded widi a sudden 
emotion >as the doctor spoke. 

/* I am not ignorant «f your meanings 
nor am I myself idthout my secret .hopes 
axyl wisbes; but we must not be too sian- 
tguine, my good jiiend,'' said m Alfmi 
^' Justice and tnith amSndeed on our side; 
but law mu^ be also sadsfi^ ere we •can 
succeed. ' Since 1 have d^tennined to assert 
tny lights, X have lost Wf time in providing 
legal add, and legal testimonies. One easei^ 
:tial witness, &»: whose arrival I have ansi- 
ously waited, reached Ei^land two days 
ago, and to-morrow fa^ will be in liOndon. 
Your early £riend old i\dam Osbom, (too, 
my scm, is ncyv^ in &e metropolis.'' 

^^ Worthy faithfal creature P' said fid- 
ward. ^' How must his affectionate ' keait 
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have rejoiced to see you! Many times t 
have beheld hiia weep at the mention of 
your nam^." 

"He is not yet apprised of my exist- 
ence/' said m Alfred. *• Only two indivi- 
duals besides younehoesare at this instant ac* 
quainted with my story* The one is tbefeith-* 
ful agent of our hmilj^ Potts ; who, thougk 
stt old»fashk]iied attorney, is: a truSt-ivmrthy 
SDut the odiev is Erskin^ thie.hiilSQnt oo-^ 
Mjaient of ^his j^eofescim, vdio^ eombiniog; 
with a thorough insight into 'httniaft natuM^ 
a^'tpcxfect *JixiQMdtedge <& Engibhr jwiapsn'-i* 
deike,.Hb«frii}infaQ.t]ie^b^.X2ddidi^^ lol 
gi9dte a. good' cana&i^dugU/Tdbie tvajriouo- 
4Ucksa8td§^ shoaJsrand >fodte^ • vbkh the 
faadfiaasbfis o^.. men, ^oif. the woessary bar*- 
riers of law, oppose to its SUceess. Under i 
bis difection we haw been secretly firoceed* 
ing. Adam Osbore'is ill toMoi at the re^- 
que^ of Mr. Potts, who has informed him 
that an old friend of the family, heaiing^ of 
the intend^ sale of the Abbey and its pic* 

n2 
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ttires, has commissioned him to purchase 
them^ and, wishing to reinstate Mr. Osbom ' 
in his former capacity, has desired to be in-* 
troduced to him* For such a purpose the 
old man by easy stages has travelled hither ; 
and to-morrow I am to be introduced to 
him as a Mn Hargrave, lately arrived from 
America, and intending to settle in England. 
Under this name I at present reside in the 
house of Mr. Potts, in Chancery Lane;, and 
tfiere to-morrow I expect th^ arrival of- my 
most important witness^ don Antonio de la 
Torre, who flies on the wings of impatience, 
for he, like me, seeks the recorerf of a 
long Jost ton ! I percette your stuprise ^ 
but what wilt be your wonder, when Iteli 
you that the pretended Eveiard Beanchamp 
is that very son T* 

^^ Gracious Provideace !'' exclaimed £d* 
ward, to whom the chamber scene which 
took place on the first night of his arrival in 
town immediately occurred. 

At this moment a servant obtruded to say 






that lord Roseviile waited the presence of 
Mr« Montagu in the paviliool As tlte door 
opened, Edward caught a gUmp^ of a per- 
son stealing along the passage, which was 
too dark ktr him to discov^f who it wa9« 

" Did you meet any one iu the passage ?*' 
said Edward to the servants 

^^ Tesy sir ; the ItaUaii gentleman that 
-eame with lady Beauchamp.'^ 

^^ Ey my fears, Belloni l" eacdaimed £d^ 
ward. •* Go : TU attend his lordship/' 

The servant retired. 
, ^. If 'Belloni has overheard what I have 
-eaidy^' exiclaihied sir Aifiaed, ^ mf life, and 
>youiB, my son, ate both in danger/' . 

^ My fether's life in danger 1.. Who then 
shall separate us ?'' said £dward« 
*' ^ Valour will not preserve it, my noble 
;boy, against the daggers of assassins,'' said 
ar Alfred. 

^ What is to be done^ then V* said doctor 
fioace. ^ I wiili» immfdJaffly expose the 

n3 ; 
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villain : Townsend is in waidog : I'll faam 
him taken into custody this moment.^ 

^^ Are you mad?*' said sir Alfred calmly. 
<« Would yoUy by the imprudent zeal of a 
moment, ea^lode a mine that has beoi so 
long preparing, ere the enemy is ^thin its 
influence ? — Pati Ace ! Patience ! — In this 
blessed land such dangers as I have hinted 
at are happily so rare, that when they occur 
t&ey excite a horror almost amounting to 
madness. From the dangers that I have a>- 
ready .escaped, I have' leatiit the caution ne- 
cessary to pany off this- blow. Be calm^ 
then, and recollect that Providence has re- 
vealed to us, by the interruption of the ser* 
vant, the danger to which our iinprudence 
has exposed us. Our enemy is not awaie 
that we know he has overheard our secret. 
Thus his measures will be grounded upon 
our supposed ignorance of his alarms ; and 
if we act cautiously, his base intentions shall 
be turned to his confiisiofi and our advait* 
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tage. I therefore ^11 retire; you both 

^atch him and his paramour T 

. ** But whither do you go, my father ?** 

*^ To my solidtor^'s.'* 

^ He has heard you name lum, and \yili 
discover yoo/' said doctor Hoare. 

^ Mot to-night, surely; and by this time 
to-morrow, if don Antonb arriy^ he wiU 
be in custody* Lull but his €uq>idon$^ till 
then, and his hour of punishment wiE ot»- 
take the criminal* Now jdn your party. 
Go : a moment*s delay may excite hia $us« 
picion that we saw binu Farewdtt !. Farch 
well r 

*^ But wheine to-morrow shaUI see you ?** 
said Edward.. 

^^ If you think it prudent, afier yom: 
cbservatioDs on Belloni, and can unseea by 
him come to me, you. will find me at my 
solicitor's. Till then farewell.*' 

The doctor and Edward attended the earl 
at the supper-table of the prinqe, where lady 
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BeauchMip^ aiid sir Eveiard as he \(ds calfedl^ 
were seated, dirough the influence of the diK 
cKess of Bdgrave. BeUoni vras not visible. 

In a few minutes, however, he entered 

ihe pavilion* The eyes' of Edward, were 

fixed on .his;. . Both theif looks beqx>ke 

mafiddi. : Presently Be^iatii: winspercd ia 

.the ear q£. fauly Beauchamp,. and retired. 

i iThe fedings of £dward took alarm. He 

jnngihed he saw the dietesmiiied murderer of 

ih^ fiither ga£>rth t5 perpetrate the liorrid 

•deed*. Lord Roseviife bad just addressed -a 

-questibn to .him on his abrupt retreat Srota* 

the duchess of Belgrave and lady Emily ; but 

'iia'oqpfifir did'Bailoiii leave the table, than^ 

without one word of reply, Edward rushed 

root; of dse pavilion as abruptly as he had^ 

done before, to the utter astonishment of the 

vdidie party except the doctor^ 

*^ What malady has* seized that youth to- 
night'?'' said the duchess of Belgrave. 
<« Doctor Hoare, are you in the. secret? Is 
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It a new scene of love and madness ? I hope 
we shall hear no report of pistols." 

, '^ I hope so too," ssud the doctor with a 
significant emphasis. 

Seriously speaking," resumed her grace^ 
I thought the signor and this fiery Mon-^ 
tagu exchanged some fierce looks at each 
Qther. Is it a duel, doctor ?" 

. ^' A duel !" echoed lady Ros^eville^ whose 
humanity took alarm. ^^ Doctor Hoare^ 
your looks do not contradict the suggestion. 
For God's sake, sp^, if you know what 
this means !" 

The doctor^ taken by surprise^ evaded 
the question in a manner so ambiguous, that 
it rather strengthened than refuted the 
suspicion. 

" Oh, good heaven !" exclaimed lady^. 
Emily ; " will nobody pursue them and pre- 
vent it ? I am sure there is danger of some 
kind ^ and no one ha^ the humanity to go 
andinquire^" 
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• .** Ltriist tliese are groundless alarms,'*' 
said the prince ; *^ but they are loo interest* 
itig'and Ida amiable to be negfected :'' and 
\vith a gallantry that put the rest of the gen-^ 
dem^n to tlte blush, his royal highness him-» 
self arose; His example was electric* Eyery 
gemlelifail was then resfedy tarush forth aiftef* 
Edward, — ^wheii the most violent shfielcj^aiul' 
Mwim^ thretr the whole .company uuo con^ 
£i£M^ atfd dismay. 

The cries of "^Heipf Mwd^t Helj^r 
IMnh reached the tavflioQ ; wad one messin- 
ger after another came out of breaitk to m-s 
iomee tg^ the etr!*^ th«t an aiiercafiioxi had 
t^ea place betucen Mr* Montaga and signoi!^ 
Belbnt in the- ha^ll f thai t^ ItaUan had . / 
plunged a poniard ki the breast of £dward> / 
OTd * that he had . been pcevented from / 
effectmg Ms esca^ l:^ the police ofljcers ioit 
waiting, 

* The bleeding Edward,. at his own re-^ 
quest;^ was now brought into the payi5c»i* - 
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Lady Emily 'ultered a loud .^iuciek^ and 
&mted in the ann« of her mother. 

Doctor Hoare kaelt 4owa on one Imee, 
.and ext^ded his arms to receive Edward, 
"who faint, pale, aod to all appcfirance dyipg,, 
just articulated, 

** Secure that woman," pointing to lady 
Beaucliarap. 

Then turning to the doctor, in a voice 
scarcely audible he said, " The letter — ^the 
letter will explain — ^give it — to lord Rose- 
ville now — at once. Send for my father, at 
the solicitor's — 1 feel exhausted.- — ^If I die, 
tell him my last thoughts were of him — ^and 
of one dear,' dear object — ^who, had I lived a 
little longer " 

He fainted from loss of blood. 

A scene of the utmost confusion ensued. 
The attention of the crowd wais divided be- 
tween Edward, lady Emily, and lady Beau- 
champ, until thfe arrival of the surgeon, — 
v^hen^he twoibrmer si^ere jremov.ed sense- 
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less to their chambers ; and the latter^ ^I'ith 
her pretended son, suUenly submitted to 
be the prisoners of the officers of police^ 
who had already in their custody the perpe- 
tratpr of" the horrid deed. 
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